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Police storm hijacked Saudi plane 

NAIROBI (AP) — A man with a toy min hijacked a Saudi Arabian 
jetliner with 139 passengers to Nairobi on Tuesday. The passengers 
we released, apparently u nh ar m ed, and Police then stormed the 
plane, injuring the hijacker and freeing the cockpit crew. Two women 
aesenbea as accomplices of the hijacker also were arrested, police 
Com^ssioncr Shadrak Kindd said. No other injuries were reported, 
he said. The hijacker, about 25, commandeered the plane after h took 
on from Jeddah late Monday. The plane, which belonged to Saudia 
was he a d ed for Addis Ababa, the Ethiopian capital. The hijacker was 
armed with a toy pistol, Mr. Kiruki said, “but there was no way of 
tepng that.” The plane landed in Nairobi and aH passengers were 
showed to leave. About 16 boms after the hijacking began, security 
forces stormed the plane and arrested the three, Mr. iGruki said. 
Their names were not immediately av ailab le, but Mr. Kiruki said ail 
jhfcewere from Ethiopia. The hijacker was taken to a military 
hospital. Mr. Kiruki said the three o riginall y wanted to go to Rome, 
then changed their minds and demanded fuel to London. 
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Israelis stole organs from Hebron victims’ 

AMMAN (J.T.) — A team of Jordanian physicians who offered 
services to victims of the Hebron massa cr e told a news conference in 
Amman that families of the deceased reported that Israel removed 
organs from the Hebron victims before burial. Tayseer Sabri, a , 
snrgeon who led the eight-member Jordanian medical team to the 
occupied territories last week, said; “I was told that before burial. 
Palestinian victims were taken to Israeli hospitals where their organs 
were removed.*’ He said Hebron residents claim that Israeli troops 
“buried several victims. . . without informing their families to avoid - 
autopsy in Arab hospitals after body organs, such as kidneys and 
corneas, were removed.” Ishaq Maraqa, chairman of Jordan Medical 
Association, said that Israel rejected demands by some families of the 
vicrims for autopsy. The Jordanian medical delegation, stressed the 
need to form an emergency medical team, including the various 
specialisations. The doctor said West Bank hospitals lack important . 
medical specialisations, such as vascular, chest and brain surgeons, 
and specialists in diagnostic X-ray. The team said West Bank hospitals 
also lack drugs, surgery equipment. 
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EU imposes arms 
embargo on Sudan 

BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) bn Tuesday 
imposed an anus embargo on 
Sudan in protest at bombings 
by the Sudanese air force and 
other human rights violations. 
EU foreign ministers decided 
without debate to impose the 
ban on shipments of arms, 
munitions and military equip- 
ment. EU officials said the 
measure was symbolic as EU 
countries had no arms trade 
with Sudan, whose 11 -year-old 
dvil war pits southern rebels 
against the northern govern- 
ment in Khartoum. The EU 
decision was announced with- 
out comment, but followed a 
statement two weeks ago con- 
demning air force bombings 
which it said were harming the 
civilian population and causing 
a mass exodus of refugees to 
neighbouring countries. 

Libyan claims 
spying for U.S. 
against Qadhafi 

CAIRO (AP) — An army 
officer claimed on official Li- 
byan television that he spied 
for the United States, collect-' 
rag information on a con- 
troversial chemical plant and 
Libyan weapons programmes. 
The officer, who identified 
himself in the Monday night 
telecast as Colonel Miftah 
Mohammad Gamim A1 Wir- 
falli, said in addition to work- 
ing with the Americans, he had 
links with exiled Libyan dissi- 
dents. He said he and two 
colleagues had been “asked to 
collect information about the 
Rabta plant, the extent of 
Libya’s interest innuclear re- 
search, its missile development 
programme. Col. Muammar 
Qadh'an’s movements, the 
mood among the country’s 
aimed forces and the general 
situation inside Libya." _i_ 


Militants kill two 
policemen In Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Suspected ex- 
tremists shot and killed a 
policeman in southern Egypt 
on Tuesday, the second in as 
many days. Security officials 
said the policeman was 
ambushed in die Leila Kha- 
toun neighbourhood of Assiut. 
a hotbed of extremism 320 
kilometres south of Cairo. 
There was no immediate claim 
of respon sibility. O n Monday 
night, suspected extremists' 
Shot dead a policeman in the 
village of Darnka just outside 
Assiyut, said the officials. The 
assailant escaped. 


Armenia 
inaugurates 
Lebanon air link . 

BEIRUT (APT^~ Armenia 
inaugurated Tuesday its first 
direct air flight to Lebanon, 
starting a weekly trip from 
Yerevan to Beirut. An official 
Armenian delegation arrived 
aboard a TU-154 Armenian 
Airlines jet with 120 passen- 
gers at Beirut airport at 1:30 
p.m. (1130 GMT). Armenian 
Airlines Beirut manager, Ped- 
ros Ansarian, noted that many 
of the 120,000 Armenians liv- 
ing here have travelled be- 
tween the two countries via 
Europe since Armenia gained 
independence in 1989. 


Mercouri’s body 
flown home for 
funeral 

ATHENS (R) — The body of 
actress and Culture Minister 
Melina Mercouri returned 
home to a grief-strioken 
Greece on Tuesday for burial 
with full military honours. 
Mercouri, star of the 1960 film 
‘‘Never on Sunday." died on 
Sunday at a New York hospital 
from complications after lung 
cancer surgery. The Olympic 
Airways jumbo jet that 
brought her remains to Athens 
was escorted by four Greek air 
force Phantom fighters. 
Thousands of Greeks packed 
the airport and cabinet col- 
leagues met the plane. 


Israeli army concedes 
Hebron mosque massacre 
could have been prevented 

Generals testify before inquiry commission 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — The 
Israeli army acknowledged on 
Tuesdasy failing to provide 
adequate security that could 
have prevented the massacre 
of at least 60 Palestinians in a 
Hebron mosque. 

Major-General Danny 
Yatom, the army commander 
of the occupied West Bank, 
spoke at die start of a public 
inquiry into the slaughter by a 
Jewish settler of Muslims 
kneeling in prayer on Feb. 25. 

Gen. Yatom said five secur- 
ity men were missing from 
their posts when settler Baruch 
Goldstein entered the Ibrairimi 
Mosque in Hebron’s Tomb of 
the Patriarchs with a sub- 
machiuegun and fired about 
110 bullets at’ 400 to 500 wor- 
shippers over 90 seconds be- 
fore himself being killed by the 
crowd. 

'‘Five (men) were missing. 
The significance is that in the 
hall closest to where the inci- 
dent took place there is only an 
officer in place of an officer 
and another five,” . Gen. 
Yatom told a five-member 
panel. 

“In retrospect my impress- 
ion is the security plan (at the 


tomb) provided a very good 
answer if it was executed ... “I 
think in reality this plan could 
have prevented Goldstein’s ac- 
tion, the massacre.” Gen. 
Yatom said. 

“And at least if it did not 
prevent it, it would have made 
it very difficult for this murder- 
er to cany out his plot." 

Gen. Yatom, head of the 
army’s central command de- 
fended the army’s practice of 
allowing Jewish worshippers to 
bring automatic rifles into die 
Tomb of the Patriarchs, a site 
of frequent friction where 
Muslims and Jews pray ride by 
ride. 

Grilled by an Israeli Arab 
judge, Abdul Rahman Zoabi. 
on that point, Gen. Yatom said 
the army was geared towards 
thwarting attacks by Arabs 
against Israelis, not vice versa. 
He mid intelligence updates 
given to the army did not 
address Jewish extremists. 

“Such an act by a madman is 
not something... we expected 
would happen at the Tomb of 
the Patriarchs or any other 
place,” Gen. Yatom told the 
five-member commission in 
proceedings broadcast live to 


the country. 

But Major General Dov 
Ste liman, the army officer in 
charge of the tomb area, told 
the panel that before the Feb. 
25 massacre, police had re- 
ceived dozens of complaints 
against Jews causing trouble in 
the tomb building. Most com- 
plaints were ignored, Gen. 
SteJlman said. 

Gen. Yatom said he had not 
received intelligence warnings 
that Jewish extremists planned 
to attack Palestinians in order 
to derail peace talks. 

Still, a determined gunman 
could easily wreak havoc, be 
added. “A crazy Jew, if be 
wants to kill Arabs, God for- 
bid, has every day many 
opportunities to do so," he 
said. 

In response ro a question, 
Gen. Yatom confirmed that 
just hours before the massacre, 
soldiers stepped in to separate 
angry Muslims and Jews 
arguing over prayer rights and 
that the incident was not re- 
ported to army brass. 

Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin later told Israel army 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rabin has no plans now 
to remove Hebron settlers 


TEL AVTV (Agencies) — 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said Tuesday he was not 
planning at present to remove 
the 400 Jewish settlers in the 
heart of Hebron where a set- 
tler killed at least 60 Palesti- 
nian worshippers. 

A parliamentary official 
quoted Mr. Rabin as having 
told the foreign affairs and 
defence committee the settlers’ 
presence in the middle of some 
110,000 Palestinians was “a 
time bomb.” 

Nearly half the ministers in 
the Israeli government favour 
removing the settlers from the 
city where settler Baruch 
Goldstein, from the neigh- 
bouring enclave of Kiryat 
“Arbarcarried out the massacre 
7 eb. 25. 

But the official, who 
attended the dosed-door com- 
mittee meeting, quoted Mr. 
Rabin as haring said: “At this 
point there is no formal prop- 
osal. I do not intend to raise 
this kind of proposal." 

The official quoted Mr. 
Rabin as saying: “There is a 
harsh reality on the ground 
that is an unnecessary time 


bomb. But I am not expressing 
an opinion for the moment as 
regards evacuation.” 

“I have appealed to minis- 
ters not to come forward with 
radical proposals that will force 
the PLO (Palestine liberation 
Organisation) to be more 
Catholic than the Pope,” Mr. 
Rabin said. 

The PLO has demanded the 
Hebron settlement be disman- 
tled as one of its terms for 
resuming peace talks sus- 
pended over the mosque 
slaughter. 

“We are in the midst of 
negotiations and if public offi- 
cials and ministers present 
these kinds of proposals, what 
will the PLO say?” Mr. Rabin 
was quoted as saying. 

4 settlers arrested 

Israeli police said on Tues- 
day they had arrested four out 
of five leaden of anti-Arab 
groups wanted in a govern- 
ment crackdown on Jewish 
militants since the Hebron 
massacre. 

Police spokesman Eric Bar- 
Chen said they arrested Ben 


Zion Gibstein and Noam 
Fedennan era Monday night. 
Two others were detained last 
week without trial for three 
months ending on May 25, 
police said. 

Mr. Gibstein and Mr. Feder- 
al an are followers of the late 
U.S.-born Rabbi Meir 
Kahane, mentor of mosque kil- 
ler Goldstein. 

The spokesman said Mr. 
Gibstein and Mr. Federman 
were hiding at the homes of 
acquaintances when they were 
captured during combined 
raids by the Jerusalem police 
and the national serious crimes 
division. 

Five leaders of the Kach and 
Kahane Cbai movements were 
ordered detained after the 
massacre. Mr. Bar-Chen said 
only Kadi leader Banich Mar- 
zel remained at large. 

Kahane Chai split from the 
original Kach movement after 
the assassination of Kahane in 
New York in 1990. The two 
groups, which openly advocate 
violence against Palestinians, 
became the main target of the 
government crackdown. 


Israeli soldiers kill 2 
Palestinians in Gaza Strip 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agendes) — Israeli soldiers 
shot dead two Palestinians on 
Tuesday after one allegedly 
aimed a gun at a soldier at a 
checkpoint in the occupied 
Gaza Strip, reports said. 

The deaths raised to 30 the 
■number of Palestinians killed 
by Israel since a Jewish settler 
gunned down at least 60 wor- 
shippers at a West Bank mos- 
que on Feb. 25. 

The army said the two men 
were in a car with yellow li- 
cence {dates issued to Israeli 
citizens when a soldier on 
guard duty at die Erez check- 
point between Gaza and Israel 
stopped diem for an identity 
check. 

“The soldier asked them to 
state their names and show 
their ID cards. The wanted 
man pulled out an Uzi sub- 
maehinegun and the Soldier 
fired and killed two people," a 
statement added. 

A spokeswoman said three 
magazines and another 30 bul- 
lets were found inside the car. 

The army identified the 
wanted man as Ibrahim 


Sal am eh, 22, an activist of the 
Islamic Resistance Movement 
Hamas from Khan Younis. He 
had been on the army’s list of 
wanted people. 

It said the second man was a 
resident of Arab East Jeru- 
salem but refused to give his 
name until his family had been 
notified. 

Hamas’s Izzeddine A1 Qas- 
sam Brigades, which killed 
most of the 31 Israelis salin in 
the past five months, has 
vowed to avenge the Hebron 
massacre. 

In a separate incident in 
Gaza, Palestinians said an 
Israeli police patrol fired at an 
Arab car in the Nusseirat re- 
fugee camp, wounding one 
passenger. The circumstances 
were not immediately dear. 

Hamas said Tuesday the 
targets for threatened suicide 
attacks mil be the Israeli milit- 
ary and Jewish settlers in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in revenge for last week’s 
massacre. 

Speaking a day after Hamas 
set a March 15 deadline for the 
evacuation of five Jewish set- 


tlements in the occupied lands, 
a senior Hamas official also 
demanded an immediate 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
occupied territories seized in 
die 1967 Arab-Israeli war. 

Mo hamma d Nazzal. the Jor- 
dan representative of Hamas, 
said: '‘Settlers must get out of 
the occupied territories and 
(Israel) must withdraw." 

Mr. Nazzal described the 
March 15 ultimatum, issued 
Monday by Izzedine AI Qas- 
sam Brigades, as “a continua- 
tion of Palestinian resistance, 
especially after the massacre of 
Herbon.” 

Hamas, a fierce opponent of 
the Sept. 13 Israeli-Palestme 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) autonomy agreement, 
has seized the killings to press 
its campaign against wrecking 
any effort for a negotiated set- 
tlement with the Jewish state. 

The group advocates the eli- 
mination of Israel and the crea- 
tion of a puritan Islamic state 
in its place. 

In an underground leaflet 
(Continued on page 5) 



Hk Majesty King Hussein is sera off upon his departure for Saudi Arabia on Tuesday by His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
(Petra photo) 

King performs Umra pilgrimage 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

JEDDAH — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Tuesday 
performed the Umra pilgrim- 
age to Mecca on his first visit 
in nearly four years to Saudi 
Arabia where he was also 
expected to meet with King 
Fahd Ben Abdul Aziz, sig- 
nalling a Jordanian- Saudi re- 
conciliation. 

The official Jordanian 
media reported that the 
King, accompanied by sever- 
al members of the royal fami- 
ly. Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali and a high-level., 
delegation, performed Umra, 
but did not refer to the ex- 


pected meeting of the two 
monarchs. 

But Jordanian officials and 
diplomatic sources have said 
that King Fahd had re- 
sponded positively to the idea 
of such a meeting. 

The strain in ties resulted 
from differences in approach 
the two leaders adopted to- 
wards ending the Gulf crisis 
triggered by the August 1990 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

King Fahd sought interna- 
tional help for a military solu- 
tion to end the Iraqi occupa- 
tion of Kuwait while King 
Hussein advocated a di- 
plomatic solution and refused 
to join a U.S.-led military 
coalition, which, in February 


1991. evicted Iraq from the 
emirate. 

Performing Umra along 
with King Hussein were 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Abdullah Ben Al Hus- 
sein, Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, Prince Ghazi 
Ben Mohammad, Dr. Majali, 
Royal Court Chief Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker, the King's 
advisors Mohammad Rasoul 
Al Kilani, Yana! Hikmat, 
and Izzeddin Al Khatib. 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Ra'ad Ben Zeid, Private 
Chamberlain Prince Ali Ben 
Nayef. the Hashemite fami- 
ly’s imam Ahmad Hlayel. 
and Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Chairman General Abdul 


Hafez Mira'i as well as sever- 
al other members of the royal 
family and senior govern- 
ment and army officials. 

King Hussein was received 
upon his arrival by Prince 
Saud Ben Abdul Muhsen. 
governor of Jeddah, the 
Jordanian charge d’affaires in 
Jeddah and senior Saudi offi- 
cials. 

The King was seen off 
upon departure by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san. the speakers of the Up- 
per and Lower Houses of 
Parliament, the King's advi- 
sors. senior government offi- 
cials and the Saudi charge 
d’affaires in Amman. 


U.N. council urged to vote soon on killings 


UNITED NATIONS (Agen- 
cies) — The Arab and Islamic 
groups at the United Nations 
have decided to urge the 
Security Council to vote as 
soon as possible on a resolu- 
tion condemning the massacre 
of Palestinians last month at a 
mosque in Hebron on the 
Israeli-occupied West Bank, 
diplomats said. 

The council held three pub- 
lic sessions last week on the 
Feb. 25 killing of at least 60 
worshippers by an American- 
born settler who was a member 
of an extremist anti-Arab 
group. 

But negotiations, mainly be-, 
tween the. United States and' 
tiie Palestine Uberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO), have so far 
failed to produce agreement on 
all elements of a text. 

The main differences have 
been over the scope of mea- 
sures to ensure the security of 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, and the status of 
Jerusalem. 

Delegations comprising 
members of the Arab group 
and of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC) 
were to ask Security Council 
President Jean-Bernard 
Merimee of France to recon- 
vene the council to take a vote. 

Diplomats said this could 


mgs, it was expected 
Israel to implement 


happen late Tuesday or 
Wednesday. 

The Hebron massacre 
prompted the PLO to refuse to 
continue peace talks wirh 
Israel unless steps were .taken 
to protect the inhabitants of 
the occupied territories. 

The final text of the council 
resolution was uncertain since 
it has gone through numerous 
changes during negotiations 
and had not been formally 
submitted by Monday evening. 

Bat in addition to strongly 
condemning the Hebron loo- 
ted to call on 
implement measures 
armed at preventing illegal acts 
of violence by Israeli settlers. 

It was also expected to call 
for measures to be taken to 
guarantee the safety and pro- 
tection of the Palestinian civi- 
lians in the occupied territor- 
ies, including a temporary in- 
ternational presence, but not 
an armed U.N. force, as the 
PLO had originally wanted. 

Asked how the United 
States would react to a resolu- 
tion to which it still had some 
objections, a U.S. official 
would only say: “We are deter- 
mined to do everything we can 
to ensure that Security Council 
action on this issue does not 
damage the Middle East peace 
process.” 


At the U.S. State Depart- 
ment deputy spokesman 
Christine Shelly said: “The re- 
solution certainly remains very 
much on the council agenda 
and the negotiations are con- 
tinuing ... very actively. “I’m 
not in a position today to get 
into details on the specific con- 
tents." 

Nabil Shaath, a special PLO 
envoy, met last week with 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher and with the U.S. 
peace team headed by Dennis 
Ross. U.S. coordinator for the 
Middle East peace process. 

Over the weekend, Mr. 
Christopher spoke by tele- 
phone with Egyptian President 
Ho5ni Mubarak and Foreign 
Minister Amr Musa and with 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin, Ms. Shelly said. 

Ms. Shelly emphasised there 
has been no change in the U.S. 
position on the question of the 
international monitors which 
Mr. Christopher spelled out in 
congressional testimony last 
week. 

The United States, she said, 
considers it a matter that 
should be viewed in the con- 
text of the Israeli-PLO declara- 
tion of principles which con- 
tains a provision regarding 
“the temporary international 
or foreign presence as agreed 


on” by the parties. 

Asked to assess Israel’s 
follow-up on pledges to curb 
militant settleis in the after- 
math of the Hebron massacre,' 
Ms. Shelly replied: “We made 
it clear when the tragedy 
occurred that it was our ex- 
pectation that Prime Minister 
Rabin would carry out the 
commitment that tire govern- 
ment of Israel made to curb the 
activities of the militant settlers 
and to improve security for the 
Palestinians. We think certain- 
ly it’s very important that 
prompt and effective action be 
taken.” 

At the same time, the depu- 
ty spokesman said it was not 
appropriate “to get into a kind 
of scorecard of specific mea- 
sures" on the issue. 

“Clearly the overall issue of 
providing adequate security for 
Palestinians and for Israelis to 
work toward a peaceful resolu- 
tion of tbeir differences is ex- 
tremely important, and we re- 
main in very close consultation 
with the parties on the issue,” 
she said. 

In Tunis, PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat conferred .Mon- 
day with a Russian presidential 
envoy. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli jets attack 
resistance positions 


MARJAYOUN (Agencies) — 
Israeli warplanes blasted sus- 
pected bases of resistance 
forces in South Lebanon Tues- 
day in apparent retaliation for 
guerrilla attacks that killed 
nine Israeli affiliates a day ear- 
lier. 

Security sources said four 
fighter-bombers plunged from 
overcast skies to rocket the 
Mlita bluffs in Iqlim Al Tufah 
in two sorties at 2:25 p.m. 
(1225 GMT). 

Israel’s military command 
acknowledged the attack and 
said in a statement that the jets 
targeted the fundamentalist 
Hizbollah (Party of God). 

“The area attacked was 
under full control of the Hiz- 
bollah and the targets hit were 
used as launching points for 
training and attacks by the 
organisation." the Israeli state- 
ment said. 


The strike was Israel’s eighth 
in Lebanon this year. 

Smoke billowed over the 
bombed area. There was no 
immediate report of casualties 
in the air attack. 

Five minutes after the raid. 
Hizbollah traded artillery and 
mortar fire with Israeli and 
allied militiamen. 

Hizbollah lobbed mortar 
bombs at a post of Israel's 
South Lebanon Army (SLA) 
militia allies at Tallouseh on 
the edge of Israel’s occupation 
zone in South Lebanon but no 
one was hurt. The Israelis and 
SLA fired back artillery. 

The raid came a day after 
Hizbollah and Palestinian 
guerrillas killed nine SLA mili- 
tiamen and wounded 14 others 
in a wave of attacks against the 
15-kilometre deep buffer en- 
clave. 


Arab MK urges Israeli 
pullout from Arab lands 


QUNAITRA. Syria (Agen- 
cies) — A delegation of Israeli 
Arab leaders expressed honor 
Tuesday at the damage 
wreaked by Israeli troops in 
rhis town 20 years ago and 
called for Israel’s withdrawal 
from occupied territories. 

“This is a criminal act by the 
Zionist movement committed 
for the sake of destruction." 
Israeli Member of Knesset 
(MK) Taleb Sanaa told the 
Associated Press. “Israel 


should understand that such 
destructive measures give the 
other side the right to commit 
similar actions." 

Mr. Sanaa and the rest of the 
58-member delegation, headed 
by Abdul Wahab Darawshe, 
also an MK’. toured the ghostly 
streets of Qunaitra on" a trip 
organised by the Foreign 
Ministry. 

The delegation, which in- 
cludes ooliticians, academics. 

(Continued on page 5) 


The Embassy of the Hellenic Republic 
in Amman informs with deepest regret and profound 
grief that 

Her Excellency the Minister of Culture 

Melina Mercouri, 

died on Sunday, March 6th, 1994 in New York. A 
register of condolences will be opened at the Ambassa- 
dor’s residence Wednesday 9th and Thursday 10th of 
March 1994 between 12-30 and 1430 


i 







Middle East News 


N. Yemeni officer 
says his soldiers 
prevent secession 


SANAA ( R) — The comman- 
der of a northern Yemeni bri- 
gade which fought southern 
wops Iasi month said his unit 
was stopping the south from 
■breaking away. 

Colonel AJi A1 Jayifi, com- 
mander of the Amaliqah bri- 
gade. also accused troops of 
the former South Yemen of 
refusing to comply with orders 
from a joint military commit- 
tee which is trying, to disengage 
northern and 'southern forces. 

His remarks were published 
on Monday by the weekly En- 
olish -language Yemen Times. 

Amaliqah clashed with the 
southern Wahda (unity) Bri- 
gade in the southern province 
of Abyan on Feb. 21, only 
hours after a national recon- 
ciliation accord signed in Jor- 
dan by President Ali Abdullah 
Saleh and Vice-President Ali 
Salem A1 Beedh, 

The two men were respec- 
tively leaders of North and 
South Yemen before the two 
merged in 1990. 

Col. Jayifi told the Yemen 
Times that southern forces 
loyal to Mr. Beedh’s Yemen 
Socialist Party (YSP) tried to 
disloage Amaliqah from their 
southern base “because they 
have become an obstacle to the 
YSP’s intention to declare 
separation from the Yemeni 
union.” 

This was the most serious 
and open charge by an army 
commander against the YSP 
since the righting started, poli- 
tical sources said. 

Mr. Saleh and Mr. Beedh 
entrusted a military committee 
with disengaging the forces, 
returning them to their original 
bases and organising the with- 
drawal of army units from for- 
mer North-South Yemen bor- 
der areas. 

The committee included 
Yemeni, Jordanian and Omani 
military men and the U.S. and 
French military attaches in 
Son 22 

But Col. Jayifi said the 
southern forces refused “to 
comply with the orders of the 
military committee which 
seeks to disengage the forces. 
They got orders to return to 
their pre-Aug. 19 positions. 
They .moved a few kilometres 
and-stopped.” 

.There was no immediate in- 
dependent confirmation of the 
charge. 

‘ Toe crisis between Mr. Saleh 
and Mr. Beedh surfaced on 
Aug. 19. 

A southern commander. 


Colonel Salem A1 Saidi of the 
pro- YSP popular militia forces 
in Abyan. told the Yemen 
Times that Amaliqah troops 
were setting checkpoints and 
blocking normal military 
ammunition and other supplied 
to southern forces. 

He said the Amaliqah “want 
to continue to have the upper 
hand in the military balance.” 

There have been no fresh 
reports on the activities of the 
joint military committee and 
political sources said it had 
apparently run into problems 
in separating forces in the AI- 
Bayda Mukayrus area, a dis- 
trict on the old North-South 
Yemen border where rival un- 
its face each other. 

President Saleh vowed on 
Sunday to use all means to 
protect the unity of Yemen 
against attempts to destroy it. 

Sanaa Television, reporting 
on Mr. Saleh's meeting witE 
religious leaders and members 
of the judicial council, said he 
discussed “the ominous dan- 
gers threatening the unity’ of 
the country and the flare of 
civil sedation between its peo- 
ples.” 

“Unity belongs to all Yeme- 
nis,” the television quoted Mr. 
Saleh as saying. “It is the des- 
tiny of our people and it will 
not be given up no matter what 
the price will be.” 

He added: “Our people will 
protect their unity by all means 
and will not allow anybody to 
threaten or endanger it.” 

He said efforts would con- 
tinue to implement the peace 
accord he signed with Mr. 
Beedh in Jordan last month 
providing for political, econo- 
mic, military and administra- 
tive reforms. 

Mr. Saleh received a mes- 
sage from Sultan Qaboos of 
Oman on efforts to solve the 
political crisis in Yemen, Sanaa 
Radio said. 

The . message was conveyed 
by Oman's electricity minister, 
Mohammad Ben Ali AI 
Qutaibi, who attended the 
funeral of North Yemen's first 
president. Field Marshal 
Abdullah AI Sallal. 

Libyan Deputy Premier 
Mustapha Kharroubi also ar- 
rived in Sanaa to attend the 
funeral artd hoTtJ talks with 
Yemeni leaders, the radio saidi 

Mr. Beedh said in'. a state- 
ment that his YSP hgd. decided 
unilaterally “to stop as of Sun-' 
day acrimonous media ex- 
changes out of respect for Sal- 
lal’s memory." 



Kuwaitis with foreign husbands 
demand equal nationality rights 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti 
women married to foreigners, 
complaining about Kuwait's 
strict nationality laws, on Tues- 
day,' demanded that their chil- 
dren be granted Kuwaiti 
nationality and their husbands 
be allowed to work. 

“Kuwaiti women who are 
married to non-Kuwaitis are 
still suffering difficult and in- 
human circumstances and their 
children are still deprived of 
minimal human rights,” the 
Women's Social and Cultural 
Society said m a statement. 

The group stud it was voicing 
the feelings of 8,000 mixed 
marriage families for whom 
work and immigration formali- 
ties have become more difficult 
since Kuwait's 1991 Gulf war 
liberation from Iraqi occupa- 
tion. 

The group urged the govern- 
ment and parliament to re- 
move injustices it said were 
inflicted by “laws contradicting 
the constitution and interna- 
tional human rights pacts.” 

In Kuwait children take the 
father's nationality and non- 
Kuwaiti i husbands cannot take 
Kuwaiti citizenship. The issue 
is critical in a country where 
citizenship confer?, employ- 
ment, health, apd housing . ber 
nefits and sometimes the right 
to vote. 

The families' problems are 
snarled in lingering inter-Arab 


tensions following Iraq's 
seven-month occupation in 
1990-91. 

Kuwait's relations have been 
strained with a number of 
Arab states and groups since 
they expressed sympathy for 
Iraq during its seven-month 
occupation of the emirate. 

Many of the Women's hus- 
bands, mostly Yemenis, 
Sudanese, Iraqis, Palestinians, 
Jordanians and stateless 
Arabs, fled or were expelled 
during or after the Iraqi 
occupation and have not been 
allowed to return. Some of 
those who stayed have found it 
difficult to find work. 

The women’s statement 
listed seven demands: 

— Facilitating employment 
for their husbands and sons, 
granting Kuwaiti nationality to 
children of Kuwaiti widows or 
divorcees who were married to 
non-Kuwaiti husbands, provid- 
ing housing benefits for 
Kuwaiti women married to 
non-Kuwaiti husbands, allow- 
ing their children to apply for 
higher education institutions, 
free health care for their chil- 
dren, securing permanent re- 
sidency for children and hus- 
bands} -and allowing adults 
children- to chose between the 
mother's' or- father’-s 
nationality. 

Spy charge denied 

A man accused by Iraq of 


spying for Kuwait is neither a 
spy nor a Kuwaiti, newspapers 
reported on Tuesday. 

The man, Sabah Sultan Mar- 
dhi, is a stateless Arab and a 
former sergeant in the Kuwait 
air force who left the emirate 
of his own free will after the 
1991 Gulf war that ended 
Iraq's seven-month occupa- 
tion, AI Anba newspaper re- 
ported. 

Iraqi state television last 
week showed pictures of an- 
alleged spy, who was not 
named, with instruments, 
documents and what the TV 
called fake identity papers with 
which he entered Iraq from 
Kuwait. The man is m deten- 
tion in Iraq. 

The television gave no de- 
tails of his alleged spying, but 
official Iraqi newspapers said 
the Kuwaiti entered Iraq a year 
ago with instructions to cany 
out “tenoist and intelligence 
actions” inside Iraq. 

AI Anba reported: “A 
source in the moral guidance 
(public relations department) 
.of the Defence Ministry said 
that officer the Iraqi regime, 
alleged was a Kuwaiti spy is 
called Sabah Sultan Mardhi, a 
stateless (Arab)*, and he had 
been working in the Kuwait air 
force, and he left for Iraqi 
directly after the liberation 
upon his own will.” 


Trigger-happy Israeli troops squeeze peace talks 


By John West 

Reuter 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
— Not a riot shield, water 
cannon or even helmet was to 
be seen in the West Bank 
town of Hebron this week. 
Just bare-headed soldiers fir- 
ing live bullets at unarmed 
Palestinian stone-throwers — 
with deadly effect. 

• Six years after the Palesti- 
nian uprising began, Israel's 
army is still unwilling or un- 
able to apply basic crowd 
control techniques that would 
minimise Arab casualties. 
This was a human rights issue 
until last September. But 
since Israel ana the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
j.(PLO) became peace part- 
j ners. and particularly since 
the occupied territories 
erupted in rage at the Hebron 
massacre on' Feb. 25, it has 
become strategic, 
j * Israeli Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin is now trying to 
keep the lid on the surging 
'unrest at the same time as 
coaxing the PLO back to the 
negotiating table. 

1 But as politicians talked, at 
least 30 Palestinians were kil- 


led and hundreds wounded in 
clashes, according to hospital 
and human rights group 
sources. PLO leaders put 
army behaviour on the list of 
issues it wanted addressed 
before ft resumes talks. 

“We’d like not only settler 
violence curbed but also the 
brutality of the Israeli army,” 
said negotiator Nabil Shaath 
after meetings in the United 
States and Norway about res- 
tarting talks. 

In Gaza, local Fateh leader 
Sufian Abu Zeidah said offi- 
cials had asked the army to 
tone down their tactics but to 
no avail. 

“We tiy to persuade our 
people the peace process is 
worthwhile. Every new mar- 
tyr makes that more diffi- 
cult.” he said. 

“The normal Israeli soldier 
lives in a state of fear which 
makes him quick to open fire. 
But more important is the. 
policy of the army leadership 
which allows this.” added 
Mr. Abu Zeidah. 

Hie Israeli human rights 
group Betselem this week 
blasted the army, which 
poured reinforcements into • 
the territories, for “introduc- 


ing troops who are not 
trained, equipped and prac- 
tised in crowd dispersal using 
non-lethal measures." 

Betselem studied 12 of the 
deaths closely and concluded 
in none of .the cases were 
soldiers' lives in danger, a 
condition for opening fire on 
protesters. It said 11 of the 12 
were shot in the upper body 
or head with live amrnuni-" 
tion. 

The army confirmed 11 
Palestinians' killed since the 
massacre, a spokesman said. 
Five Israeli soldiers were re- 
ported injured. 

ANALYSIS 

“This is a military not a 
police presence. We use tear- 
gas and rubber bullets but 
other crowd control measures 
have been proved to be in- 
effective,' one military 
source said. 

Nervous soldiers in Heb- 
ron Iasi week, wearing ordin- 
ary military fatigues, often 
shot at stone-tn rowers as 
their only form of protection. 

Policing duties in the West 
Bank and Gaza have never 
been popular with army com- 


manders, who see their prime 
job as keeping Israel’s armed 
forces ready for war. not civil 
unrest. 

Since the peace agreement, 
Israel has started to put more 
border police units with some 
degree of crowd control ex- 
perience into the territories. 
But regular armv units still 
make up the bufk of forces 
there and is still the army 
ethos which rules. 

Army handling of Palesti- 
nian stone-throwers last week 
differed sharply from the way 
Israeli police handled similar 
riors by Israeli Arab citizens 
inside the Jewish state. Police 
used water cannons and trun- 
cheons rather than bullets to 
break up protests. 

“The army over the last 
seven years ’has fought the 
notion philosophically of any 
concessions which would turn 
them into a police force. You 
won't find anyone among 
Israel's strategic thinkers who 
is happy with the idea of 
crowd control said Joseph 
Alpher, head of the Jaffee 
Strategic Studies Centre. 

Political priorities close off 
some security options and 3re 
one cause of the high casualty 


rate. 

The Rabin government is 
trying to make peace with the 
PLO on the basis of limited 
self-rule, rejecting a Palesti- 
nian state. 

But the PLO is under in- 
tense pressure to abandon 
talks without wholesale poli- 
tical concessions from Israel. 
Palestinians in the territories 
are seething under the stric- 
test curfew in years. 

Both Palestinians and 
Israelis predict more unrest 
for weeks to come, and even 
a return to levels of street 
protests not seen since the 
peak of the Palestinian upris- 
ing. How the army handles 
that could tip the critical ba- 
lance of the peace process. 

But Palestinians talk of 
another big barrier as psycho- 
logical. They say the old 
Israeli view of Palestinian, as 
hostile aliens who must be 
subdued by a show of force, 
has yet to be changed, espe- 
cially in military circles, by 
the peace process. 

“They should have 
changed their mentality with 
peace but thev have ' not,” 
said Mr. Abu 2eidah. “They 
are still conquerors.” 


U.S. assails 
Sudan stand 
on rights 
investigator 

GENEVA (AP) — The Un- 
ited States on Monday conde- 
mned Sudanese threats against 
a human rights investigator as 
a “flagrant abuse” of the very 
foundations of the United Na- 
tions. 

In a campaign likened by 
some diplomats to Iran’s sent- 
ence of death against British 
author Salman Rushdie. Sudan 
has attacked a report by U.N.- 
appointed expert Gaspar Biro 
as blasphemous and accused 
him of being an enemy of 
Islam. 

“The United States con- 
demns the threats the 
Sudanese government has 
levelled at the special rappor- 
teur,” Geraldine Ferraro, chief 
U.S. delegate, told the U.N. 
Human Rights Commission. 

“Such treatment constitutes 
a flagrant abuse of the princi- 
ples which are the very founda- 
tions of the United Nations,” 
Ms. Ferraro said. 

Ironically, Sudan is currently 
a member of the 55-nation 
commission, the U.N.’s top 
: human rights watchdog. 

In a wide-ranging speech to 
j the commission, Ms. Ferraro- 
also criticised gross violations 
in former Yugoslavia, Iran, 
Burma, Cuba, Zaire and 
China. 

Despite long-standing 
allegations of human rights 
abuses in Tibet and the sup- 
pression of the pro-democracy 
movement, China is once again 
expected to escape formal cri- 
ticism by the commission, 
which wraps up its six-week 
annual session this week. 

Sudan is likely to be conde- 
mned. Mr. Biro's report ac- 
cused the government of wide- 
spread executions and torture 
in “ghost bouses” in northern 
Sudan and deliberate bombing 
of civilian targets in war-shat- 
tered southern parts. 

Mr. Biro, a Hungarian 
' lawyer, also charged that pro- 
visions in Sudan's criminal 
code on the death penalty, 
floggings' and amputations, 
based on Islamic law, violated 
international conventions to 
which Sudan is party. 

The government slammed 
these paragraphs as being 
“satanic” and demanded that 
Mr. Biro “be brought to jus- 
tice” by the United Nations. 

A prayer leader in Sudan has 
described the U.N. report as 
even more blasphemous than 
Mr. Rushdie’s book “The 
Satanic Verses.” A parlia- 
mentarian demanded a “fat- 
wa’’ or religious dictum au- 
thorising Muslims to slay Mr. 
'Biro, similar to the Iranian 
order hanging over Mr. Rush- 
die’s head. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9, 1994 


Spain probes reports of 
Kuwaiti payoffs for war 


MADRID (AP) — The Span- 
ish government has announced 
that it would investigate 
charges that the Kuwait Invest- 
ment Office (KIO) paid hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars to 
Spanish politicians and others 
to win their support in the Gulf 
war. 

The allegations, which have 


surfaced periodically since last 
summer, nave in the past been 
denied by Kuwaiti officials and 
some former managers at 
KIO’s bankrupt Spanish sub- 
sidiary, Grupo Torras. 

“The government has the 
strongest 'interest in the rapid 
and complete clarification of 
the facts referred to in these 
reports,” government spokes- 
man Miguel Gil told journal- 
ists. 

The attorney general's office 
will cany out the investigation, 
Mr. GU said. 

The government’s 
announcement came -.on the- 
heels of fresh allegations pub- 
lished this weekend by Spain's 
leading daily, El Pais. 

The' newspaper, citing an 
anonymous former Grupo Tor- 
res Executive, said KIO — the 
investment arm of the Kuwaiti 
government — paid $300 mil- 
lion to unnamed politicians,* 
institutions and others as the 
oil-rich emirate sought interna- 
tional help in expelling Iraqi 
troops woo had invaded in 
1990. 

■ Although it never publicly 
acknowledged its role, the- 
Spanish government supported 
the international alliance that 
formed to oppose Iraq and 
allowed allied bombers to use 
Spanish bases when launching 
attacks on Iraqi positions. 

El Pais also alleged that KIO 
officials had transferred S70 
milli on in Grupo Torras funds 
into their own personal 
accounts in England and 
Switzerland. El Pais said sever- 
al KZO and Grupo Torres ex- 
ecutives benefited from the 
alleged transfers, but named 
only two of them: Sheikh 
Fahad Mohammad AI Sabah, 
the former KIO chairman, and 
Fuad Jaffar, a former KIO vice 
president. 

The newspaper carried no 
comment from either man and 
said its information came from 
anonymous British court 
sources. KIO is seeking $500 
million in damages from for- 
mer Grupo Torras executives 
in a lawsm'r filed' in London. 

' £1 Pais said British author- 
ities had frozen bank accounts 


owned by Mr. Jaffar and Mr. 
Sabah, a cousin of Kuwait's 
emir. Sheikh Jaber AI Ahmad 
AI Sabah. 

KIO officials in London re- 
fused to comment Monday on 
the Spanish investigation or 
the El Pais reports. 

The allegations of war-re- 
lated payoffs first surfaced last 
July when the financial Times 
of London reported that 
Kuwait used the money to buy- 
votes in the United Nations. 

At the time. Kuwaiti Fi- 
nance Minister Nasser Al 
Rowdhan denied the reports 
and said the charges were “low 
attempts by those who embez- 
zled public money to justify" 
what they did. i 

Grupo Torras, which had a 
variety of Spanish holdings in 
real estate, chemicals, rood 
and other sectors, suspended 
holdings in real estate, chemic- 
als, food and other sectors, 
suspended payments in De- 
cember 1992 with losses of SI .6 
billion over two years. KIO 
officials alleged the bankruptcy 
was caused by mismanagement 
and embezzlement by Grupo 
Torras executives. 

One of the key figures in 
Grupo Torras, “Javier de la 
Rosa, told Spanish news media 
this weekend that there had 
been no political payoffs, but 
that company funds had been 
transferred outside of Spain on 
orders from KIO officials at its 
London headquarters. 

In September, however, Mr. 
De La Rosa gave the New 
York Times a different 
account. 

“During the Gulf war I am 
aware of the transfer of about 
$300 million that was made 
from the Torras group in order 
to make political payments to 
gain snpport for the war 
effort." he told the newspaper. 
“But again, I was merely 
acting on instructions from 
London.” 

Kuwait denies report 

Kuwait on Tuesday denied 
• the allegations it made illegal 
payments from state invest- 
ment holdings in Spain. 

“We can only repeat again 
that the government of Kuwait 
did not request or authorise 
any payments of that nature.” 
a senior Kuwaiti official said. 

“We would welcome any in- 
vestigation, as we have 'said 
many times previously. We 
would really welcome an inves- 
tigation.” 


U.N. expects deal on 
Cyprus confidence steps 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — 
Greek and Turkish Cypriot 
leaders should be able to bring 
indirect talks on a package of 
confidence-building measures 
to a successful conclusion with- 
in a few weeks. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali said 
Monday. 

“Agreement will represent 
the most important develop- 
ment on the island in two 
decades and will open a new 
and more positive vista for the 
future,” he said in a report to 
the Security Council. 

“On the 'Other hand., the con- 
sequences of failure will cer- 
tainly be very negative,” he 
cautioned. 

Cyprus has been virtually 
partitioned since 1974, when 
troops from Turkey landed in 
the north of the island after a 
short-lived coup in Nicosia en- 
gineered by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The United Nations has been 
trying for years to reunite the 
island under a federal system. 
But as an interim measure it 
has proposed a series of steps 
"feigned to bufld confidence be- 
tween the two estranged com- 
munities. 

The most important of these 
would involve reopening, 
under U.N. administration. 


Nicosia's airport and the de- 
serted, Greek Cypriot-owned 
resort of Varosha, in the Tur- 
kish Cypriot-controlled part of 
the island. 

Referring to President Glaf- 
cos derides, who heads the 
Greek Cypriot community, 
and Turkish Cypriot leader 
Rauf Denktash, Dr. Ghali 
wrote: 

“It is positive that the lead- 
ers of the two communities in 
“Cyprus have accepted in prin- 
ciples the package of confi- 
dence-building measures and 
that they have begun intensive 
discussions in Nicosia with my 
representatives on the basis of 
agreed arrangements” to work 
out means of implementing the 
package. 

For the package to achieve 
its purpose, “the current pro- 
ximity talks cannot be drawn 
out,” be added, alluding to 
separate meetings that each 
leader has been holding with 
the U.N. special envoy, former 
Canadian Foreign Ministry Joe 
dark, and his deputy, Gustave 
Feissel. 

“Given the necessary good 
will, it ought to be possible for 
the two leaders to bring the 
proximity talks to a positive 
conclusion within a few 
weeks,” Dr. Ghali said. 
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CHURCHES 

St, Maty of Nazareth Church Swctfkb, 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

Si. Joseph Church Tel. 624590. 
Church of the Azmandadou Tel. 
637440. 

De is Saik Church Tel. 661757 
Temsancta Church Tel: 622366 


Church of the AnmmdUoa Tel. 
623S41. 

Anglican Church Td. 630851. Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catboic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church TcJ. 
775261. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

It will be relatively cold and partly 
cloudy wilh a chance of scattered 
showers, while winds will be south- 
westerly light to moderate. In Aqaba, 
partly cloudy weather conditions will 
prevail, whiic winds will he northerly 
moderate and seas calm. 


MinJMax. icmp. 

Amman 3 1 15 

Aqaba 10/24 

Deserts 2 / ie 

Jordan Valley 8/ 20 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 17, Aqaba 22. Humidity readings: 
Amman 43 per ocnl. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Nidal As'ad 751672 

Dr. Rizq Abu Zina 89429S 

Dr. Muhammad Al Ghoul 790730 

Firas pharmacy 6619)2 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AI Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Sdam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisam pharmacy 637660 

Nairoujh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

irbik 

Dr. AIA1 Omari 272032 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Fawaz Hamdallah 903644 

Khahfch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637] 1 1 

Civil Defence Department ...... 661111 

Ovil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Gvil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Department (30321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661 176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 II 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs .. .. 66IHI1 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority 6HOIOO 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 


Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Ind. Airport 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity, J.Amn... 644281/6 
Akilcb Maternity. J. Amn.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmchani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, Al-Muhajrccn 777101/3 

Al'Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Army.SMarfca 891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224/V50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hikraa Modem Hospital (09)990990 

1KB Rh 

Princess Basou Hospiul (02)27555$ 

Creek Csiiwfic Hospital (021272275 

Ibn Al Nafccs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princes Hava Hospital (OM314IU 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1) 

Aqaba (RJ) 

°fc55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

B 9M Jeddah (RJ) 

Lantacs (RJil 

15:00 .... New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

MS* London (RJ) 

lfc50 Istanbul (RJ) 

17:25 Brussels. Paris (RJ) 

IffcOfl Madrid. Geneva (RJ) 

1*:10 Frankfurt. Vienna (RJ) 

18:10 Toronto. Montreal (RJ) 

1&30 Romc(RJ) 

Aqaba (Rl) 

23:45 Cairo (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2 ) 

05:85 Rome (AZ) 

0fc35 Cairo (MS) 

10-J0 Jeddah (SA) 

I0-J0 Sanaa (IY) 

1135 Abu Dhabi. Doha (GF) 

14:35 Karachi. Abu Dhabi (PI) 

18-15 Phris. Damascus (AF) 

1*45 Beirut (MB) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 

05:39 Aqaba (RJ) 

•M0 Rome (RJ) 

10:15 .... Amsterdam. New Yorfc(RJ) 

10530 Berlin. London (RJ) 

'11:00 .Istanbul (RJ) 

11:10 Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

1*30 Colombo fRJ) 

1 .... Cairo (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

20J20 New Delhi (RJ) 

2*3* Adcn(RJ) 

20*5 Aqaba (RJ) 

21 ^0 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 

22:45 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Rights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut. Paris(AF) 

Rome ( AZ) 

Bcinil(ME) 

Jf5 Jeddah (SU) 

“ Abu Dhabi (GF) 

lSM Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PI) 

HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


Dtp. Anon , 
Ait. Daman 


... &0Qa,m. every Monday 
■— P-m. every Mondal 


Dtp. Damascus 7:30 i.m, every Sunday 

Air.Amnm 5:00 pjn. every Sunday 

MARKET PRICES 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fits per kg. 

Apple 550/ 650 

Banana 680 

Banana (Mufcammar) 620 

Cabbage 70 / 40 

Carrot 170/120 

Cauliflower 220/ 150 

Clementine 260/200 

Cucumbers! large) 200/ 150 

Cucumbers (small) 360/260 

Eggplant M /120 

Garlic 1I00WXJ 

Grape Fruit 220/150 

Green beam 850/650 

Lemon UW/ 100 

Marrow (large) 150/ 100 

Marrow (small) 320 / 220 

Olives (green) 7U0/5OO 

Orange 540 200 

Onion (dry) 35(1/300 

Onion (green) 260 / 180 

Peas 850/650 

Pepper (hot) 480/360 

Pepper (sweet) 460 / 400 

Potato 290/ 190 

Radish 140/ 80 

Tomato 270/ 180 

Spinach .; 170 / 100 

Stringbcans 1200/900 
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Man arrested for burglaries in W. Amman 

Stolen cache put on display for retrieval by owners 



QUEEN NOOR HOSTS IFTAR: Her 
Majesty Queen Norn* Monday receives her guests 
at an Iftar for the wires of Arab and Muslim 
diplomats at Raghodan Palace. Attending the 
banquet were Their Royal Highnesses Princesses 


Sarvath, Aisha and Rania, Mrs. Abdni Salem 
MajaG, Mrs. Marwan Qassem and Mrs. In’am 
Mufti. The guests also indnded the wives of 
heads of international organisations, women 
activities and members of professional unions 
(Photo by George Crystal) 


Government works on revising 
agricultural sector — Gammoh 


AMMAN (Petra) — One day 
before a threatened strike by 
Jordan Valley fanners. Minis- 
ter of Finance Sami Gammoh' 
said the government was con- 
ducting a comprehensive revi- 
sion of the agricultural sector 
in order to tackle impediments 
to production and marketing. 

The revision is being con- 
ducted with the help of a Cana- 
dian firm, and the results will 
be announced soon, said the 
minister. 

Mr. Gammoh was speaking 


at a meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdni Salam Majali and 
members of the Lower House 
of Parhameat Finance Com- 
mittee. 

Jordan Valley farmers Sun- 
day had said they would strike 
to urge the government to help 
them market their products 
locally and abroad at reason- 
able rates and to press for a 
reassessment of the country's 
agricultural policies. 

According to Mr. Gammoh, 
the government continues to 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 

Crown Prince attends officer’s Iftar 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, Monday attended an Iftar hosted by 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff General Abdul Hafez* 
Kfirai A1 Kaabneh for army officers at the Officers' Club in 
Zarqa. Prince Hassan conveyed to those present* at the 
Banquet the greetings of His Majesty King Hussein and 
briefed them on the latest international and regional develop- 
ments. The Crown Prince stressed the importance of defend- 
ing tbe Constitution and safeguarding the Kingdom, pointing 
to the value of sound pkgming in- developing die society. - 
Prince Hassan and the officers performed A1 Maghreb prayers - ■ 
together. 

Princess Basma supervises distribution of aid 

JORDAN VALLEY (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma Tuesday supervised the distribution of in-kind con- 
tributions to 800 families in 21 population centres in the 
central Jordan Valley and donated JD 3,000 to the charitable 
society there. Princess Basma toured Fannonsh, Maysarah and 
the southern Twal region, where she met with beads of village 
councils and representatives of the youth and women’s sector. 

1 8 women to bilionoured 

AMMAN (Petra) — Under the patronage of Her Majesty 
Queen Noor, the General Federation of Jordanian Women 
Thursday will hold a special ceremony at the Royal Cultural 
Centre to mark International Women’s Day which fell 
Tuesday, according to the federation's president, Haifa Abu 
Gbazaleh. During tbe celebration 18 pioneers of voluntary 
work will be honoured. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

“- Installa tion' 7 Inspired by Azraq by artist Andreja Kulundc 
at Darat A! Fanun of the Abdni Hameed Sboman Foundation 
in Jabal Luweibdeh (7:00 p.m«9:00 p.m.». Also showing 
“per man ent'* exhibition of 54 contemporary Arab artists (Td. 
643251/2). 

* Art exhibition by artists Widad Ai OrfaK and Abdul Hussein 
Twaq at the (Mali Art Gallery in Urn Uthaina (Td. 826932). 

* Art exhibition by artist Gbassan Ayasrah at the Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

& Plastic art exhibition by several artists at tbe Royal Cultural 
Centre. 

^Exhibition of Jordanian products at tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Exhibition Of works of art by the Arab Centre for Vocational 
Training at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Art exhibition by artist Jalal Ariqat at Ab'ad Art Gallery (HhOO 
a.m.-8:00 p.m. except Fridays). 

* Art exhibition by Iraqi artist Fade! Mahmoud at the Alia Art 
Gallery (8:30 a.m.-2-J0 p.m.). 

£ Ex hibition of medical herbs at tbe Royal Cultural Centre. 

It Book exhibition at the Royal Cultural Centre (7:00 p.m.- 
midnighl). 

-ft Art exhibition by Jordanian artists at the Royal Cultnra) Centre 
(7:00 p.m.-midnight). 

it Wood carving exhibition by artist Samer O usama at the French 
Cultural Centre. 

CHARITY BAZAAR 

☆ Charity bazaar displaying stationery, artificial flowers, hand- 
icrafts, and clothes at the dinks compound of the Jordan 
University Hospital (10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m.). 

MUSICAL PERFORMANCE 

☆ Musical performance by the National Institute of Music at the 
Royal Cultural Centre at 8:30 p.m. 

POETRY RECITAL 

☆ Poetry recital by Dr. Werner Wagner of poems by German 
poets Holderlin, Efchendorif, Heine, and Morike at the 
Goethe-Institut at 8:00 p-m- 


search for new markets abroad 
for Jordanian agricultural pro- 
ducts and is currently setting 
up a share holding company 
grouping the private and public 
sectors to help achieve that 
goal. 

He said this company would 
become operative as of Aug. 1, 
1994. 

He added that the govern- 
ment is also forming a commit- 
tee to stimulate the work of the 
Jordan Cooperative Organisa- 
tion (JCO). 

Amnesty 

marks 

women’s 

day 

, AMMAN (Petra)- On the 
occasion of International 
■ Women’s Day a* preis 1 ' confer- 
ence was held at the Amnesty 
International (AI) branch here 
daring which Secretary Gener- 
al of Jordan's chapter of AI 
Tawfiq Abu Bakr reviewed the 
provisions on women's rights 
contained in the United Na- 
tions Charter and International 
Covenant on Cultural and So- 
cial Rights. 

Dr. Abu Bakr said these 
provisions have stressed the 
need for ensuring equality be- 
tween men and women. But he 
said there is a large gap be- 
tween these provisions and 
their implementation. 

He noted that there are 
tremendous violations of 
women's rights in various parts 
of the world. 

AI Executive Com- 
mittee member Asroa Khader 
* reviewed the achievements of 
women in Jordan. She said 
Jordanian women have partici- 
pated in political life, and “so 
far Jordanian women have 
joined the legislative and ex- 
ecutive powers and we hope to 
see women participating in the 
judiciary... 

Mrs. Khader said Interna- 
tional Women's Day is an 
opportunity to reiterate that 
advancing the status of Jorda- 
nian women is a joint responsi- 
bility and that social develop- 
ment and family welfare can- 
not be achieved except through 
■securing rights for women. 


By Rana Hnsseini 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Police Tuesday 
arrested a man in the act of 
burglarising a home in the 
West Amman area, accord- 
ing to Amman Police Chief 
Brigadier General Abdullah 
Habahbeh. 

According to Brig. 
Habahbeh, the suspect (31) 
was arrested in the pre-dawn 
hours while exiting a house 
he had just burglarised. 

The official told the Jordan 
Times police were alerted by 
neighbours that a burglary 
was in progre s next door. A 
nearby police unit responded 
to the call and apprehended 
the suspect. 

Police said the man. identi- 
fied as J.A.K., a father of 
three, confessed to the crime. 
The suspect also admitted 
committing similar burglaries 
in the past, said the police 
chief. 

A search of the suspect's 
home in Sweileh revealed a 
large amount of stolen goods, 
including jewellery, watches, 
cameras, stereos, foreign cur- 
rency and coin collections, 
said Brig. Habahbeh. 

Accor ding to the official, 
the suspect had a police re- 
cord involving several burg- 
laries. 

The official said, the sus- 
pect had sold some of the 
stolen items, and tbe author- 
ities collected what remained 
and have called the burglary 


victims to report to the Am- 
man Police Department in 
Abdali to identity and re- 
trieve their belongings. 

Mr. Habahbeh called on 
the public to exert caution in 
protecting their valuables, 
particularly when they plan 
to be away from home. He 
added that citizens should 
alert their local police depart- 
ments of any suspicious acti- 
vities in their neighbour- 
hoods. 

Police search for 
reckless driver 

Madaba police are sear- 
ching for a man in his mid-30s 
who Monday evening refused 
to stop for a patrol, struck 
another traffic official about 
a few kilometres beyond the 
patrol, then crashed into an 
electricity pole and fled the 
scene on foot, a police report 
said. 

The report said the patrol 
officers signalled for the driv- 
er of a gold BMW to pull 
over because the car he was 
driving bore no tags. But the 
driver sped up and passed the 
patrol, according to the re- 
port. 

Police units in the area 
were alerted to look out for 
the suspect, who they de- 
scribed as driving recklessly. 

A traffic official on 
motorcycle caught up with 
the suspect and signalled for 
him to pull over. Instead the 
suspect swerved bis vehicle, 
striking the officer. 
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Items retrieved from several burglaries commit- 
ted in the West Amman area are put on display 


at the Amman Police Department 'a Abdali for 
identification and claim by burgh .ry victims 


According to tbe report, 
when tbe suspect approached 
the Zizia area, he lost control 
of his vehicle and struck an 
electricity pole. When the 
police chase car arrived at the 
scene of the accident, the 
suspect had disappeared. 

Police searched the car and 
found a passport and some 
documents. They said the 


passport was registered to a 
man with the initialis F.T.F. 
and a customs statement reg- 
istered to an individual with 
the initials F.K.D. 

Tbe report said the injured 
traffic official was listed in 
good condition. 

Police said they have good 
description of the suspect and 
are continuing their search. 


Also Monday a police car 
patrol chased and 
apprehended a car thief in his 
mid -20s, a police official told 
the Jordan Times. 

According to the official, 
the suspect confessed to 
stealing 14 other cars, all 
Mercedes. 

He told police he stole the 
cars for joy rides 


IAF repeats demand for release 
of movie- house blast suspects 


House begins debate 
on standards draft law 


Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Islamic Action 
Front (IAF) deputies have 
reiterated their demand for tbe 
release of unconvicted Islamist 
activists arrested last month in 
connection with explosions in 
Amman and Zarqa movie 
theatres. 

“We demand the release of 
those who were not con- 
victed,” before the fell of Eid 
: Al.Fitr at the beginning’ of next 
, week, IAF parliamentary bloc 
spokesman Hamzeh Mansour 
I said Tuesday. 

Nine people were injured in 
last month's blasts at the Rivoli 
theatre m Amman and Salwa 
movie theatre in Zarqa. In- 
formed sources had earlier 
linked the arrested suspects to 
what they called “the 
Afghans,” which is a group of 
Jordanian Islamist fun- 
damentalists who took pan in 
the Afghan Mujahedeen war 
against the former Soviet Un- 
ion. IAF Deputy Bassam 
Omoush told the Jordan Times 
that the IAF lawmakers have 


sent the government a memor- 
andum in which they requested 
the release of the Islamist sus- 
pects but have received “no 
response yet.” 

Mr. Mansour said that “mas- 
sive arrests” were made in 
connection with the explo- 
sions, and those not convicted- 
should be released to ensure 
justice and freedom. He said 
he “fully” supported the 
“punishment” of individuals 
who are proven guilty of invol- 
vement: in "the crime;”- but 
added that justice should be 
carried out towards those inno- 
cent of the charges brought 
against them. 

A weekly tabloid Tuesday 
quoted IAF Deputy Moham- 
mad Oweidah as saying that he 
had witnessed the arrest of the 
IAF secretariate “despite the 
fact that the arrest warrant did 
not have the secretariate’s 
name on it.” 

AI Bilad weekly also quoted 
Mr. Oweideh as claiming that 
political parties were being 
“harassed by security forces” 
and that “democracy is being 


Clipped by these random 
arrests.” 

The tabloid quoted an un- 
named senior member of the 
Muslim Brotherhood Move- 
ment as saying that Islamists 
were targets of “rumours and 
traps which are the making of 
our Jewish enemies, their 
agents and collaborators.” 
According to AI Bilad, the 
brotherhood official rejected 
accusations that the govern- 
ment was trying to “harm the 
Islamists reputation.” 

" r His Majesty King Hussein 
spent his life calling for Arab 
and Muslim unity. (The 
King’s) awareness and political 
wisdom are enough reason for 
us not to believe” that the 
government is spreading 
rumours against the Islamists, 
the paper quoted the brother- 
hood leader as saying. 

IAF deputies are awaiting 
the return of Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majali from his 
trip to Saudi Arabia to perform 
Umra, to “remind” the gov- 
ernment of the issue, said Mr. 
Mansour. 


4 Asian countries confirm 1.4m tonnes 
in phosphate imports from Jordan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Malaysia, 
Indonesia, South Korea and 
Japan have confirmed that 
they are purchasing a total of 
1.4 million tonnes of Jordanian 
phosphate during 1994, 
according to Jordan Phosphate 
Mines Company (JPMC) 
Director General Satneh 
Madam. 

Mr. Madani, who Tuesday 
returned to Amman from a- 
tour of the Asian nations, said 
discussions with officials in tbe 
four countries covered pros- 
pects of increasing Jordan’s 
phosphate exports. 


He added that a study was 
conducted on these countries* 
actual needs of phosphate and 
ways to enable Jordan to com- 
pete with the other mineral- 
exporting nations. 

Mr. Madani tokl the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, that he 
and tbe team accompanying 
him on the tour discussed 
JPMCs expansion projects, 
particularly at Shidieh mine in 
southern Jordan. 

Tbe JPMC had said that by 
the end of 1995, tbe Shidieh 
mines would produce as much 
as 2.7 million tonnes of phos- 


phate annually. 

The company last December 
published a statement in which 
it said the mines are being 
readied to produce up to 10 
million tonnes of phosphate by 
the year 2000. 

During tbe visit to Indone- 
sia, said Mr. Madam, tbe team 
met with the minister of indus- 
try and briefed him on the 
company’s operations. 

Mr. Madani quoted the In- 
donesian minister as saying 
that his country was deter- 
mined to cooperate with tbe 
JPMC. 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Tuesday 
began debating the new speci- 
fications and standards draft 
law of 1993 and reviewed 11 of 
the 31 articles of the law with 
only minor amendments. 

The rapporteur of the Leg- 
islative Committee, Deputy 
Abdul Kareem Dughmi read 
out the law as presented to the 
Lower House by the govern- 
ment. Minister of Industry and. 
Trade Rima Kbalaf answered 
the deputies’ questions and 
commented on their sugges- 
tions. 

According to the draft law, a 
specifications and standards in- 
stitution is to be established, 
replacing the Specifications 
and Standards Department, 
and charged with devising a 
national system for specifica- 
tions and standards. 

The House has earlier in the 
session listened to the govern- 
ment's response to several 
questions put forward by de- 
puties. 

Minsiter of Health Abdul 
Rahim Malhas said the govern- 
ment has decided it would buy 
Al-Nadeem Hospital in Mada- 
ba for JD 1,950,000, but nego- 
tiations continue between the 
Ministry of Finance and the 
hospital owners. 

The hospital owner, 
Nadeem Twal, the minister 
said, had asked JD 2300,000 
for tbe facility, but repeated 
re-estimates and negotiations 
with Mr. Twal put the final 
offer at JD 1,950,000. 

The Ministry of Healrh, Dr. 
Malhas said, stopped following 
up the issue and is now await- 
ing the finalisation of financial 
transactions with Mr. Twal. 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
(Tafileb) had said that the min- 
isterial committee entrusted 
with estimating tbe hospital's 


total value and assets had in-' 
creased the amount from. 
1.524.000 to JD 1.950.000. “an 
increase of dinars half a million . 
above the highest estimate prer 
sented by the technical com- 
mittee formed for this pur-, 
pose.” 

Dr. Malhas said that follow- 
ing lengthy negotiations with- 
Mr. Twal, the government' 
offered a JD 20.000 increase to, 
compensate for losses incurred 
as a result of closing the hospit- 
al for four years upon the 
request of the director of the! 
defunct National Medical Insti- 
tute and partial compensation 
for the fees of a private com-* 
pany which undertook the 
feasibility study of the hospital 
purchase. 

The owner rejected the offer ; 
of JD 1,750,000 and the Coun- 
cil of Ministers decided that 
the final offer be set at JD 
1,950,000. 

In a response to a question 
by Deputy Abdul Raouf 
Rawabdeh (Irbid) on the doc- 
tors appointed as part-time 
consultants to the Ministry of 
Health, Dr. Malhas said that 
their services were terminated 
because one of them referred a 
non-emergency case to a pri- 
vate hospital. 

“None of these doctors have 
the authority to refer cases to 
private hospitals, although 
they are all private sector doc- 
tors.” Dr. Malhas said. 

Two questions by Deputy 
Abdul Aziz Jaber (Amman) on 
the increase of the price of 
imported French chicken and 
by Deputy Tawfeeq Kreishan 
(Ma’an) on the glass factory in 
Ma'an were not discussed be- 
cause the two concerned de- 
puties were absent from Tues- 
day’s session. 

The house is to meet again 
Wednesday to complete its dis- 
cussion of the draft law of the 
standards and specifications in- 
stitution and a number of other 
issues. 


Self-styled ‘ Palestinian provisional leadership’ sends letter to Clinton 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A group of 
Palestinians, believed to be 
mainly returnees from Kuwait 
who have set up a self-styled 
“Palestinian government — 
provisional leadership coun- 
cil," has sent a message to U.S. 
President Bill Clinton disown- 
ing tiie Palestine liberation 
Organisation (?lO) and call- 
ing on Washington to shift its 
stand away from the PLO in 
the quest for a Middle East 
peace settlement. 

Palestinian observers and di- 
plomats dismissed the group as 
insignificant. Some said they 
never beard of such a group 
and others said it did not repre- 
sent any large number of 
Palestinians and did not enjoy 
grass-roots support. 

The group, if indeed it has 
any membership that warrants 
such a description, appears to 
be one that first surfaced in 


Jordan in late 1990, mainly 
represented by one man who 
used to describe himself as a 
Palestinian journalist who was 
forced out of Kuwait following 
the Iraqi invasion of the emi- 
rate. 

The man, who gave varying 
names to different people, 
claimed that be represented 
“the sons of Palestine who 
enjoy grass-roots support in 
the occupied territories, parti- 
cularly the West Bank.” 

• “We will show our real 
strength when the time is right, 
and we will take over the lead- 
ership of the Palestinian peo- 
ple everywhere," tbe man has 
reportedly told news organisa- 
tions before disappearing from 
view for some time. 

According to some Palesti- 
nian sources, the man has sup- 
porters among a few of the 
Palestinian returnees from 
Kuwait who resented the 
PLO’s sympathy for Iraq dur- 
ing the Gtdf crisis. The PLO 


stand, they argued, had led to 
their ouster from the emirate. 

A copy of a letter from the 
group, addressed to “United 
States of America, Washing- 
ton, White House, his kind 
attention his exce'-lency the 
prisedent of the United States 
Mr. Bill ■ Clinton” (sic), was 
made available to the Jordan 
Times Tuesday. 

The typed message was on a 
letterhead bearing tbe name 
“Palestinian government — 
provisional leadership coun- 
cil,” and had an official- 
looking rubber stamp. 

A recorded voice answered 
calls to a telephone number 
given in the letterhead. 

No comment was im- 
mediately available from the 
U.S. embassy here, whether it 
had received a copy of the 
letter or how it was treating the 
purported group. 

Tbe undated letter said the 
PLO “doesn’t represent the 
Palestinians under the occupa- 


tion and immigrants all over 
the world," and that the Tunis- 
based organisation “represents 
only those who are employees 
and having orders and salaries 
from (Chairman Yasser) Ara- 
fat.” 

“We as Palestinians are very 
grateful to your administra- 
tion, which collected financial 
aid to die occupied territor- 
ies," said the letter, written in 
poor English, in an apparent 
reference to Washington’s role 
in securing international 
pledges worth more than $2.2 
billion to support the Sept. 13 
Israel-PLO accord. 

The rambling letter, parts of 
which did not make much 
sense, said economic develop- 
ment of the occupied territor- 
ies was not possible if it was 
“run by military mentality peo- 
ple.” and suggested that an 
international conference be 
held in Jordan to elect “a 
temporary Palestinian adminis- 
tration to run the occupied 


territories” with help from Jor- 
dan. The proposed administra- 
tion should tackle the various 
aspects of the situation of the 
occupied territories, including 
economics, health, agriculture, 
education. 'public relations, in- 
dustry and investment, it said. 

According to the group, partici- 
pants in the proposed administra- 
tion should include Palestine, Jor- 
dan and unspecified “other areas” 
and “some persons” from the PLO 
in their capacity as independents. 

A pre-qualification set by the 
group for anyone to take pan in 
tbe proposed administration is 
“good behaviour” and a “be- 
haviour certificate” from the coun- 
try of residence. 

It called for the establishment of 
a “Jordanian-Palestinian national 
bank for development” with 50 per 
cent of the equity for Jordan and 
Palestine and the rest for countries 
which have pledged aid. 

The capital for the bank could 
come from the pledged funds and 
the institution wQI be run by a 
committee under the “supervision 
of your administration," the letter 
told President Clinton. 


It also called for the establish- 
ment of a society “for old fighters" 
to be trained in civil administration 
and development and to “let them 
(old fighters) live a pure life by 
cleaning the military mentality that* 
they (have) lived...” 

It argued that “any Palestinian 
state couldn't act without a link 
with Jordan" and expressed “hope 
that matters (will) turn back to 
(pre)-1967 June (as) a result of ai 
survey (presumably a referen- 
dum).” 

“Let the Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians give any name to the new 
unity," it said. “This unity wflL 
(preempt) establishing different, 
administrations.... the nature of 
partnership between (the) Wesr 
and East Bank(s) of (the) Jordan 
River could be not separated... 

“Jordan has given opportunities 
for immigrants to take their 
chances to grow up educationally 
and financially.” said the four-page 
letter. “People are fair will consid- 
er how much Jordan (spent) on- 
sudi... matters.. 

“If such a link takes place." said 
the letter, “the replacement of 
Jordan (as) Palestine will be com- 
pletely" preempted. 
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Means for right end 

ISRAELI PRIME Minister Yitzhak Rabin is 
wrongl; interpreting the PLO's requests for 
effectiv security for the Palestinians as tanta- 
mount .o renegotiating the terms of the Oslo 
accorr 4 . Nothing could be further from the 
tmtli. The Arab application for ensuring the 
physical safety of the Palestinians under 
occupation has nothing to do with what has 
already been negotiated and agreed upon be- 
tween Israel and the PLO. Israel is bound to 
provide security for the people it has been 
occupying since 1967 under the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. There are no ifs or buts about 
Israel's treaty obligations which go beyond and 
supersede the Oslo agreement. Israel cannot 
therefore daim that calls for the implementa- 
tion of the provisions of that convention relative 
to occupied territories would be like reopening 
Pandora's box. Rabin has a choice between 
opting for sense, reason and legality in this 
context or viewing the legitimate demands as 
turning the clock back on PLO-Israeli agree- 
ments. 

Had the reverse occurred and one or two 
Palestinian zealots opened Are on worshippers 
at a synagogue killing and injuring tens of 
Jews, there would be no doubt that the whole 
Israeli people would be up in arms calling for 
the suspension of the peace talks with the 
Palestinian side if not ending them altogether. 
Rabin would-be first to announce that PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat has demonstrated 
once again that he has no control over his 
people, rendering negotiations with him use- 
less. As a matter of fact, the wave of attacks by 
Hamas activists against Israelis was repeatedly 
cited as proof that the PLO was no longer a 
viable partner in the quest for peace even 
though Palestinian extremists are on the oppo- 
site side of Arafat’s men on the validity of 
current negotiations between the Arabs and 
Israel. 

Instead of regarding the legitimate calls for 
adequate security as an impediment for peace, 
the Israelis could see the Palestinian demand as 
a vital necessity sanctioned and called for by 
applicable international standards on top of 
which is the Fourth Geneva Convention of 
1949. There is no worse option than suspending 
the peace process for too long henceforth. The 
momentum coaid be lost if the parties cannot 
find common grounds for restarting it. The ball 
is in Rabin's court since it was one of his people 
who blew up the fuse that generated the energy 
for the FLO-1 sraeli peace negotiations thus far. 
Arafat, on the other hand, cannot under the 
circumstances ignore the reasonable calls from 
his own constituency for true security. The 
Palestinian leader has to satisfy public opinion 
too. and moreover he has to be able to pull the 
rug from under the feet of Palestinian hardlin- 
ers who never wanted a peace process in the 
region in the first place. Rabin can and should 
admit that demands for security for Palesti- 
nians do not go beyond Israel's international 
treaty obligations. And such an argument can 
easily be justified on political grounds too. 
leacing us all to continue with the peace effort 
right away. 

ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

THOSE WHO arc wailing tor the United Nations Security 
Council to pas:, a resolution condemning the Israeli crime in 
H.'htcn must wake up to the fact that such move would never 
a re about becau-e Washington docs not want it. said Al Rj'i 
da.iy Tuesday. 

TTic other nations at the Council, including the other four 
pennanent members, have no say in such matter and are 
infl- enced by the United States — the strategic ally of the 
Jew h state, said the paper. It was wrong in the first place to 
lodge a complaint with the United Nations, and it is up to the 
Arabs and. if not to the Palestinians, particularly, the relatives 
of the victims, to take tcvcn.ee on the murderers, said the 
paper. The Arabs and Muslims should not expect ,»n> help in 
this regard from the world community and have to rely solely 
on themselves and take Ac matter into their own hands, it 
continued. The Arabs, said the paper, ought to realise that the 
mass acre has not stirred the confidence of any leader m 
‘ row. Peking, Paris. London or Washington, nor has the 
" of the Iraqi people convinced any of them to end the 
harco / »reforc, said the paper, there is no alternative lor 
the Arabs but "ndertake a meaningful measure to deter the 
Israelis from cornu. ’ J ng further crimes. 


By Charles Krauthammer 

WASHINGTON — Amer- 
icans really did not need a 
major spy scandal to tell 
them thai the honeymoon 
with Russia was over. But the 
arrest of the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency's [CIA) Aldrich 
Ames makes the point with 
some finality. 

There is no need to be 
scandalised by rhe Ames 
affair. Everyone spies. But 
there is a need to be sobered. 
Not everyone spies in the 
same way. Thai post-Soviet 
Russia should have continued 
to run the CIA's Soviet coun- 
terintelligence chief as a Rus- 
sian mole helps clarify, the 
nature of the U.S. -Russian 
relationship. ' 

Yes. friendly countries do 
spy on each other. But Rus- 
sia's spying on America (and 
vice versa) is of a different 
order than, say, reading 
France's E-mail. And were 
the French to discover some- 
one passing secrets to the 
United States, he would 
hardly be shot, as were 
agents Mr. Ames allegedly 
betrayed to Moscow. 

That is the difference be- 
tween peering in on friends 
and spying on rivals. The 
Ames episode helps define 
Russia clearly. It is not an 
ally. At best, it is a potential 
partner, though that is many 
years off. For now. it is a rival 
with diverging interests. 

But not a mortal enemy. It 
is important to keep that dis- 
tinction in mind against the 
alarmists who would point to 
Mr. Ames and have us be- 
lieve that nothing has really 
changed since the cold war. 
Everything has changed. 

The Soviet Union was a 
mortal enemy . unrelentingly 
hostile because it defined its 
interests as intrinsically 
opposed to those of the West. 
It held deeply that there were 
two opposing camps in a 
world with only room for 
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U.S. -Russian relations set for a nosedive 


one. All conflicts were thus 
zero-sum (with one excep- 
tion: nuclear weapons, which 
had the potential to destroy 
both camps simultaneously). 

Russia today is far diffe- 
rent. It is ideologically hostile 
to the Wesr. Properly speak- 
ing. it cannot be said to have 
any ideology’ at all. It does, 
however, have national in- 
terests. Some are compatible 
with America's, some are 
not. In Central Asia, for ex- 
ample. where the Soviets are 
meddling in the civil war in 
Tajikistan. Russian and 


American interests coincide. 
Meddling in the Baltics and 
Ukraine, on the other hand, 
a front line of Western demo- 
cracy. is not all right with 
America. 

Dealing with Russia will 
require that U.S. officials 
grow up and adopt a nuanced 
view of Russian actions and 
intentions. Russia is a great 
power. It seeks a sphere of 
influence. Some of this seek- 
ing Americans do not like 
and will oppose. The result 
will be conflict. 

The next major flash point 


is Crimea, the formerly Rus- 
sian province now part of 
Ukraine, which late last 
month voted overwhelmingly 
for a president pledged to 
Crimean independence and/ 
or reunification with Russia. 
Ukraine does not take kindly 
to its coming dismember- 
ment, just as Russia has nev- 
er taken kindly to Ukrainian 
independence (from Mos- 
cow). A major conflict is 
brewing, possibly war. a war 
that would make the Bosnian 
conflict look tame. U.S. sym- 


On the brink of power 

Italy’s left likely to lose elections to opposition 


By Ed Vuliiamy 

ITALY'S DEMOCRATIC 
Left Party is the heir to a 
mighty tradition of red- 
blooded radical politics, and is 
now the core of the broad 
opposition alliance aspiring to 
become Italy's next govern- 
ment. 

The pany is at the same time 
standard-bearer of a Commun- 
ist legacy without parallel in 
Western Europe, and the pilot 
of what it hopes is a new form 
of social democracy which can 
triumph against the grain of 
modern European politics. 

The party has attempted to 
modernise, polish and adapt 
itself to present she first serious 
challenge to the Italian power 
machine ruined by the corrup- 
tion scandals. 

Having dropped the word 
communist in 1991. along with 
the hammer and sickle, the 
pany this week even dropped 
the word “left", in a manifesto 
hailed by its paper t'Unita as 
being "for a government not of 
the left, but of reconstruc- 
tion." 

With its new programme for 
the rebuilding of "social capi- 
talism" in tottered, battered, 
absurd Italy, the PDS hopes to 
win a consensus wide enough 
to seize the centre ground. 

But instead, the party's for- 
tunes continue to sway to and 
fro like a weathercock in a 
February gale, as i: tries to 
hold the left alliance together, 
trades policies tn return for 
votes, combats the formidable 
system of mass media ranged 
against it. but then itself lur- 
ches into the same scandals as 
its adversaries. 

The broad but precarious 
ieftwing alliance which the 
PDS assembled is going to the 
electorate with a promise of 
reform, and an emphasis on 
"the moral question" in poli- 
tics But within 48 hours this 
week, the party's deputy lead- 
er and rising star Massimo 
D’Alema joined the list of 
those under investigation for 
illegal financing of political 
panics, and for the second 
time in a year party officials in 
the north have been arrested 
on the discovery of mysterious 
bank accounts m Switzerland, 
traced to the PDS. 

Fifteen local PDS officials in 
the Venice region received 
warrants as one councillor. Re- 
rtato Morandini. tried to ex- 
plain how £100,000 of Fiat 
money was found in his Swiss 
account. 

The PDS says this is ali the 
result of a dirty political plot, 
and history gives them plenty 
of reason to presume so — 
especially since D'Alema's 
accuser is the disgraced Social- 
ist leader Bettino Craxi. the 
Lev ftzure in the Italian corrup- 


tion saga. Their opponents re- 
tort that the Communists and 
the PDS were and are as much 
part of the old balance of 
power as any of "the other 
players in Italy’s Byzantine 
political iabryinth. 

The troth is somewhere in 
between. The involvement of 
the Communists and the PDS 
in the squalid machinations of 
corruption was negligabie and 
amateurish compared to the 
real professionals from the 
Christian Democrat and 
Socialist parties. But involved 
they certainly were. 

The first PDS official to 
come forward in Milan, at the 
start of the scandals, was a 
gregarious fellow called Luigi 
Camevale, who was the party's 
representative on the unofficial 
committee which allegedly di- 
vided up the spoils of bribes 
paid for contracts to work on 
Milan's transport systems. 

The scandal spread to cover 
contracts handed out to the 
various "Red Co-operatives" 
in the north, whose shares of 
the work kept money flowing 
illegally to the old PCI. A 
pany factotum called Primo 
Greganti was found to be the 
holder of secret bank accounts 
in Switzerland, although he in- 
sisted that they were his pri- 
vate business and nothing to do 
with the party. 

The PDS’s opponents hope 
such behaviour by party offi- 
cials and leaders will blot out 
the parry's message. Added to 
which, as the PDS struggles to 
combat the alliance of Silvio 
Berlsuconi with the old guard, 
the fascists and the rebel 
Northern League, the par; is 
accused of "comm'v.ism". 
This is manifestly absurd: Ber- 
lusconi. in the absence of a 
coherent policy of his own. is 
trying to play the old Christian 
Democrat game of anti- 
communism. but this time 
without (he communists. 

Quite what the PDS prop- 
oses. however, is a more com- 
plicated matter. The manifesto 
unveileu by Achille Occhetto 
on Wednesday was the natural 
outcome of 20 years of change 
within the southern European 
communist parties and of the 
five vears since the collapse of 
the Berlin wall. 

The Italian communists have 
for many years been replacing 
Leninist ideas with "broad 
democratic alliances" at their 
fortress of Bologna and other 
cities in the central -Red 
Belt", steering a very capitalist 
economic boom under violent 
siege from the regime which 
culminated in the station bomb 
of 1980. 

But the "Bologna model" 
held its ground, and by the 
lime Mikhail Gorbachev had 
dissolved ;he CP$U. Occhetto 
had already metamorphosised 


his party uneasily towards its 
present incarnation. 

The Communist Party offi- 
cially died and the PDS. was. 
born at a conference at Rimini" 
in February 1991. However.' 
Italy is home to the last serious* 
Marxists, and the rump of 
hardliners, calling itself Com- 
munist Refoundation, has re- 
mained an unexpectedly large 
political force on which the 
PDS is still dependent for a 
majority. 

But the real balancing act 
has been on the other, liberal, 
side of the party as the PDS 
fought desperately against ex- 
tinction in the years after its 
inception. The party polled 
only 16.5 per cent at the last 
election in April 1992, after a 
peak of over 35 per cent for the 
old Communists in 1976. 

But the party played its 
cards carefully. It tried to court 
a wider constituency, moving 
into the vacuum created by the 
collapse to the ruling parties. It 
appealed to the liberal Catho- 
lic bloc, it stitched itself in with 
new players such as the Greens 
and the radical Network move- 
ment of Leoluca Orlando, it 
serenaded what it called “en- 
lightened industrialists” and 
brought in the free- market 
centre ground and liberal 
judges and businessmen in the 
new Alleanza Denjocrarica. 
There was even a flirtation with 
the hard rightwing Northern 
League, all the while keeping a 
ready smile for Communist 
Refoundation on the left flank. 

The PDS became a Janus- 
like creature by necessity, as it 
presented itself as a party not 
of permanent opposition but of 
government. And in recent 
mayoral elections, the strategy 
paid off. The party fielded 
alliances which beat off the 
League in the north and the 
neo-fascists in the south, so as 
to lay daim to being the only 
truly national party left in Ita- 
iy- 

As the present election cam- 
paign opened, the PDS seemed 
to have the upper hand. The 
alliances it had piloted at the 
mayoral elections were holding 
’ together on the national stage. 

But the squabbling soon 
started: between the PDS and 
the Greens, the Network and 
the re-vamped Socialists, the 
free-marketeers and Commun- 
ist Refoundation: with poor 
Occhetto trying to mediate and 
stop the house from falling 
down before the election on 
March 27. You cannot please 
all the people all of the time, 
especially when your main 
opponent — Silvio Berlusconi 
— controls the networks that 
preach brashly to 60 per cent of 
the television viewing public. 

However, the PDS manifes- 
to is an attempt to do jus: that. 
The party has either found an 


pathies and interests lie with 
Ukraine. A Crimean war. if 
not headed off by some com- 
promise, threatens a serious 
U.S.-Russian confrontation. 

Another flash point is Bos- 
nia. Recently, things looked 
deceptively amicable. By get- 
ting the Serbs to acquiesce to 
NATO’s Sarajevo ultima- 
tum, Russia took the West 
off the hook. But the relief 
with which the Russian entry 
into Sarajevo was greeted in 
the Unirai States was ex- 
traordinarily shortsighted. 
Americans were relieved of 


the need to carry out the 1 
threat of air strikes. But the 
Russians are not in Sarajevo 
on America’s behalf. They j 
are there on behalf of the 1 
Serbs. 

The Russian presence 
shields the Serbs from NATO 
attack. The United States is 
not about to drop bombs that 
could kill Russians. 

While a ceasefire is an im- 
mediate relief to the Bosnian 
Muslims, it is a strategic gain 
for the Bosnian Serbs. A 
ceasefire in place is a Serbian 
objective, not a Muslim oae 
The Serbs would very much 
like an armistice that leaves 
them with the 72 per cent of 
Bosnia they hold today. It is 
the Muslims who want to 
fight on to regain lost terri- 
tory. 

The Russians have now in- 
tervened on the ground and 
at the peace table on behalf 
of the Serbs. America has 
token up the cause of the 
Muslims. Two great powers, 

two conflicting interests. With 

the Sarajevo ultimatum. 
Americans and -Russians en- 
ter upon a serious, potential- 
ly dangerous game of Balkan 
roulette. 

"The period of market 
romanticism is now over," 
declared Prime Minister Vik- 
tor Chernomyrdin upon 
assembling his reform- 
averse. apparatchik-heavy 
government in Moscow last 
month. But it is not just 
’ Russia’s fling with market re- 
form that is over. The di- 
plomatic honeymoon with 
the West is over too. 

The Ames affair did not 
cause the honeymoon's end. 

It only marks the end. It is a 
minor event. But it signals 
the truly major event playing 
out today in Bosnia, tomor- 
row in Crimea: two great 
powers, after a momentary 
embrace, going their own 
way. 

The Washington Post. 


innovative balance between 
old Socialist ideals and the new 
realities of the market, or else 
it has been caught between the 
contradictions innate within 
the squabbling constituencies it 
now seeks to represent. 

* So far the signs are that the 
appeal of the “Progressive” 
alliance is moving only a little 
distance beyond the old Com- 
munist alliance between the 
hornrimmed intelligentsia and 
the overalled working class at 
its peak of popularity. 

The gaggle of bus drivers in 
the Piazza Venezia are still 
deep red. Said Mauro Rizzo: 
“I’ve always voted Communist 
and I'll vote for Occhetto 
obviously, although I think 
he's a weak man and I'm not 
sure what his policies are. The 
Communists used ro defend 
the workers, but this lot seem 
to want to defend everybody, 
which isn't possible." 

“For me.” said Giovanna 
Meie on a fruitstall. “the 
leopard never changes his 
spots. You can't be a Com- 
munist one minute and a good 
Italian the next. Not everyone 
who vote for them will be 
Communist, but Occheno’s a 
Communist, and look at some 
of the people he’s got with 
him! — against the Church and 
against Italy. Berlusconi is a 
good man and a patriot." 

Others, however, feel as 
though they are being forced 
into Occhetto ’s arms. "I do not 
like Communism and I never 
have," says the old Jewish bak- 
er Giacomo Piccirillo. “I'm a 
businessman and I’ve always 
voted for the centre, the Re- 
publicans. Now I have to vote 
for Occhetto. 

The manifesto they have to 
consider was drawn up after 
months of consultations span- 
ning trade unions, the Bank of 
Italy and the employers’ fed- 
eration. 

The PDS does not promise 
an immediate lowering of taxes 
and interest rates, which it says 
would be inflationary, but does 
pledge a “decentralisation of 
state impositions on the tox- 
payei *r,d a general reduction 
in state .avies.” 

The p— v emphasises effi-’ 
tiency and :..odemity, and en- 
dorses a privatisation program- 
me. 

The foi incoming election is 
a test not only of 20 years of 
post-communist strategy, but 
of Italy's soul. For the PDS to 
win, ending 50 years of rule by 
a dosed elite, would signify 
genuine upheaval in Italian 
society during the past three 
years. For the PDS to fail, as is 
likely, would indicate that Ita- 
ly’s "quiet revolution" was 
ultimately a piece of cosmetic 
melodrama, as many have 
feared and s aid all along. 

The Guardian 1 


Britain’s Liberal 
Democrats eye 
election breakthrough 


By Alan Wheatley 
Reuter 

LONDON — Liberal Demo- 
crat leader Paddy Ashdown is 
mocked by his detractors as 
the prince Charles of British 
politics, earnestly prescribing 
worthy remedies for society's 
Qls with the ease of someone 
who has no real power. 

But it is not just because he 
is seen as smug and some- 
times sanctimonious that the 
former paratrooper with 
boyish good looks is loudly 
jeered whenever he rises to 
speak in parliament. 

Rather, the ruling con- 
servatives and the main 
Labour Party opposition 
sense in the minority Liberal 
Democrats a threat to Bri- 
tain’s two-party system — 
even though the party at pre- 
sent holds only 22 of the 651 
seats in the House of Com- 
mons. 

“The Liberal Democrats 
remain the most important 
potential catalyst of change in 
British politics," said the left- 
leaning Guardian newspaper 
in an editorial. 

Elections due in the com- 
ing months are likely to con- 
firm this potential. 

After two crushing bye- 
election wins in 1993, the 
“Lib Dems” enjoy a comfort- 
able 11-percentage-poim lead 
in the race for the Eastleigh 
seat in southern, England 
left vacant by the death in 
bizaare sexual circumstances 
of conservative MP Stephen 
Milligan. 

Council elections in May 
should play to the ‘Lib Dems' 
grassroots strengbts, while 
the party’s gathering momen- 
ftim in southern and western 
England should ensure head- 
lme-grabbing gains against 
foe conservatives in June’s 
European elections. 

So far so good. 

Mr. Ashdown’s task is to 
elevate his party into a 
genuine political force bv 
overcoming the resistance to 
change among voters that 
^cording to polls, would 
limit, the Lib Dems to barely 
more than 20 per cent of the 
vote m a general election. 

ine party, bom out of a 

coalition tetween the 150- 

year-old liberals and the new- 
^formed Social Democratic 

genuine third force 

But Britain’s first-past-the- 
post political system ntt. 
vented it from translating its 
popular suppon into p ar - 

hamentary seats and the SJ- 

ortimpi 3 proponenl of pS£- 
ortionai representation h£ 

«C d ' cadeonthe 

1,1 * boon, called 


“Beyond Westminster,” 
Ashdown sets out why he 
thinks the political tide might 
b6 ready to torn again and 
carry the Lib Dems into the 
big leagues. 

The book narrates Mr. 
Ashdown’s experiences Irving 
for much of 1993 among 
different groups of people up 
and down Britain, ranging 
from silk weavers in Suffolk 
to a Bangladeshi grocer's 
family in the drug-infested 
moss side district of Man- 
chester. 

IBs conclusion? people are 
fed up with politics as usual, 
especially the navel-gazing by 
lawmakers and journalists in 
the hothouse atmosphere of 
Westminster, the seat of par- 
liament. 

“No one is at all convinced 
by the shouting and over- 
heated rhetoric in parlia- 
ment, except as a kind of 
running political soap opera 
which is entertaining to 
■ watch but irrelevant to foe 
real things that matter. . In 
short the gap between gov- 
ernment and governed in Bri- 
tain is dangerously wide and 
getting wider." 

This would be a self-serv- 
ing conclusion in the ex- 
treme, gently inviting readers 
to snuggle up to the Lib Dem 
alternative, if it did not re- 
flect a trend apparent else- 
where. 

Mr. Ashdown sees the 
large vote for Texan bil- 
i Ross Perot in the 
1992 u.S. presidential elec- 
tion, and the rapid decline of 
establishment parties in 
countries such as Italy and 
Japan, as possibly auguring a 
crisis in Democracy. 

‘I have become more and 
more convinced that this dis- 
loc ation between politics and 
real life is creating a danger- 
ous and growing gap between 
politicians and people in Bri- 
tain and other advanced 
Western democracies,” he 
writes. 

Mr. Ashdown, 53 and lead- 
e . r 55 literal Democrats 
since 1988, find a Britain that 
is deeply divided. Some inner 
aty areas are so sunk in 
poverty, lawlessness and de- 
spair that they are, effective- 

JJi n J? ten of the country at 
all- He says. 

But he also finds a Britain 
alive with new ideas and full 
of energy waiting to be un- 
leashed, naturally by the’ 
Liberal Democrats* 

"Government will have to 

less on telling 

IO d0 30(1 more 

fo r l ^*8 them to do things . 

^hrti hemSelves ’” Mr - 
Ashdown concludes. 

eh- e elections will 
w tefter the message is 
Semng through. * 
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Women Arab artists defy misconceptions 


THOUGH THE National 
Museum for Women in the 
Aits isn't known for flaming 
polemics, you’d expect its 
new show on women in the 
Arab World to be, if not too 
hot to handle, at least politi- 
cally volatile. The people 
who put the show together, 
female Arab artists and’ 
sculptors from 15 countries, 
would answer that that’s just 
one more media misconcep- 
tion about their lives. 

In fact, a wholly unex- 
pected feeling of creativity 
and freedom emerges from 
“Forces of Change: Artists of 
the Arab World,” which runs 
at the museum through May. 
and though it has its pointed 
moments the show has 
steered clear so far of a single 
home-government or embas- 
sy complaint. Perhaps more 
remarkable, political friction 
was minimal at a full-day 
symposium on “Women in 
.the Arab World” held at the 
fmuseum last weekend. The 
seven-year-old museum had 
begun anyway to outgrow its 
early reputation of extreme 
soft-spokenness (a recent 
show dealt with breast can- 
cer). But the lingering low- 
key, determinedly nonpolitic- 
al approach has its payoffs, 
and one is to allow visitors to 
encounter in a nonaggrieved 
state the remarkably rich col- 
lection of worlra, from illu- 
minated calligraphy to big 
abstract installations, from a 
set of cultures too often 
associated only with conflict 
and grief. 

One surprise is the emerg- 
ence of a surprisingly famil- 
iar, indeed a recognizably 
American theme — a sense 
of bridging and incorpora- 
tion, of artists trying to pick a 
path between modem art and 
a long past, that should ring 
true for many American 


artists lost in the thickets of 
hyphenated identity. “Just as 
a person cannot survive long 
without memory,” says the 
wall copy in one room, 
“societies cannot evolve 
creatively without carrying 
some collective sense of their 
heritage into the future.” 
Curator Salwa Mikdadi 
Nashashibi, herself a wander- 
er who has lived in five Arab 
countries, says the trick was 
to find the familiar “unity in 
diversity,” to balance what is 
different about all these 
countries with what, for the 
purposes of a coherent show, 
could be considered the 
same. 

The common ground, sure- 
ly to the layman’s surprise, is 
not the widespread popular 
image of a veiled, silenced 
and put-upon female popula- 
tion stuck somewhere be- 
tween the belly dancer, the 
harem and modem religious 
arguments about vetting. In- 
stead there is a lively attempt 
to knit modem, often ab- 
stract art out of the rich mid 
double-edged traditions of 
the long Middle Eastern 
cultural past. Anger and res- 
triction do play a role: The 
tradition contains many bar- 
riers against which the show's 
artists struggle. But the 
harem it most certainly is not. 

One room, “Image and 
Word,” offers the ways in 
which artists of four different 
nationalities make visual use 
of the Arabic calligraphy that 
plays so dramatic a role in 
traditional Islamic art. 
Another, rilled with a giant 
installation called “Scbehere- 
zade 101," turns the theme of 
the famous “Arabian Nights” 
storyteller into a roomful of 
101 panels, from shawl fringe 
and satin pillow to Pepsi 
cans, that does more than any 
news footage to evoke the 


chaotic, jumbled textures of 
tiie modem Middle East. 

The subjects .are by no 
means all female. Some in- 
volve men in the public 
sphere, tike the “Willing to 
Begin” collage of ’50s-suited 
male figures at the entryway; 
others are explicitly univer- 
sal, like the professions of 
faith engraved on modernist 
ceramic plates by Iraqi artist 
Wasma’a K. Chorbachi. That 
the work is by women seems 
mainly to offer the extra jolt 
of distance from the tradition 
so that ideas come through 
freshly. 

“We’re not showing any- 
thing here that's unusual in 
the Arab World,” Ms. 
Nashashibi says. “The media 
in the Arab World support 
the Arab woman as artist and 
encourage her to exhibit.” At 
the symposium on women in 
the Arab World, featuring 
discussions of everything 
from Iraqi archaeology to 
Palestinian women’s rights, 
speakers referred frequently 
to Arab feminist movements 
of long historical standing, 
some underappreciated by 
sister movements in the 
West. One speaker, the first 
woman in Sudan to qualify as 
a surgeon, made the interest- 
ing suggestion that the much- 
covered fundamentalist 
movements have in some 
cases arisen specifically in 
countries with, and arguably 
in response to, visible and 
substantive progress by 
women. 

Is it so? By sheer happenst- 
ance, the show’s opening 
coincides this month with an 
unexpected corroboration, 
the first American book tour 
by an Arabic language novel- 
ist: the Lebanese writer 
Han an A1 Shaykh, whose 
well-received 1992 “Women 
of Sand and Myrrh” pre- 


sented the same bracing 
glimpse of real people in 
place of cloth-wrapped 
stereotypes. “Women of 
Sand and Myrrh.” set in an 
unnamed desert kingdom, 
sold here only after Nagib 
Mabfouz's Nobel Prize 
awakened American editors’ 
interest in current Arabic 
literature; At Shaykh, a tiny 
woman who spent some years 
in Beirut and the Gulf states 
and now lives in London, is 
currently engaged in a classic, 
foil-blast 22-dty American 
book tour. 

Like the artists at the sym- 
posium, A1 Shaykh shrugs off 
suggestions that her work is 
political or is read as such. 
“Women of Sand and 
Myrrh” was, it’s true, banned 
in the gulf, and readers of its 
bleak rales can hardly be sur- 
prised. But the newly trans- 
lated “The Story of Zahra,” a 
steamy psychological novel 
about a troubled Lebanese 
woman who gets involved 
with a sniper, caused no scan- 
dal worth speaking of in 
Lebanon, whose literary cul- 
ture, Al Shaykh insists, has 
long been comfortable with 
passionate female literary 
voices. 

“That’s why people come 
to literature,” she said at 
Washington, D.C., reading 
last week, responding to an 
audience question at Chap- 
ters Bookstore. “Because 
real life is so much richer 
than politics, and people get 
tired of illusions and assump- 
tions.” 

Jordanian artists who are 
taking part in the exhibition are 
Her Royal Highness Princess' 
Wfidan Afi, Hind Nasser, Saha 
Shoman, Sarnia Zaroa and 
Mona SandL 

The artide is reprinted from 
the Washington Post. 


Army says killings could have been prevented 

(Continued from page 1) 
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radio that be had full confi- 
dence in the senior army com- 
mand despite the massacre that 
^suspended the Israel-Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) negotiations and 
plunged the occupied land into 
a cycle of bloodshed. 

PLO Chairman Yasser Ara,-w 
fat suspended peace talks with/ 
Israel over the massacre, dew 
manrfmg ft disarm the 120,000 
Jewish settlers of the occupied 
territories and that the world 
provide protection for Palesti- 
nians. 

The Rabin government de- 
cided two days after the mas- 
sacre to establish the inquiry, 
headed by supreme court Chief 
Justice Meir Shamgar. 

Mr. Rabin, who is also de- 
fence minister, had opposed 
establishing an independent 
commission but then acceded 
tohis cabinet’s wishes to have 
a full public hearing. 

The commission’s recom- 
mendations are not binding. 
But the findings of similar 
panels resulted in the dismissal 
or reprimand of senior o ffi c ials 
following probes of the 1973 
Mideast war and the massacre 
of hundreds of Palestinians in 
f Beirut refugee camps by 
"Israeli-allied militiamen in 
September 1982. 

Gen. Yatom said Goldstein 
readied the Tomb of the Pat- 
riarchs at about 5:20 a.m. It 
was a Friday when Muslims 
were marking a key day in the 
■Holy Month of Ramadan and 
Jews were celebrating ther 
Pruim holiday. 

About 400 to 500 Muslim 

2 Palestinians 
shot and killed 

(Continued from page 1) 

issued Monday, the Al Qassam 
Brigades threatened suicide 
attacks if settlers do not move 
out of the occupied lands. 

“We will not let them enjoy 
the luxury of sleep in their 
homes of a feeling of safety on 
the road,” it said. “We have 
chosen our targets and our 
living martyrs have been in- 
structed to cany out the 
suicide operations.” 

The group said it had de- 
cided on a five-stage plan to 
avenge the mosque massacre, 
“and each stage will make the 
Israeli people and the settlers 
ay in Mood for their dead.” 

Asked whether Hamas has 
singled out potential targets for 
the threatened attacks if set- 
decs do not evacuate Kiiyat 
Arba, home of Baruch Gold- 
stein, the mosque killer, aad 
t other settlements called Gush 
Katif, Kedumim, Tekoa and 
Arid by Man* 15 as the group 
is demanding, Mr. Nazzal said: 

“The general targets are (the 
Israeli) mili tary and settlers... 
die leadership of Hamas has 
issued orders to all (Al Qas- 
sam) units to continue the re- 
sistance against occupation. 


worshippers were gathered in 
the Jbrahimi Mosque. On the 
other side of a partition, 13 
Jews were praying, Gen. 
Yatom said. The Jewish wor- 
shippers told army investiga- 
tors they did not see Goldstein 
enter the mosque. 

Under the security arrange- 
ments. 10 troops should have 
been posted at the entrances to 
the compound arid inside ^ 
Gen. Yatom said/ Instead, 
only one army officer was on 
duty inside and four border 
policemen were stationed at 
two gates outride. 

Three additional border 
policemen should have been 
there by 5 a.m. but overslept. 
One should have been posted 
inride and two at the gates, 
Gen. Yatom said. 

The officer inside sent a sol- 
dier who should have patrolled 
indoors- to another posting 
away from the compound and 
an Israeli policeman did not 
show up for indoor duty, Gen. 
Yatom said. 

Gen. Yatom did not go into 
further detail but said in re- 
sponse to a question that no 
armed Israelis were allowed in 
the mosque area during Mus- 
lim prayers. Goldstein was 
wearing his army reserve uni- 
form at the time and was 
known to the guards. 

Goldstein apparently en- 
tered the Ibrahimi Mosque 
through the main gate, along 
with the Muslim worshippers. 
Once inside, he fired long 
bursts from his GaH automatic 
rifle. 

By the time the guard officer 
had pushed his way into the 
mosque, the shooting was over 
and be found Goldstein lying 
in a corner, beaten to death by 
worshippers, Gen. Yatom 
said. 

Gen. Yatom rejected claims 
by several Palestinian witnes- 
ses who said that Goldstein 
had at least one settler accom- 
plice inside the mosque and 
that several fleeing worship- 
pers were- wounded by army 
gunfire outride the tomb area. 

Gen. Yatom said according 
to soldiers, three of the Palesti- 
nians may have been trampled 
to death when worshippers 
fled. Gen. Yatom insisted sol- 
diers did not kill anyone inride 
the mosque but did shoot dead 
four or five others in dashes in 
Hebron that day. 

Israeli radio and television 
stations broadcast the hearing 
live from Israel’s supreme 
court. Gen. Yatom gave two 
and a half hours of public 


testimony before the panel 
dosed the session at Ms re- 
quest for security reasons. 

Judge Shamgar announced 
that the panel would on 
Wednesday visit the massacre 
rite. 

“It's important that we be- 
come familar with the place in 
order to understand the ex- 
planations .and evidence that 

will be given to us,” thedrief 
justice said. 

The commission will look 
into whether the army, winch 
is responsible for security at 
the Tomb of die Patriarchs, 
could have done anything to 
prevent the massacre, and 
whether adequate security was 
in place. 

Few members of the public 
showed up to attend the in- 
quiry. Proceedings went be- 
hind dosed doors whenever 
officers testified about deploy- 
ment details. 

The most recent event 
broadcast from the same cham- 
bers was the supreme court 
appeal of John Demjanjuk, 
acquitted last year of being the 
Nazi guard Ivan the terrible. 

Past independent investiga- 
tions have found that the 
security services had lied about 
torturing arrested suspects. 
Another found top officers and 
government ministers indirect- 
ly responsible for the massacre 
erf hundreds of Palestinians at 
Beirut's Sabra and ShatiUa re- 
fugee camps in 1982. . 

The commission has no for- 
mal power to e nfo ice its re- 
commendations, but Israeli 
governments traditionally have 
acted on the findings of inves- 
tigative panels. 

About 50 demonstrators 
outride the court demanded an 
inquiry into the deaths of Jews 
by Arabs, while Palestinian hu- 
man rights activist Zuhair Sab- 
bagb charged that the panel 
was putting too much emphasis 
on Goldstein as a madman and 
not enough on the broader 
problem of 120,000 Jewish set- 
tlers, many of them armed, 
living among two million 
Palestinians. 

“For me, every settler is a 
potential Goldstein. They are 
armed, they are fanatic,” said 
Mr. Sabbagh, a researcher for 
the Palestinian human rights 
group Al Haq which has laun- 
ched its own investigation. 

Prime Minister Rabin, who 
also holds the post of defence 
minister and Efaud Barak, 
military chief of staff, are ex- 
pected to testify to the commis- 
sion. 


U.N. urged 

(Continued from page 1) 

Russian diplomats said Vic- 
tor Posovoluk, head of Middle 
East affairs at the Russian 
Foreign Ministry, and Mr. 
Arafat focused on “efforts at 
the Security Council to issue a 
resolution on the massacre." 

The diplomats said Russia is 
not mediating between the 
PLO and Israel but only trying 


to defuse the crisis caused by 
the massacre through “issuing 
a good resolution appropriate 
to both sides.” 

Mr. Posovoluk, a Middle 
East expert and a former 
Soviet envoy to several Arab 
capitals, is the second Russian 
emissary to Mr. Arafat in a 
week. Igor Ivanov, first deputy 
foreign minister, met Mr. Ara- 
fat twice last week in a Russian 
bid to end the deadlock in the 
PLO-Israei talks. 


Arab MK 
urges pullout 

(Continued from page 1) 

writers and other prominent 
Israeli Arabs, arrived in 
Damascus ' Monday on the 
first open visit by Israelis to 
Syria. 

Israel seized Quneitra. once 
tee ^provincial capital of the 
Golan Region, 80 kilometres 
southwest of Damascus, in the 
1967 Arab-lsraeli war. 

It relinquished tile town in 
1974 after razing it to the 
ground and pulled back to a 
ceasefire line just west of the 
town. Most of the inhabitants 
had fled during the 1967 war. 

The Jewish state still holds 
most of the Golan Heights. 
Peace talks between Syria and 
Israel have stalled because 
Damascus insists on the return 
of all 1,250 square kilometre of 
land Israel still holds before it 
gives solid description of the 
peace it seeks with the Jewish 
state. 

Mr. Darawshe stood just be- 
hind the barbed wire that 
marks the ceasefire line and 
gazed as white Israeli toor 
buses drove along the slopes of 
the Golan’s Abul Nada Mil,, 
less than two kilometres away. 

“The Israeli occupation is a 
kind of modern-day colonial- 
ism that should end, v said Mr. 
Darawshe. “There can be no 
peace as long as there is 
occupation.” 

Mr. Darawshe, who also 
heads the Arab Democratic 
Party in Israel, has said the aim 
of the group’s visit was to offer 
condolences to President 
Hafez Al Assad on the Jan. 21 
death of his son, Basel, in a car 
crash. 

Mr. Darawshe has said that 
although he did not carry any 
message from Israeli leaders to 
Mr. Assad he was ready to 
discuss politics if Syria wished. 
The group is scheduled to meet 
Mr. Assad Wednesday. 

On Monday, President 
Assad told Syrians their sup- 
port and compassion following 
the death of his eldest son had 
given him the strength and 
determination to cany on the 
fight to liberate occupied Arab 
land. 

He was speaking in a televi- 
sion and radio address to mark 
the end of a 40-day mourning 
period for his son Basel. 

“This noble and sincere 
compassion you surrounded 
me with makes me feel more 
responsible and at the same 
lime it gives me more strength 
and ability to exert every effort 
to continue... serious work to 
liberate the occupied Arab 
lands,” he said. 

“We have a lot of work to 
complete and big missions to 
cany out, so let’s continue our 
work,” be added. 

Basel, an army captain en- 
gineer, was widely regarded as 
a possible successor to bis 
father although be held no 
such official title. 


Kalashnikov 


A name to dread, a smile to disarm 


By Charles J. Hanley 

The Associated Press 

“DOES IT trouble you, 
Mikhail Umofeyevich, that 
your creation has killed so 
many people around the 
world?" 

The kind-eyed old gentle- 
man had heard the question 
before. Clearly, he bad even 
put it to himself at times, in 
those long winters hidden 
away in the Russian heart- 
land. 

“All I can say," he replied, 
“is that terrorists would have 
found something else to kill 
people with, even if there 
weren’t my Kalashnikovs.” 

Forget U.S. President Bill 
Clinton, forget Russian Presi- 
dent Boris Yeltsin, forget 
Marx. For the gun boys of 
Somalia and the old boys of 
Vietnam, for the • gangs of 
Los Angeles and the grunts 
of Bosnia, the name that mat- 
ten is the name whose parts 
— Kah-Lash-Nik-Off — snap 
and dick into place like a 
fresh magazine of high-veloc- 
ity ammunition. 

Mikhail T. Kalashnikov, 
still cherub-cheeked if silver- 
haired at 74, was almost a 
boy himself, age 23, when he 
began designing the assault 
rifle they eventually dubbed 
the AK-47 “Avtooat Kalash- 
nikova 1947.” 

If power grows, as Mao 
said, from the barrel of a gun, 
this was the gun. 

In 40 years as the standard 
issue for Soviet-bloc forces, 
as the weapon of choice for 
guerrillas from Vietnam to 
Nicaragua, as the everyday 
tool of terrorists, perhaps 50 
million copies of the “AK." 
its descendants and clones 
have been produced in 
almost a dozen countries. 

Rugged, , dependable, 
cheap and 600-rounds-a-mi- 
nute lethal, the no-frills 
Kalashnikov is history’s most 
widely distributed piece of 


He’s the man who made the gun that 
armed the world, and he recently 
emerged from a half-century in a 
“closed city.” This look at Mikhail T. 
Kalashnikov is based on reporting in 
Moscow and an interview in the United 
States. 


killing machinery, the curve 
of its “banana” dip familiar 
to generations of T.V. news 
viewers. 

And over the years it has 
done great damage, a toll 
that weighs on its creator. 

This Siberian peasant’s son 
has told friends, for instance, 
that be sometimes wishes he 
had become an agricultural 
engineer instead of a weapon 
designer. Last year, be said 
publicly he wanted to estab- 
lish a “fund for gunshot vic- 
tims.” 

When asked now about the 
fund, be is interrupted by 
Elena, his daughter and 
travelling companion. That 
impractical idea was “a mis- 
take,” sbe tells an inter- 
viewer. 

Mr. Kalashnikov, offering 
no further explanation, 
moves on to another concern, 
his longtime hometown, 
Izhevsk, a city of a half- 
million people in the high- 
lands west of the Ural Moun- 
tains. 

Izhevsk was a major Soviet 
arms- manufacturing centre, a 
“dosed city" where Kalash- 
nikov’s design team worked 
over the years to improve the 
AK-47 for the giant Izhmash 
Defence Enterprise. Now, he 
said, “These are very bad 
times.” 

“In oar region, everyone 
was in the miHraiy business. 
Now that there’s not such a 
demand, people are losing 
their jobs at Izhmash, it’s a 
mess." 

Mr. Kalashnikov feels the 


pinch himself, not having 
been showered with rich 
royalties like U.S. gun desig- 
ners. “But the government 
was never against giving me 
medals,” he joked. 

The hard-pressed local 
arms plants have Mt on a 
Western-style marketing in- 
spiration, capitalising on the 
great designer’s name by 
forming something called 
“The Kalashnikov Joint 
Stock Co.” 

In a telephone interview 
from Izhevsk, an Izhmash de- 
puty director, Alexander G. 
Likhachev, explained that 
the new company, whose 
shareholders are all state en- 
terprises, is gearing up for an 
export push. He threw in a 
pitch for kalashnikov rifles: 

“They’re highly reliable 
and have a long service life. 
...They are better than, say, 
similar American products.” 

But Mr. Kalashnikov him- 
self seems out of the corpo- 
rate loop. He thought his 
namesake company had nev- 
er gotten off the ground. 
Then again, he acknow- 
ledged with a laugh, he has 
no head for business. “I’m 
just a designer.” 

It’s evidence of the confu- 
sion that reigns as Russians 
try to reorganise their post- 
Soviet economy. 

The looser times at least 
have set the old designer 
loose to see tbe world, in- 
cluding America, where he 
was interviewed by the 
Associated Press while 
attending a recent gun show 


in Dallas. 

"They really kept him pris- 
oner all those years,” said 
American friend and host 
Berge Boghossias, an arms 
dealer who calls Mr. Kalash- 
nikov “the sweetest man on 
Earth." 

Emerging from His 
means facing que$tfo as , 
however, about sharing re- 
sponsibility for a violent 
world, and that means retell- 
ing the story of the AK-47’s 
origins: 

In 1941, tank conunandeT 
Kalashnikov was wounded in a 
battle with Russia's German 
invaders. In the hospital, 
other wounded men com- 
plained of their army’s deficit 
in infantry weapons ancient 
bolt-action rifles versus the 
Germans' modern firearms. 
Sgt. Kalashnikov, a clever 
mechanic, decided to spend 
his recuperation building a 
machine pistol like the Ger- 
mans’. 

His pistol was, never put 
into service, but it established 
him as a weapons maker, and 
in 1943 he competed with 
other designers on Russia’s 
first assault rifle — a weapon 
firing light rounds at a rapid 
rate, and also capable of sing- 
le-round semiautomatic fire. 
When they dragged the 
Kalashnikov weapon through 
swamp water and it still fired, 
he was on Ms way. 

The moral of the AK-47 
story: “I built it to protect my 
country.” 

Today, Mr. Kalashnikov 
still designs weapons, but 
only hunting rifles. 

“I’m not going to work on 
any more military things,” he 
said. 

Has he si worn off man- 
kiUing devices? 

The cheerful old father of 
famous guns hesitated and 
smiled. “No,” be explained. 
“It’s just that, into the next 
century, nothing is going to 
be made better than by rifle 
anyway." 
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The Birth of the XL-7000 Equipped with Electronic Communication Capabilities 
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software* allows access to data communi- 
cation companies) *1MB of RAM and 4MB 
of ROM memory • Personal computer 
operation system (GEOS) •Handwritten 
character recognition system" •PCMCIA 
type 2.0 1C card system •Data comm- 
unication with a personal computer 
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U.S. government 
?*rged to press 




overseas sales 


Europeans may get small part of Saudi jet deal 


A'ASHiNGTON iR> - A 
.vrnirtr Commerce Department 
tratJe orlcial said Tuesday it 
a is pssentu! that the U.S. 
cover,: men: mount active sell- 
ing campaigns overseas to 
m.iJch the aggressive sales tac- 
tics k‘i ■vher governments. 

Utidersecreurv for Internj- 
tionai Trade Jeffrey Garten 
sa:d many nations in Asia are 
ready to hay h»g-ticket items 
such .ln power generating and 
telecommunications equip- 
ment. hut tough compel i i ion is 
coning from other selling 
countries. 

Mr. Garten, just Irom a Ill- 
day visit to I tong Kong. China. 
Singapore. Indonesia and 
Japan, said foreign govern- 
ments give strong support to 
their national firms in pressing 
for sales, something not typi- 
cally done by the U.S. govern- 
ment. 

But. he told a news confer- 
ence. “it’s something that’s 
going to be essential in that 
par: of the world." 

Mr Garten noted that the 
United States was successful 
recently in Saudi Arabia, 
whose national airline has de- 
cided to buy Jb billion worth of 
U.S.-made aircraft rather than 
European planes. 

The decision followed visits 
to Saudi Arabia by several 
high-ranking Clinton adminis- 
tration officials. 

Mr. Garten noted that 
senior officiate of other coun- 
tries make such selling trips. 


adding that many of the big 
purchasers are agencies of gov- 
ernments, such as Saudi Air- 
lines, while others are private 
companies but with close ties 
to the government. 

He said there have been 
proposals to use a “team 
USA" plan where government 
and private firms join to press 
for overseas sales, such as 
approaches used by Japan. 
Germany and others'. But we 
did not know if that was possi- 
ble for the United States. 

"1 think what we're facing, 
with these huge opportunities, 
is a level of competition that is 
realiy quite awesome." he 

said. 

Mr. Garten added that many 
foreigners use bribery to win 
contracts, but such U.S. com- 
pany action is against the law. 
And he added that no U.S. 
firm had asked that the law be 
changed. 

He noted that the issue of 
adding members to the North 
American Free Trade Agree- 
ment arose in Singapore, and 
told inquirerers the treaty 
covering the United States'. 
Mexico and Canada was far 
more than a simple trade 
agreement. 

It said it also covered work- 
ers' rights and environmental 
matters, in addition to free 
trade, and that President Clin- 
ton would decide by this sum- 
mer which nations' might be 
eligible to negotiate free trade 
agreements. 


European Union 
threatens limited trade 
sanctions against U.S. 


BRUSSELS (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU) Tuesday 
threatened limited tit-for-tat 
trade sanctions against imports ' 
from the United States because 
of concern that U.S. tariff cut 
offers fell below- expectations. ’ 

EU foreign ministers said in 
a statement that they agreed 
with the European Commis- 
sion on the need for a "read- 
justment" of the EU's sche- 
dule of tariff cuts offered under 
the GATT Uruguay Round of 
world trade talks. 

“Such readjustment should 
be of a limited character and 
bear in mind the need to avoid 
being held responsible for any 
unravelling of the tariff nego- 
tiations results." the statement 
said. 

It added that any adjustment 
should target products where 
the United States supplied 90 
per cent of Ell imports. 

Commission sources said the 
non -ferrous metals sector 
would be targeted under (he 
limited sanctions plan because 
of dissatisfaction with the level 
of tariff cuts offeied by 
Washington on copper and 
tracks. 


A senior commission official 
first spoke of the commission's 
concerns on this point last Fri- 
day when he complained of 
confusion caused by U.S. use 
of two different forms of 
nomenclature when specifying 
tariff cut offers. 

Trade Commissioner Leon 
Brittan told Tuesday's meeting 
that technical problems had 
delayed the presentation of the 
final list of U.S offers in the 
agreed format. 

The statement said both the 
commission and the council of 
ministers were concerned that 
these final offers “might com- 
promise the expected balance 
of mutual concessions agreed 
to on Dec. 15, "when the 
seven-year GATT talks were 
gjavellcd to a close iu Geneva. 

The commission sources 
could give no indication of the 
extent to which U.N. offers of 
tariff cuts on trucks and copper 
fell short of the commission's 
expectations. 

The foreign ministers' state- 
ment concern at the U.S. 
administration's decision last 
week to revive the so-called 
Super 301 provision. 


DUBAI (R) — Europe's avia- 
tion industry could secure at 
least a small pan of a S6 billion 
Saudi commercial aircraft deal 
won by the United States, in- 
dustry sources said Tuesday. 

They said Saudia, the king- 
dom ‘s flag carrier, was showing 
strong interest in an engine for 
short-haul aircraft made by 
American. Japanese and Euro- 
pean manufacturers — the In- 
ternational Aero Engines 
(lAEl V2500. 

Another Franco- American 
engine made by CFM Interna- 
tional, a 50-50 joint venture 
between General Electric Cotp 
and France's state-owned 
SNECMA, could be chosen if 
Saudia decides to buy Boeing 
737s. 

Engines account for 20-25 
per cent of the value of an 
airliner. 

A buoyant President Bill 
Ginton. flanked by Saudi Ara- 
bia's Washington ambassador. 
Prince Bandar Bin Sultan, 


announced last month that 
Riyadh has derided to award 
.American makers an order for 
at least 50 aircraft. 

The sources said Saudi Ara- 
bia had yet to deride the total 
number, which could be up to 
60 airliners, and the European 
consortium Airbus Industrie 
says it still hopes to land part of 
the deal. 

The presidents of America’s 
Boeing Co. and McDonnell 
Douglas have been invited to 
send negotiating teams to the 
kingdom to discuss details after 
March 20. 

“The Americans will go to 
Saudi Arabia at the end of 
March... and Saudis will try to 
negotiate the best possible 
deal," said an industry source 
of the talks, which are ex- 
pected to be tough and com- 
plex. 

Details of the deal have not 
been agreed but sources said 
Saudia was looking to buy 
three classes of aircraft. 


They said Saudia, which flies 
non-stop to the United States, 
appears inclined to make an 
initial order for at least 10 
Boeing 747-400S for long-range 
flights and could also take an 
option on a further 10. 

The sources said Saudia 
appeared to favour the Amer- 
ican Pratt and Whitney engines 
for the 747s against Britain's 
Rolls-Royce engines, already 
in service with its fleet. 

in addition, McDonnell 
Douglas and Boeing are com- 
peting to meet Saudia’s re-- 
quiremem for 10-15 300-seat 
aircraft and 25-30 150-seat 
planes for short-range flights. 

“Saudi Arabia has about 26 
airports and needs aircraft for 
domestic flights and for two to 
three-hour flights to nearby 
Gulf Arab states," an expert 
said. 

“Saudi Arabia is interested 
in the long-body MD-11, poss- 
ibly equipped with General 
Piwtrir engines, to replace 


Lockheed Tristar aircraft. 
Boeing, meanwhile, is offering 
767s and 777s with either 
General Electric or Pratt and 
Whitney engines. 

Experts said Saudi officials 
were pleased with two MD-1 IS 
now used in the private royal 
fleet. The three-engined MD- 
11 can carry between 293 to 
323 passengers up to 8,000 
nautical miles. 


The two American aircraft 
giants are also in the running 
for foe shorter range class with 
Boeing’s 737 and McDonnell's 
twin-engine MD-90. 


Both aircraft are likely to be 
powered by the LAE engine, 
one of the quietest in the 
world. IAE is a global col- 
laboration of engine manufac- 
turers that includes Pratt and 
Whitney, Rolls-Royce, Ger- 
many’s Motoren und 
Turbinen-Union, Japanese 
Aero Engines Corp and Italy's 
Rat Aviazone. 


Alba cutting 
20,000 tonnes 
aluminium 
per year 


MANAMA (R) — Aluminium 
Bahrain BSC (Alba), the 
Gulfs largest aluminium pro- 
ducer, announced a decision 
Tuesday to cut its annual out- 
put by 20.000 tonnes a year to 
support a weak global market. 

And it hinted at possible 
further reductions if others 
would join international efforts 
to boost the price. 

"Several discussions have 
taken place among the Middle 
East smelters on ways of sup- 
porting the present interna- 
tional drive to reestablish ba- 
lance between supply and de- 
mand in the primary alumi- 
nium market." it said. 


"It is the general opinion 
among aluminium producers 
that the global production rate 
must be reduced by around 10 
per cent from levels at the start 
of 1994. Following these dis- 
cussions. Aluminium Bahrain 
has decided to reduce produc- 
tion by 20,000 tonnes per 
annum," it added. 


Alba produced 3 record 

450.000 tonnes last year, fol- 
lowing a doubling in its capac- 
ity in 1992. The cut represents 
about four per cent, leaving 
the possibility of another 

25.000 tonnes of reductions, 
depending on international 
cooperation. 

“The company will monitor 
future developments and con- 
tinue its consultation with 
other producers. Further re- 
ductions will, to a large extent, 
depend on a concerted 
approach by the entire 
aluminium-producing com- 
munity," it said. 

Alba had initially reacted 
coolly to international efforts 
to boost the price but came 
around to the idea as it saw 
how the price had risen. 


G-10 central bankers 
say no hedge fund 
regulation yet 


BASLE. Switzerland (R) — 
Central bankers are keeping a 
close watch on massive, unreg- 
ulated investment hinds but do 
not see any need yet to reg- 
ulate their activities, Bundes- 
bank President Hans Tiet- 
meyer said Monday. 

Known as hedge funds, the 
huge pools of highly leveraged 
capital that take speculative 
positions in and across diffe- 
rent financial markets are 
widely believed to have trig- 
gered the global collapse of 
bond prices in recent weeks. 

“We are willing to follow 
dosely what is going on with 
these new (hedging) techni- 
ques, but we are not thinking 
for the time being that there is 
any reason for spedfic reg- 
ulations.” Mr. Tieraneyer told 
reporters at the Bank for Inter- 
national Settlements (BIS) in 
Basle. 

He was speaking after chair- 
ing a meeting of the committee 
of central bank governors of' 
the G-10 group of major indus- 
trialised countries. The central 
bankers convene 10 times a 
year at the BIS for a one-day 
session to discuss international 
monetary and finandal issues. 

Mr. Tietmeyer did not say 
what regulatory steps the cen- 
tral banks might introduce if 
they later became uncomfort- 
able with the activities of the 
funds. 

"We think we have to live 
with these techniques." he 
added. 

Senior monetary sources say 
the central banks would be 
hard put to control the funds as 
most of them are based 
offshore in such places as Ber- 
muda and the Cayman Islands, 
out of the reach of regulators. 

Hedge funds, which may man- 
age up to $80 billion of capital 
in various finandal markets, 
borrow huge amounts of 


money against their capital and 
use it to take speculative posi- 
tions. 

Regulators are believed to 
be concerned that the funds, 
which generated high profits in 
recent years during the bull 
market, are too highly lever- 
aged and could trigger a 
dangerous chain reaction in the 
international banking sector if 
one failed and was unable to 
meet commitments to bank 
creditor. 

Attention has been focused 
on hedge foods following foe- 
collapse of global bond prices 
and news the Bank of England 
had reportedly asked bankers 
their opinions on the activities 
of hedge funds. The U.S. 
Federal Reserve is also be- 
lieved to be planning as inves- 
tigation. 

The Bank of England is 
thought to be particularly con- 
cerned about British clearing 
and merchant banks which are 
both government bond 
market-makers and investor in 
bonds themselves. 

Mr. Tietmeyer, acting to 
calm worries on international 
financial markets, said the gov- 
ernors saw no reason for furth- 
er turbulence and believed re- 
cent volatility in the global 
bond market was simply an 
exaggerated correction trig- 
gered by the Federal Reserve’s 
surprise tightening of credit 
last month. 

“The volatility of markets 
was to some extern the reflec- 
tion of overshooting,” Mr. 
Tietmeyer said. “The fun- 
damentals are more or less 
sound and that means there is 
no reason for further turbu- 
lence.” 

Mr. Tietmeyer was careful 
not to target hedge funds alone 
and stressed that the governors 
had discussed hedging activi- 
ties by any institution. 


EU jobless 
total tops 
19 million 


BRUSSELS (R) — Unem- 
ployment in the European 
Union (EU) climbed to 19.1 
million people in January 
from 18.6 million in Decem- 
ber and 17.3 million at the 
start of last year, the Euro- 
pean Commission’s statistics 
office said Tuesday. 

Eurostat., said the 
seasonally-adjusted rate of 
unemployment in January 
edged np to 10.8 per cent of 
the workforce from a revised 
10.8 per cent in December 
and 10 per cent a year ago. 

It noted that the figures for 
January this year indicated 
that there had been a 
steadying or even a slight foil 
in unemployment over the 
month in Germany, De- 
nmark, Italy, Britain and Ire- 
land, bnt that joblessness was 
stffl on the increase in Bel- 
gium, Spain and Portugal. 


The largest increases over 
the year were in Spain, die 
Netherlands, Portugal, Bel- 
gium, Luxembourg and Ger- 
many, with smaller rises in 
France, Italy and Denmark. 
• There were slight declines 
in the rate of unemployment 
in Ireland and Britain, there 
were no figures for Greece. 

Spain continued to have 
the highest rate of unemploy- 
ment at 22.9 per cent, fol- 
lowed by Ireland with 18.2 
per cent, France and Italy on 
11.2 per cent, Britain and 
Denmark on 103 per cent, 
the Netherlands 10 per cent 
(December), Belgium 9.9 per 
cent, Germany six per cent, 
Portugal 5.7 per cent and 
Luxembourg three per cent. 

During the year the rate of 
unemployment for people 
under the age of 25 years 
climbed to 21.1 per cent from 
193 per cent. 


THE BETTER HALF* By Giasbcrgen 



The pizza delivery kid doesn’t like to 
be teased about the mustache 
he’s trying to grow.” 



don’t walk so fast.. 

I'M TRYING TO SITE 
YOUR LEG ! 



Andy Capp 


ay 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henn Arnold and Mike Arplrwn 
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WELL, AFTERTHfS WHS! VOti Go 
TO A SHOW TR* BLINKING 
ONCE OR TWICE DURING THE 
SHOW] you WONT MISS MUCH. 1 



German unemployment 
to 4.04 million 


, . setbacks we may have in the 

BORN (R) — Unemployment ^ quarter for consumption 
in Germany rose to a posi-wa 1 an< j investment,” Peter 

economist at Com- 


in Germany rose to a po® 
record of 4.04 million in Febru- 
ary, edging closer to the five 
million level last seen m the 
Weimar republic that helped 
bring Adolf Hitler to power tn 
1933. 

Adding to the bleak picture 
was data released Tuesday on 
western Germany, showing the 
region’s economy had slumped 
in the last quarter of 1993. 

The jobless data for united 
Germany comprised 2.74 mil- 
lion in west Germany and 130 
milli on in the former commun- 
ist east The Federal Labour 
Office said the pan-German 
jobless rale was 10.5 per cent 
in February. 

The economics ministry said 
fourth quarter gross domestic 
product (GDP), which the gov- 
ernment previously said was 
unchanged, was revised to a 
fall of 03 per cent from the 
previous quarter and a drop of 
0.9 per cent from a year ear- 
lier. 

The fourth quarter fall fol- 
lows two successive quarters of 
growth. There was no change 
to previously announced data 
showing the economy con- 
tracted 1.9 per cent in the full 
year. 

The government put a brave 
face on the figures, saying the 
economy could only grow from 
here on. 

"All foe baric indicators in 
Germany are pointing up- 
wards," Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel said. "The economic 
situation will generally im- 
prove in 1994, despite high 
unemployment.’' 

Economists said they still 
expected west German growth 
of between zero and one per 
cent for 1994. 

"The general as s ump tion is 
that we are in the early stages 
of a recovery, apart from some 


Pietsch, ------ — - 

merzbank in Frankfort, said. 

But the introduction of va- 
rious new taxes at the begin- 
ning of this year could hit GDP 
harder in the first quarter than 
many economists expect, he 
said. 

"We could even see a fan hi 
GDP in foe first quarter com- 
pared to the fourth quarter. 
Then we would have had two 
consecutive quarters of decline 
and some may start to talk of a 
double-fop recession,” he said. 

Alison Cottrell of Midland 


Global Markets in London 
said: "We should see some 
pi ck-up in output in the first 
quarter of 1994 and a rise in 
retail sales because of low 
fourth quarter d a ta .” 

West Germany’s unemploy- 
ment rate rose to 8.9 per cent 
of foe workforce in Febiuaiy . 
Ann. a a netr cent in January.* 


from 8.8 per cent in January, 
while in eastern Germany foe 
rate was 17-1 per cent com- 
pared with 17.0 per cent. 

Adjusted for seasonal varia- 
tions, west German unemploy- 
ment rose to 2.55 million in 
February from 232 million in 
January. 

The rise of 24,000 in the 
seasonally-adjusted west Ger- 
man unemployment figure re- 
flected a slowing in foe rate of 
increase in joblessness. 

Joachim Fels of Goldman 
Sachs in Frankfurt said the 
moderate wage deal agreed in 
the engineering industry last 
weekend would help to slow 
the rise in unemployment 
farther by keeping a lid on real 
wage rises. 

Union Bank of Switzerland 
in Frankfurt said it expected 
west German unemployment 
to rise by around a quarter of a 
million in foe next 12 months. 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY MARCH 9, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: It's 
better to wan untO late afternoon 
before making those new 
arrangements you have in mind 
after you have handled any re- 
sponsibility or promise, that 
needed attending to. Spend 
money wisely.' ' 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) If 
you comprehend the ideas and 
needs of associates, you can then 
cany through efficiently and pin 
their hacking Seek outside help. 

TAURUS: (April to May 20) You 
have some good ideas for econo- 
mising. Make a campaign of ac- 
tion and then go ahead with it. 
Seek help from fellow associates. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Try to please a loved one before 
getting involved in a heavy work- 
load. Work at a regulated pace 
for best results and efficiency. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Improve home condi- 
tions before you consider a social 
invitation. Take your time in 
reaching a decision. Don’t be 
impulsive. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Don’t neglect answering corres- 
pondence any longer or you in- 
rite trouble. If you have p> arf r a 
promise to anyone be sure to 
keep it or problems occur. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Your plans will be better 
if you contact the proper persons 


'or advice. Don’t put off any 
longer making the necessary re- 
pairs to your home. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Plan early how to gain 
— personal aims and then go after 
: them in a positive way and gain 
them. Meet people who - can help 
-you in tee future - 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) An ideal day to 
make plans to gain your personal 
aims and then put your offorts to 
work. Think of loved ones fitst 
and you win be ahead. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Have those 
talks with others that can be 
helpful to you in business or 
personal life. Enjoy the company 
of good friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A bigwig is willing to 
support you in a career affair. 
Good friends can also be helpful. 
Don’t neglect credit affairs which 
need to be bandied. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Study new condi- 
tions you want to set up and then 
contact higher-ups who can give 
you support. Stan plans fora trip 
you will take. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Forget the social obligations 
for now and concentrate on un- 
finished projects. Get more in- 
formation about newcomers be- 
fore you deal with them. 


THE Daily Crossword - | 


ACROSS 
l Soapstone 
5 Bnef attempt 
9"— Wa 
Danes?" 

1* Buaarme 
15 AGuttme 
IB PupS 
17 Sott drink 
t 8 Forterted 

iSExMarate 

20 A youthful 

Maureen, at one 

time? 

23 Newsman 
Donaldson 

24 Ocean tiler 

28 Set term 
31 Singer VMd 
33 A/icftitect 
Saannen 
3* Air.abhr. 

35 If — a 
hammer..." 

37 Employee 
39 Cea to prop man 
foraMzzam 

*2 Greeting words 
*3 Involved with 

44 — ca Francs 

<5 Pans awport 
46 Tarawa# 

46 Famous 

50 Draft %ners 

51 Wager 

52 Poetic woftf 

53 Tender and 
sweet plays? 

59 Sparest) 
p n ew inuu 

62 Along with 

63 Secret tanguam 
84 Wonderland otn 
« Loose garment 
SSMmneu 

67 BJfce pan 
08 ffingko. e.g. 

89 Kmo of seft. 



DOWN 

1 Throw 

2 Thank* — r 

3 Spartan 
craeass 

4 Unrefined 


Switch town 
6 Easy gaii 
7Vn addfton 
8 Harass 
* Rigorous 
R»«4an dance 

SSSr" 1 " 

>3 Majors of tv 
21 Romance 
language 
22Co#ar 
^5 Belgian 
__ composer 

2 Small space 

ggWnonc 

®Wbrjtunit 

S*S3 

40 Foxy 



49 Proptwey 

sSwr 

Sunglass 
f* Sharif 
55 Telegram 


56 Drudge 

57 AxBca loci 

sa Sewing Bne 
56 Head cover 
60 Tavern drink 
81 AccompBshed 
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1.430 

1.4430 



4-140 
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*.130 


4.320 


4.310 








5-2*0 

4.100 

4.150 






2.010 




4.400 




3-430 

2.420 



2.400 




3.4443 

3.6343 



1.4443 





1.000 



3.340 




1.S50 








2.540 




0.740 

0.740 



4.420 




1,730 




1.140 




13.400 


I3.no 


2.330 

2.110 



3.070 




1.414! 




3.040 




2.440 

2.140 




10.440 


(2.312 

12.750 

12.750 



7. Wo 



C,5TO 

4.430 

4.440 

4.5)0 






14.400 




2.100 

3.100 



0.110 

0.310 


41.141 

17.410 

17.940 




2.200 


31.235 

10 . lOO 



JBO 

1.500 

3.500 






M.MB 

O.S30 

0-540 



4.110 

ft - ISO 



3.540 

2.240 



2.220 

2.230 


2,16B 

4.000 

i.Bsa 



1.14Q 

1.130 
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0-MO 



1 .SOO 

2.170 
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3.430 

3.440 


1.210 

1 .2ZD 
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1.410 
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DJL Dollar in I nte r n ational Markets 


Currency 

Sterling Pound 1 * 

Dcstschc Mark 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Japanese Yen 

European Camay Unit 
* USD P*r sre 

*• t»WW Optata* <« 8:00 ul GMT 
DBoamaqr t n fms t Rock 


iW/3/1994 Dn.g/3/7994 


1.4900 
1 .7105 
7.4390 
5.5475 
705.55 
1.1261 


7.4592 

7.7757 ' 

1.4375 

5.3395** 

705.54 

7.7202** 

IS a 3! 1994 


| Currency j 


3 MTHS 

6 MTHS 



3.3T25 

3.6250 

3.8750 


Sterling Pound 

4.8750 

4.8750 

4.9375 

5.0000 

Deutsche Mark 

5.8125 

5.6250 

5.4375 

5.2500 


3 . 9375 

3.812 5 

3.7500 

3.6250 

6.1250 

6.0625 

5.8750 

5.7500 

Japanese Yen 

2.1250 

2.0000 

2.0625 

2.1250 

European Currency Unit 

6.3700 

6.1900 

6.0600 

5.9300 


Mcrbaali Md ma (hr mum cuccdiwt Ui DoBws I JHUK at equivalent. 
PrwckMts Metals Dates 813/1994 


Metal ] USD/Oi 


Gold 


Metal 

USD/Oz 

JD/Gm 

Silver 

5.18 

0.120 


Backanga Rate BalMn 
Dat 


it 3/3/7994 



Sterling Pound 


Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 


Japanese Yen 4 


Dutch Guilder 


Swedish Krona 



Bid 

Offer 

0.7000 

0.7020 

1.0449 

1.0471 

0.4073 

0.4093 

0.4867 

0.4891 

0.1199 

0.1205 

0.6633 

0.6666 

0.3626 

0.3644 



0.0414 

0.0416 




*3/3/7994 


Offer 



Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 4 


Cypriot Pound 


7.7950 


0.1900 


0.2645 


1.3285 


0.2200 


1.6150 


0.1915 


0.3135 


7.3750 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


^Mon“S ! I^hfnge 5 button nu»te. Tuesday. 

- ^ „ i*?vft/63 Canadian dollar 

U.S. $1.00 costs 1*7160/70 Deutschemarks 

1 9270/80 Dutch guilders 

1 [4360/70 Swiss fnmes 

35 33/37 Belgian francs 

5 0297/47 French francs 

1689.3/0-8 Italian Iire 

105 2/5.4 Japanese yen 

7 9885/85 Swedish crowns 

7 437020 Norwegian crowns 

6 6940/90 Danish crowns 

$i. 4889/99 
$375.45/375.95 


One sterling 
One ounce of gold 


Jordan’s foreign debt stood 
at $6.6 billion at end of ’93 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan’s foreign debts stood at JD4.803.9 million 
($6,602 nuffioo at current exchange rates) at the end of 1993, 
down from die JD5 ,203.1 million of the previous year, official 
figures show. 

The Monthly Bulletin (December) issued by the Central Bank 
of Jordan (CBJ) showed that long-term debts, both govemment- 
to-goverament and commercial obligations, stood at JIM, 328. 3 
million, down from. JD5,Q59.1 milli on in 1991. 

A spHt-uo of die long-term loans showed that Jordan owed: 

— Arab governments JD381.4 mlBon (JD33.2 million in bilateral 
loans and JD348J2 million is loans extended by Arab develop- 
ment foods); 

— Industrial countries JD2.821.5 millio n (JD1.553.9 million in 
b ilater al loans and 1,267.6 million in export credit guarantees); 

— Other governments JD15.9 minio n 

— Foreign banks JD 154.4 million (Jordan has rescheduled the 
bulk of its dues in this category. The last such agreement was 
signed late last year); 

— Foreign companies JD28.5 million; and 

— Multilateral institutions (JD926.6 million). 

Bonds worth JD 174.1 milli on and outstanding payments 
totalling JD 301.5 imltion on leasing contracts accounted for the 
rest .of die total dues of the Kingdom, the bulletin said. 

The bulletin showed that Jordan did not have any short-term 
loans. 

Japan ranked first among Jordan’s creditors, with JD904.4 
million in bilateral loans and JD147-S million in export credit 
guarantees, followed by the United States with JD229.8 milli on in 
trilateral loans and JD258-6 million in export credit guarantees. 

Other large creditors of the Kingdom included France with 
JD350.9 million in export credit guarantees and JD48.2 million in 

British industrial 
production soars 

LONDON (R) — A surge in modest, showing growth in 
British industrial and manufac- manufacturing output slowing 
taring output in January slightly to 2.1 per cent in Janu- 
helped Tuesday to allay fears ary from 2.4 per cent in De- 
tfaat the country's recovery cember while industrial pro- 
may falter and gave its hard- duction picked up to 4.0 per 
pressed Conservative govern- cent from 3.6 per cent, 
meat a needed confidence But the monthly figures 
boost. went a long way towards easing 

Date released by the Central worries Britain's economy hit a 
Statistical Office (CSO) rough patch early in 1994. 
showed production in the tnann A surprise rise in British 
factoring sector soared by 1.1 unemployment during January 
per cent in January while total coupled with signs consumer 
industrial output climbed by demand was slackening ahead 
0.8 per cent — both far surpas- of massive tax increases due to 

sing tire most optimistic fore- take effect in April had given 
casts. many the impression the recov- 

**The data was stronger than ery was still vulnerable. News 
expected and will relieve some Monday of weaker than ex- 
of the concerns that the recov- pected credit growth and a fall 
ery is running out of s team ,” in boosing starts had added to 
said Jeremy Hawkins, econom- the worries, 

list at Bank of America in ’Today’s data show the pace 
London. m of the recovery remains 

Much of the jump in manu- >■ strong," economist Marian 
factnring Ontput was foelied by - -Bell at the Royal Bank of 
an increase in investment Scotland said, 
goods, winch was also positive The growth in manufactur- 
because it meant that Britain’s mg — seen as a weak spot in 
subdued inflation was likely to Britain’s economy — was in 
remain in check even if domes- line with recent surveys from 
tic demand picks up sharply, the Confederation of British 
economists said. Industry , 

‘The authorities should be Chancellor of the Exchequer 

very pleased — the data paint a Kenneth Clarke said in an in- 

very healthy picture with no icrvi ew published Tuesday he 
m flat-i nn threat." said Don [was more confident than at any 
Smith, economist at Midland ome since his November 
Global Markets in London. budget that Britain would have ■ 

Year-on-year figures re- a “sustained recovery with low 
leased by the CSO were more inflaticpi.” 


bilateral loans. The overall Jordanian debts to France wfll be 
doser to JD70Q million when the does on leasing contracts 
(mostly of Royal Jordanian, the national carrier) were to be 
added to the goveniment-to-government obligations. 

The Kingdom owed Germany JD274.1 million in bilateral loans 
and JD12.3 million in export guarantees while Amman’s dues to 
London were JD333.3 million in export credits and JD52.1 

milli on in l oans . 

Jordan owed Arab governments JD33.2 million and JD342.2 
million to Arab funds (mainly the Saudi Arab Development Fund 
with JD123.5 million). The bulletin did not provide further split 

up. 

Multilateral institutions that are creditors of Jordan included: 

— The International Monetary Fund (JD53.9 million); 

— The International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
and the International Development Association (a combined total 
of JD525.5 million); 

— The Arab Fund for Social and Economic Development 
(JD174.3 million) 

— The European Development Bank (JD88.3 million); 

— The Islamic Development Bank (JD52.5 million); and 

— The Arab Monetary Fund (JD3.9 million). 

Jordan's foreign debts stood at over $83 billion at the end of 
1988. The Kingdom managed to bring it down to the present $6.62 
billion after cancelling nearly $1 billion in non-disbuxsed but 
contracted loans and settling or buying back part of the 
commercial debts. 

As of December 1994, Jordan bad rescheduled JD834.9 million 
in principal and JD219.9 million in interest, according to the CBJ 
bulletin. 

Jordan is poised to open debt rescheduling talks with the Paris 
Chib of creditor governments this month on debt payments due 
between mid-1993 and end of 1994. 

Morocco offers hotel 
bargains for sale 


Rival Beirut 
stock markets 
seek compromise 


Much' of the jump in manu- 
facturing output was fuelled by 
an increase in investment 
goods, winch was also positive 
because it meant that Britain’s 
subdued inflation was likely to 
remain in check even if domes- 
tic demand picks up sharply, 
economists said. 

“The authorities should be 
very pleased — the data paint a 
very healthy picture with no 
inflation threat-" said Don 
Smith, economist at Midland 
Global Markets in London. 

Year-on-year figures re- 
leased by foe CSO were more 


RABAT (R) — Bargain sale: 
Fine art deco hotel in the heart 
of Casablanca’s booming busi- 
ness district, 61 spacious 
rooms, 1.248 square metres of ' 
prime real estate: A give-away 
at $2 million. 

Thus might read an adver- 
tisement for one of the 32 
state-owned hotels, like the 
Transatlantique in Casablanca, 
that tiie Moroccan privatisa- 
tion ministry is selling off. 

In all they have 4,100 rooms. 
fully equipped with staff and 
modem conveniences, located 
in some of the world’s most 
romantic and exotic sites. 

They are at die seaside in 
Agadir or Tangier, in ancient 
cities like Marrakesh or Fez, or 
on the edge of the Sahara 
Desert in the “Kasbah coun- 
try,” the terminus of caravans 
that used to carry gold from 
Timbuktu. 

"Many of the sites are quite 
unique, the locations are at 
least as valuable as the hotels 
themselves," said Rudolf 
Munster, a German expert 
working at the ministry. 

Mr. Munster, wbo ran the 
Bristol Kempinski Hotel in 
Berlin for 12 years and was 
sent to Morocco by the U.N. 
Development Programme as 
an adviser, said the hotels were 
“hot properties for operators 
in Europe or Asia, countries 
like Germany or Japan.” 

The tourism ministry said 


3.1 million tourists stayed at 
Morocco’s 548 hotels last year, 
when the number of European 
visitors rose by 4.6 per cent. 
The industry earned $1.19 bil- 
lion to make it the country’s 
second largest foreign ex- 
change earner. 

“We are looking for new 
partnerships, preferably with 
foreign professionals who have 
the know-how. for example in 
joint ventures," Privatisation 
Minister Abder Rahman 
Saaidi said in an interview. 

Numerous new hotels are 
planned, “but the advantage of 
privatisation is that in most 
cases you get a going concern, 
a hotel with an established 
reputation. Buy now and you 
are in business immediately,” 
he added. 

Five already sold include 
Casablanca’s up-market Bas- 
ma bought for $5.15 million by 
the Libyan Arab Foreign In- 
vestment Co. 

The Amandiers with 68 
rooms in the grandiose pink 
mountains of Tafraout in the 
smith was bought last year by 
the Florida Company, which 
has local and U.S. capital, for 
$515,000. 

The 154-room Tank in cos- 
mopolitan Tangier in the north 
was a snip at $1.6 million for 
Vidal Seifaty, well-known to 
British tourists as owner of the 
Rif Hotel opposite Gibraltar. 

Hassan Am rani. 


BEIRUT (R) — The company . 
setting up a Beirut secondary 
market said it now wants to 
cooperate with the Beirut 
Stock Exchange whose presi- 
dent has denounced its venture 
as illegal. 

Michel Femeini, chairman 
of Sodete Fmanciere du Li ban 
SAL (Sofil), told Reuters he 
had reached an agreement with 
Antoine Khawagea, president 
of the inoperative stock ex- 
change, to collaborate. 

Mr. Khawagea, however, 
said in a separate interview 
there will be no agreement 
until Sofil agrees to put the 
new market under stock ex- 
change control. 

The two institutions have 
been on a collision course since 
Jan. 17 when Mr. Khawagea 
called a news conference to 
denounce the creation of the 
secondary market as “a serious 
violation of the laws and a step 
which pushes aside existing in- 
stitutions.” 

He said that under Leba- 
non's stock exchange law 
stocks and bonds must be 
traded on the bourse, which 
dosed in 1983 during die civil 
war. He protested that the 
finance ministry has taken no 
steps to rerive it while a new 
market is being organised with 
central bank backing. 

However, Mr. Femeini said 
Mr. Khawagea will be brought 
into a committee set up by the 
central bank to create a new 
market and the two exchanges 
can then be launched together. 

“As soon as Mr. Khawagea 
sits with us on the committee 
fonning the whole set-up we 
will consider that everything is 
operating under one roof,” 
Mr. Femeini said. 

This appeared a policy 
switch by Sofil to win stock 
exchange sanction for the new 
market after protests by Mr. 
Khawagea and members of the 
Beirut Stockbrokers' Associa- 
tion. 

Sofil and central bank offi- 
cials previously said they can- 
not wait for revival of the 
bourse because the new mar- 
ket must open quickly to trade 
shares of Solidere, the $1.8 
billion company that will re- 


build centra] Beirut. 

The market floor is almost 
ready and should open by early 
summer when Solidere shares 
should be ready for trading. 

However, Mr. Khawagea 
said he would not join the new 
market committee as an ordin- 
ary member just to give it legal 
cover. 

The only possible legal coop- 
eration between Sofil and the 
bourse is for him to become 
president of the committee and 
for the new market to be put' 
under bourse control, he said. 

He agrees to attend the 
founding committee meeting 
expected around March 15, but 
if he is not made its president 
he will simply state his views 
and may not attend again. 

“I can be on this committee, 
but as president, because I 
insist that the stock exchange is 
the establishment that is re- 
sponsible for shares and 
bonds,” Mr. Khawagea said. 

He said he was ready to give 
the new market stock exchange 
authorisation in this way so 
that the time, money and effort 
spent in creating will not be 
wasted. 

“I don't want to throw ev- 
erything they have done into 
the sea,” he said. 

But he added: “The com- 
promise is very clear. The 
whole operation must be under 
the control of the stock ex- 
change... L must be the presi- 
dent of this committee." 

A written agreement be- 
tween Sofil and the stock ex- 
change will be needed to bring 
the new market u^!e- rtock 
exchange control. . . d. 

Decisions of the sounding 
committee will have to be 
approved by the stock ex- 
change committee and c.. .isj 
personnel will have tc be pre- 
sent at the exchange to control 
its operations. 

Mr. Khawagea, who became 
president of the stock ex- 
change committee in 1972, said 
he and three other members of 
the last six-member committee 
survive. 

Although his last term ex- 
pired in 1984 he said he is 
caretaker president under a 
finance ministry ruling. 


Horizon opens office in Cairo 


AMMAN — Horizon 
announced the opening of yet 
another operation in its adver- 
tising network: A Horizon 
office in Cairo, Egypt. 

Mr. Rafic Saadeh, Chairman 
of the Horizon Advertising and 
Communication network, 
stated, “The opening of Cairo 
office fits well in our long term 
plans for the overall growth of 


the Horizon network. It rein- 
forces and strengthens the 
c hain that Horizon built to 
guarantee unified and profes- 
sional service region wide.” 

The Horizon network is 
headquartered in Athens with 
offices in Amman, Beirut, 
Dubai, Jeddah, Kuwait, Peris 
and now in Cairo. 





THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 


PACKING, AJR FREtGHl 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
OOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND . RESERVATIONS 



FOR RENT & SALE 

Many villas and apart- 
ments furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

For more details call: 

Abdoun Rea! Estate 
Tel. 810605/810609/810520 
Fax: 810520 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Service' 

Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

* JUMBO photo 

sice 30 % kkryar 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 can 


The Inn Place to be. 



Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823891 


IAEA SALON AND 
BEAUTY CENTRE 

Hairstyling, 
hair removal 
with hot wax 
and Arabic way. 
Manicure, pedicure 
and facials. 

Sweifieh, 
opposite Boston 
Fried Chicken 
Tel. 862552 



INTERNATIONAL DOOR TO DOOR REMOVALS 
GERMAN DRIVERS - AIR - RIDDEN REMOVAL TRUCKS 
YOUR REGULAR LINK TO AND FROM EUROPE 
SPECIALISTS FOR DIPLOMATIC REMOVALS 
IN THE NEAR EAST 

FOR DETAILED INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 

EASTERN SERVICES 

OFFICIAL DANZAS AGENT IN JORDAN 
TEL : 621 77S TLX : 23023 FAX : 656 270 
PEACE BUILDING - JABAL LWEIBDEH 
AMMAN - JORDAN 


Cheers Cafe' 

Om IN RAMADAN 

4:30 p.m.-V. Late 



Tel. 61 50 61 



IIAIMITEL 

lN£<|l|l= 


Amman - TeL 668193 
P-0-Bqx 9403 - fox 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

fdeal Residence For 
Expatriate* *nd 
Businessmen 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

. 6:30 - Midnight 


„ FOR YOUR 

H Advertisement 

m®sm. — 




667171 ext 223 


ii 

LVTiRCjST'.SmU. 



The Best In 
Indian Cuisine. 


Bukfiam 


Ort-.v Foh Lt sen & Dinnkk. 
for reservations call 641361 


5ZEEHWAN BARBERS 
HilNESE RESTAURANT 
Typical Chinese Foods 
Chefs 


Cpca 11 30 ■ 3JM frffl - J&fBgfr 


Take away is available 

Shat At- Arab Street 
Um Uthainah Commercial Centre 

TeL: 861174 
Cnee lasted Alwtys Loved 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

'St Q : Cie J 30 o! Amrf'^r r.ej- 
Ahhyyar \3;'-s Scnoc:; 

Taka away is available 

open daily 1 

5:00 - 11:30 p.m. 

Tel. 638968 
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J.S. envoy tries to draw 
erbs into Bosnian settlement 




BELGRADE, (R) — U.S. 
special envoy Charles Redman 
opened talks with Serbian 
leaders Tuesday to try and 
draw them into an overall set- 
tlement embracing all three 
sides in the Bosnian war. 

Mr. Redman flew into Bel- 
grade from Vienna, where he 
had chaired negotiations be- 
tween representatives of Bos- 
nian Croats and Muslims to 
work out the specifics of a 
U.S. -brokered Washington 
agreement on a Muslim-Croat 
federation. 

Under the terms of the deal, 
the two sides are to form a 
federation of ethnically-based 
cantons in Bosnia and then 
join them to Croatia in a loose 
confederation. 

Neither the Washington 
meeting that led to the agree- 
ment nor the Vienna negotia- 
tions include Bosnia's Serb 
nationalists, who have the 
strongest military forces in 
Bosnia and have seized rough- 
ly 70 per cent of the country's 
territory. 

Any viable settlement of the 
23-month Bosnian war. diplo- 
mats say, must include the 
Serbs — and provide for them 
to give up parts of territory 
under their control. 

Mr. Redman told reporters 
on arrival the Vienna talks 
were “going very well" and he 
hoped most of the work in 
working out specifics of the 
tentative Washington agree- 
ment would be completed by 
the end of the week. 

He added: “As... we move 
towards the next steps and 
.what needs to be done in Bos- 
nia. the Bosnian Serbs are 
go;-- * have to be part of 
that, • , important part of it. 

"And we have to find now a 
wav to find some thin a that’s 


acceptable for the Bosnian 
government as well as some- 
■ thing that we can negotiate 
successfully with the Bosnian 
Serbs." 

Mr. Redman began talks 
with Serbian President Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, whose support 
for Serbs in Bosnia is widely 
seen as one of the chief reasons 
for the outbreak of war in 
April. 1992. 

The U.S. envoy was also 
scheduled to meet Nikolai Kol- 
jevic, a senior aide of Bosnian 
Serb leader Radovan Karad- 
zic. 

As Mr. Redman met Serb 
leaders, most of Bosnia's front 
lines were reported calm as 
ceasefires held between Serbs 
and Muslims in Sarajevo and 
between Muslims and Croats 
elsewhere. 

In a striking demonstration 
that a degree of normality was 
returning to still-besieged 
Sarajevo. Two trams ran 
through the city for first time 
since May 2. 1992. 

Although the trams were 
escorted by U.N. armoured 
vehicles, cheering crowds saw 
them as a sign that the worst 
may be over. 

On Monday, Croat and 
Muslim forces in Bosnia com- 
plied with a noon deadline for 
the withdrawal of heavy 
weapons from areas that have 
seen- bitter skirmishes for 
almost a year. 

The withdrawal was part of a 
ceasefire agreement that pre- 
ceded the Washington Federa- 
tion Accord. 

In another move that under- 
scored progress on the battle- 
field, preparations went ahead 
to open the airport of the 
northern Bosnian town of Tuz- 
ia for an airlift that could bring 
relief to hundreds of thousands 
of civilian* 


Swiss houses ablaze as train explodes 

ZURICH (R) — -A train pulling petrol tankers jumped the 
tracks at a north Zurich railway station and ex^oded in a 
fireball Tuesday, setting nearby houses ablaze. The blast 
injured at least one person, police said. Radio 24. a local radio 
station, reported two women were bun and taken to hospital. 
A police spokesman said five petrol wagons were derailed and 
caught fire. Apparently after a wagon axle broke as the train 
passed through Zurich-Affoltern Station. Heavy black smoke 
from the explosion cloaked the area. Police said petrol flowed 
into sewers, setting fire to nearby houses and blowing out 
sewer manhole covers. A Reuter reporter at the scene said 
three bouses next to the railway track were burnt out. Police 
helicopters flew overhead, warning local residents over louds- 
peakers that a high risk of explosion remained and telling them 
not to smoke or use any form of fire. Radio 24 said scores of 
residents fled their homes and went into nearby woods to 
escape the danger. 

European women ministers show solidarity 

BRUSSELS (R) — Women ministers from around Europe 
gathered in Brussels in a show of solidarity on the eve of 
International Women's Day. Some 26 female ministers of 
justice, employment, transport and social affairs, from 16 of 
the Council of Europe's member states, signed a declaration of 
principles for equal opportunities in Europe after a day of 
discussion. “When I see women ministers there's always a kind 
of understanding between them. They can support each other 
and make visible the fact that they exist," Belgian Minister for 
Employment, Labour and Equal Opportunities Miet Smet 
told Reuters. Ms. Smet, who came up with the idea for the 
European Conference of Women Ministers, said they wanted 
to see improved chances for women in jobs, education and 
especially politics. "Women are half the population. It's a 
democratic deficit if you don't have that half represented in 
government, especially as (they) have a different past and 
tradition which influences their behaviour and ideas,” Ms. 
Smet said. 

Observers say Kazakh election unfair 

ALMA ATA (R) — Foreign observers in Kazakhstan 
Tuesday branded as unfair the first multi-party parliamentary 
elections to be held in the giant former Soviet republic. A 
delegation from the Conference on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (CSCE), of which Kazakhstan is a member, named 
several points where Monday's elections had failed to meet 
what they called democratic standards. "The general assess- 
ment of the CSCE Parliamentary Assembly was that the 
elections did no: meet internationally accepted standards for 
free and fair elections,” CSCE delegation head Jan Van 
Houwelingen told a news conference. One of the observers' 
main criticisms was that local election committees had been 
arbitrary in deciding which candidates to bar from the poll. 
Kazakh officials were not immediately available to respond to 
the comments. 

Scots Conservatives hit record low 

EDINBURGH (R) — Conservatives slumped to their lowest 
poll rating ever in Scotland as they launched a campaign 
Monday to break the opposition Labour Party's stranglehold 
on local government. Ian Lang, cabiner minister heading the 
government in Scotland, announced he was sending a letter 
1 showing the success of Prime Minister John Major’s govern- 
ment to households. But just hours later a new opinion poll for 
the British Broadcasting Corporation gave the Conservatives 
only 13 per cent of the Scottish vole, the lowest ever recorded. 
Labour were ahead with 47 per cent and the independence- 
seeking Scottish National Party (SNP) second with 25. At the 
1992 general election. Labour won 39 per cent of the Scottish 
vote, the nationally-ruling Conservatives 25.7 per cent, and 
the SNP 21.5. Conservative support was three per cent down 
on last month, the SNP two per cent up. and Labour steady. 

Tapie to be quizzed in MP’s murder 

TOULON, France (R) — Police probing the murder of a 
corruption-fighting French parliamentarian questioned a 
senior local official Tuesday and were due (o quiz Marseille 
soccer boss and politician Bernard Tapie later, justice sources 
said. Maurice Arreckx, president of the Var Department 


More than 100 Scandinavian 
peacekeepers have taken up 
position at Tuzla Airport, 
closed since the beginning of 
the war, and U.N. officials said 
Muslim-led army units were 
withdrawing from the immedi- 
ate area. 

“We expect the soldiers of 
the Bosnian government to be 
withdrawing during the course 
of the afternoon,” U.N. depu- 
ty spokesman Matthew Nerzig 
told a news conference in Zag- 
reb. 

The deployment of the Scan- 
dinavians was a first step to- 
wards reopening the airport 
and allowing U.N. relief orga- 
nisations to deliver humanita- 
rian aid to hundreds of 
thousands of civilians in the 
area. 

The U.N. wants to get con- 
sent from Serb forces for the 
opening of the airport, which 
has been dosed since the be- 
ginning of the Bosnian war. 
The Serbs say they fear that 
the Bosnian army would use it 
to fly in weapons. 

In Geneva, a spokesman for 
the United Nations High Com- 
missioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) said about a dozen 
countries had agreed in prind- 
ple to fly aid into Tuzla but the 
airport was not expected to 
open for at least a week. 

Muslims and Croats fought 
together against Serbs opposed 
to Bosnian independence. But 
the Muslim-Croat alliance col- 
lapsed a year ago. Since then, 
the Bosnian war has been a 
three-sided scramble for terri- 
tory. 

Though truce agreements 
and the Muslim-Croat Federa- 
tion Accord have raised hopes 
for a final settlement of the 
conflict, diplomats say the road 
to peace is srudded with obsta- 
cles. 


To underscore the problems, 
the Belgrade-based Tanjug 
said Mr. Redman has no con- 
crete proposals to change Serb 
attitudes. 

The news agency, which 
often reflects Serbian policies, 
said Washington was trying to 
isolate Bosnia's Serb commun- 
ity. 

- In Paris, French Foreign 
Minister Alain Juppe Tuesday 
quashed reports that France 
was considering sending extra 
troops to Bosnia in response to 
pleas from U.N. commanders 
to reinforce a fragile truce. 

Mr. Juppe said after talks 
with Bosnian Prime Minister 
Haris Silajdzic: “All French 
authorities consider that we 
cannot go beyond the effort 
already made. We are the big- 
gest contributor (to LLN. 
peacekeeping forces). We have 
done our duty." 

France- Info Radio had re- 
ported Monday night that the 
Defence Ministry was con- 
sidering sending 800 more sol- 
diers to help get public services 
in Sarajevo. 

But a military spokesman 
said Tuesday that any extra 
troops sent to Sarajevo were 
likely to be redeployed from 
elsewhere in former Yugosla- 
via. 

Britain is canvassing other 
nations to provide more troops 
for the peacekeeping effort. 
France already has more than 
6,000 soldiers in ex-Yugoslavia 
out of a total U.N. force of 
‘28.350. 

Commenting indirectly on 
the U.S.-brokered Muslim- 
Croat agreement, Mr. Juppe 
said there would be no durable 
peace unless the Serbs were 
brought into the negotiating 
process. 


Council, was questioned for several hours about the Feb. 25 
shooting of Yann Piat, who had named him and Mr. Tapie in a 
letter to an aide in which she said she feared assassination. "I 
am very happy to testify... if that can help the course of 
justice. So much the better." Mr. Arreckx told reporters on 
entering the police station. Judge Thierry Rolland, investigat- 
ing the killing, has placed two minor Toulon underworld 
figures under investigation Tor suspected murder but made 
clear he believes there was a wider conspiracy, possibly 
including politicians. Police also detained four other people 
with underworld links for questioning in the investigation 
Tuesday, the justice sources said. 

Clarke is ready to succeed Major 

LONDON (R) — Britain's Finance Minister Kenneth Clarke, 
the man most likely to succeed Prime Minister John Major, 
said he would like the job — but only when Mr. Major decided 
the time was right. With the embattled Major being hit by 
another wave of speculation about his leadership. Chancellor 
of the Exchequer Clarke said: "I would like to be a 
contender... but at a time of John Major's choosing." "I have 
a reasonable desire to keep myself a contender but I 
completely understand that many other people have the same 
idea," be told the Independent newspaper in an interview 
published Tuesday. The latest media speculation on who 
might replace Mr. Major has centred on Trade Secretary 
Michael Heseltine after bis headline-grabbing testimony last 
week to Britain's arms-for-Iraq inquiry and a forceful speech 
on the state of the European Union. Mr. Clarke remains the 
leading contender in the run-up to local council elections in 
May and European Parliamentary elections in June. If the 
Conservatives are routed as polls suggest, this could increase 
the pressure on Mr. Major to step down. Bookmakers 
Tuesday made Mr. Clarke even-money favourite to replace 
Mr. Major, with Mr. Heseltine the second choice at 3-1. 

Clinton backs U.N. force for Georgia 

WASHINGTON (R) — Georgian leadir Eduard Shevard- 
nadze received President Bill Clinton's conditional support for 
U.N. peacekeepers in his homeland Monday and said he 
‘ would make his case Wednesday to the U.N. Security Council. 
The two leaders, at a news conference after their first meeting, 
also expressed concern about rising nationalism in Russia. Mr. 
Shevardnadze said an ultranationalisr takeover in Moscow 
would be “a great threat. Not only for Russia, but also for the 
whole planet at large." Mr. Clinton called "very remote" the 
possibility of a return to cold war with the prospect of "total 
destruction of two great civilisations" by nuclear war. But he 
said it is likely that more Russians will turn to ultranationalists 
like Vladimir Zhirinovsky because they spread the attractive 
message that Russia can regain greatness by reimposing an 
empire. Mr. Clinton pledged 70 million to Georgia, most of it 
humanitarian aid to help feed 250,000 refugees from the 
conflict between government troops and rebels in the break- 
away Black Sea region of Abkhazia. Some 25 million will 
purchase 125,000 tonnes of U.S. wheat. 

French deny D-Day snub to Kohl 

PARIS (R) — French officials denied Monday that Paris had 
snubbed Germany by failing to invite Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
to ceremonies in June marking the 50th anniversary of the 
allied D-Day landings during World War II. The respected 
daily Le Monde criticised President Francois Mitterrand for 
his office's handling of the high-profile i commemoration. 
Which has prompted controversy in Germany. But officials 
insisted there was no misunderstanding between Mr. Mitter- 
rand and Mr. Kohl oyer the ceremonies, which will be 
attended by U.S. President Bill Clinton. Britain's Queen 
Elizabeth and several other heads of st3te. “The president 
does not want the commemoration to be interpreted by the 
German people as an attempt to ostracise them.” Mr. 
Mitterrand's spokesman Jean Musitelli told Reuters. He was 
responding to reports ’from Bonn that Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl, angry at being left out. had barred German diplomats 
from attending any commemorative events. German govern- 
ment spokesman Dieter Vogel said Monday the military 
character of the celebrations ruled out German participation. 
He said Mr. Kohl had not expected to be invited to celebrate 
allied victories and thought memorial services for the war dead 
and victims of Nazism were more appropriate events for 
German officials to attend. 



A Danish Leopard tank, part of the CJNPRO- 
FOR forces in Bosnia, and a jeep stand on the 
runway of the still dosed Tuzla Airport as the 


Serbs control. the hills behind the airport (AFP 
photo) 


Mandela wants U.N. to mediate 


THOHOYANDOU, South 
Africa (R) — Nelson Mandela ' 
said Tuesday the African 
National Congress would insist 
the U.N. mediate talks to end 
the constitutional deadlock in 
South Africa. 

He also said the country’s 
first democratic election could 
not be delayed, as some con- 
servative groups are deman- 
ding. 

“The ANC will insist (that) 
only the United Nations must 
mediate,” Mr. Mandela told a 
gathering of about 2,000 uni- 
versity students in a rally at a 
Thohoyandou Stadium in the 
Venda black homeland. 

Commenting on suggestions 
by separatist blacks and whites 
that the April election should 
be postponed, Mr. Mandela 
said: “If we did that, even our 
own members of the ANC 
would hang us.” 

The ANC leader also reiter- 
ated that a white homeland or 
“Volks taat” would not be cre- 
ated for separatist Afrikaners 
in post-apartheid South Africa. 

At a media briefing earlier in 
the day, he said he had made 
this clear in talks with the 


pro-apartheid Conservative 
Party (CP), one of the mem- 
bers of the right-wing Afrikan- 
er People's Front. 

“I have repeatedly told them 
as far as I am concerned the 
idea of an Afrikaner Volkstaat 
will never be on the cards (but) 
I am prepared to sit down and 
see how we can allay their fears 
of democracy.” 

Mr. Mandela was uncom- 
promising on the election date, 
saying: “There is no possibility 
whatsoever of us shifting this 
date.. .There would be more 
trouble than there is taking 
place now. If elections do not 
take place... The only way of 
avoiding it is to ensure the 
elections take place." 

Referring to Bophuthats- 
wana President Lucas Man- 
gope and the decision by the 
homeland cabinet to refer to its 
parliament a final decision on 
registering for the election,'' 
Mr. Mandela said: “It seems 
I'm talking to a stone. 1 think 
we’ve given him enough 
time.. .If he continues to be 
arrogant, we will have to take 
action against him. It’s a mat- 
ter nf rime.” 


Meanwhile police moved on 
Bopbuthatswana's broadcast- 
ing headquarters Tuesday after 
workers seized the building 
and took the son of the South 
African black homeland’s pres- 
ident hostage, witnesses said. 

Police fired tear gas to dis- 
lodge the workers, who took 
over the building earlier in the 
day in a dispute of pay and 
pensions amid widespread un- 
rest in the homeland is the 
run-up to South Africa's first- 
all race elections in April. — 

The witnesses said homeland 
President Lucas Mangope's 
son Eddie, the broadcasting 
corporation's chairman, was m 
the building in the capital 
' Mmabatho when heavily- 
armed police moved in. 

They said about 700 work- 
ers, demanding a pay rise and 
pension payouts, dosed entr- 
ances to the centre in the 
homeland. 

Mr. Masiio escaped but be- 
fore the police action an angry 
Eddie Mangope, asked by 
Reuters in the building 
whether he was being held 
against his will, replied: 


Clinton defends wife in Whitewater case 


WASHINGTON (R) — Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton said Monday 
that Whitewater is no Water- 
gate despite Republican efforts ;; 
to whip up. “hysteria” and _ 
emotionally defended his^’ 
wife’s integrity in the political- 
ly damaging case. 

At a news conference, the 
embattled president also dis- 
closed that he learned federal 
investigators were looking into 
possible links between him and 
questionable Arkansas busi- 
ness deals soon after the probe 
began last fall. 

But he insisted there was 
nothing sinister about that 
alert and said be thought no- 
thing of it at the time. And a 
White House offidal later said • 
Mr. Clinton learned of the 
probe — which did not target 
him and Hillary Rodham Clin- 
ton — only after the White 
House received press inquiries 
about it. 

Under questioning, Mr. 
Clinton dismissed any sugges- 
tion that the investigation into 
the Whitewater Arkansas land 
investment deal, a savings and 
loan failure — and any White 
House effort to cover up the 
Clinton's roles in those matters - 
— was starting to resemble the 
Watergate scandal that drove 
President Richard Nixon from 


office 20 years ago. 

“There is no analogy except 
any hysteria they (the Republi- 
cans) can gin up about it. “The 
Democratic president said, 
“...there will not be a cover- 
up. There will be an abuse of 
power in this office and there is 
no credible charge that I 
violated any law... 

“This is going to be a very 
different thing.” 

As in Watergate, a special 
prosecutor is investigating the 
complex Whitewater affair and 
has subpoenaed six White 
House aides and four present 
and former Treasury Depart- 
ment officials to testify on 
Whire House involvment. 

“If I did something wrong. It 
will come out in the special 
counsel (investigation)... they 
will find the truth.” Mr. Clin- 
ton said. “Let them do it.” 

On Capitol Hill. Republi- 
cans continued to clamour for 
congressional hearings to para- 
llel the judicial inquiry. But 
special prosecutor Robert 
Fiske said that was a bad idea. 

In a letter to Senate Banking 
Committee Donald Riegle and 
the panel's senior Republican, 
Alfonse D’ Amato, Mr. Fiske 
said inquiry by a congressional 
committee “would pose a se-. 


vere risk to the integrity of our 
investigation.” 

The New York lawyer said 
he was concerned by the possi- 
bility that congressional wit- 
nesses might be granted im- 
munity from prosecution in ex- 
change for their testimony and 
by premature public disclosure 
of “matters at the core of the . 
criminal investigation.” 

Chairman of both the House 
and Senate Banking Commit- 
tees assured Mr. Fiske they 
would do nothing to jeopardise 
his investigation. But Sen. 
D'Amato said he told Mr. 
Fiske his “opposition is prema- 
ture and overly broad.” 

Sen. D'Amato said on 
CNN's Crossfire that he 
obviously would not seek im- 
mnnity for witnesses that could 
undercut Mr. Fiske's investiga- 
tion but said Republicans 
would meet with Mr. Fiske 
Wednesday on their request 
for Whitewater bearings. 

Mr. Clinton grew visibly in- 
tense and emotional Monday 
when he defended the integrity 
of Mis. Ginton, a partner in 
the Arkansas law firm that 
handled some Whitewater 
matters and who has become 
subject of some unflattering 
press speculation. 


China, U.S. lash each other on rights 


BEiJING (R) — China and 
the United 5tates threw hard 
.public purishes at each other 
over human rights Tuesday, 
souring the atmosphere for this 
week’s Beijing visit by Secret- 
ary of State Warren Christ- 
opher. 

Mr. Christopher, using his 
harshest language so far about 
China, expressed “strong dis- 
taste” oyer Beijing's recent 
harassment of dissidents and 
said the security sweep would 
have a “negative effect" on his 
March 11-14 visit and on the 
U.S. review of China's favour- 
able trade status. 

China lashed out at criticism 
from U.S. President Bill Clin- 
ton and earlier remarks by Mr. 
Christopher about the arrests 
of three dissidents and the 
overnight interrogations of at 
least a dozen more, calling the 
U.S. complaints "irresponsi- 
ble''. 

At stake in the dispute is the 
multi-billion-dollar trade rela- 
tionship between the two coun- 
tries. 

Mr. Ginton must decide by 
early June whether to renew 
China's most favoured nation 
(MFN) trade status. And he 
has promised he will extend it, 
only if Beijing makes signifi- 
cant progress on human rights. 

Mr. Christopher, speaking 
in Australia, made dear the 
recent events would not help 


Beijing's cause in getting the 
trade status renewed. 

“It would be -hard to over- 
state the strong distaste we all 
feel at recent detentions and 
other measures taken by the 
Chinese," he said. 

"Certainly these actions will 
have a negative effect on my 
trip to China as well as the 
subsequent review within the 
United States,” he said. 

China dug into its position 
that other countries had no 
business criticising its affairs. 

“No foreign country, orga- 
nisation or individual has the 
right to make irresponsible re- 
marks or interfere.” a Foreign 
Ministry spokesman said by 
telephone. 

“China is a sovereign state 
to summon and interrogate 
according to law those who 
violated criminal law and other 
laws falls entirely within the 
scope of China’s sovereignty,” 
the spokesman said. 

"This issue, which is purely 
an internal affair of China,, has 
nothing to do with the forth- 
coming visit to China by the 
U.S. secretary of state.” he 
said. 

Mr. Christopher said he had 
consulted with congressional • 
leaders before deciding to 
press ahead with his visit in 
order to deliver a strong state- 
ment on the need for improve- 


ment in human rights to 
Chinese leaders. 

“They (the Chinese) have 
heard from me before and will 
hear from me again that over- 
all significant progress (on hu- 
man rights) will be necessary 
for most favoured nation treat- 
ment to be extended,” he said. 

“It's a serious business from 
the standpoint of the United 
States,” the secretary said. 

The MFN decision will set 
the future for billions of dollars 
in trade between the two na- 
tions. One third of China’s 
exports go to the United States 
and thousands of American 
jobs depend on growing busi- 
ness links with China, which 
has led the world in economic 
growth rates. 

Until recently many had 
assumed Washington would 
find a way to extend MFN, 
because too much was at stake 
not to do so. 

But Mr. Christopher said 
there would be no attempt to 
sidestep the executive order 
issued by Mr. Ginton last year 
that laid out the human-rights 
progress the United States ex- 
pected from China. 

“The United States certainly 
hopes that China will not force 
us to reach that kind of deci- 
sion with respect to most 
favoured nation treatment," 
he said. 


Doctors blame 
sunbed for 
skin cancer 

NEWCASTLE (R) — British 
doctors blamed a sunbed for 
giving a middle-aged woman 
skin cancer in what is thought 
to be the first such diagnosis in 
Britain. The woman, in her 
40s, has had only one foreign 
holiday in her fife and has 
never sunbathed topless or 
nude. She decided to get a tan 
with a sunbed before going on 
a second sun-seeking holiday 
and doctors are convinced that 
is bow the woman, who has 
sensitive skin, developed 
turn out on her breasts and 
buttocks. “We can be abso- 
lutely definite the sunbed has 
caused her skin cancer.” Skin 
specialist Dr. Peter Farr said at 
Newcastle Hospital in north- 
east England. “If she is just a 
one-off we need not be too 
worried but I rather suspect 
she is just the tip of the 
iceberg.” Medical experts have 
long suspected a link between 
skin cancer and the ultraviolet 
rays of tanning devices. But 
this is thought to be one of the 
first cases in Britain to be 
directly linked by a doctor. 
The woman, who was not 
named, contacted specialists 
when she developed skin irrita- 
tion about a year ago. “The 
people most at risk are those, 
using sunbeds all year round 
and for most of the year. And 
those who find it difficult to tan 
and who tan very poorly in 
natural .sunlight,” said Dr. 
Farr. 

French radio 
defies clampdown 
on sex talk 

PARIS (R) — France's second 
most popular music radio 
channel said it would defy an 
official clampdown on free- 
wheeling live discussions of 
teenage sex which has infuri- 
ated young listeners and raised 
charges of censorship. France's 
radio watchdog the Higher Au- 
dio-Visual Council (CSA) has 
ordered Fun Radio to tone 
down Lovin'fun, a live evening 
show with 1.3 millioa listeners 
in which young people discuss 
issues ranging from sex to the 
war in ex-Yugoslavia. Fun 
Radio's head Benoit Sillard 
vowed to disobey the ruling, 
saving it was another attempt 
■tb. i ’g stii ct the freedom of radio 
stations following a new law 
ordering them to run at least 40 
per cent of French songs in 
their rock music broadcasts. 
He said the CSA issued its 
ruling after one of the chan- 
nel’s rivals sent in the trans- 
cript of a frank discussion of 
sodomy. “This was totally un- 
representative. It was a raw 
30-second extract out of 30 
hours of programming, in 
which a girl listener talked 
about sodomy in explicit 
terms,” he said. “It's cen- 
sorship — the CSA told me it 
wants to ban young people 
using such language,” said Mr. 
SSlard. He pledged his prog- 
ramme would continue un- 
changed. 

U.S. military 
to ban smoking 
in workplace ' 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Defence Department said it. 
will ban smoking in the work- 
place at U.S. military facilities 
worldwide in a major new 
health initiative. The brief 
press advisory said the new 
“smoke-free workplace” will 
go into effect on April 8 at 
hundreds of military facilities 
by broadly expanding current 
restrictions on smoking at 
military facilities. The 
announcement came as Demo- 
cratic Senator Edward Ken- 
nedy of Massachusetts Monday 
asked for a congre ss ional in- 
vestigation into allegations that 
tobacco companies add nico- 
tine to cigarettes to make them 
addictive. 

Widow talks 
raiders out of 
stealing 

LONDON (R) — An 80-year- 
old British widow confronted 
three masked raiders in her' 
home and talked them into 
handing back the money and 
valuables they intended steal- 
ing, the Tunes reported Tues- 
day. The newspaper said Lilian 
Cole described the raiders as 
“sweeties" after she had got 
them to see the error of their 
. ways. “They are wonderful for 
what they did and I love 
them,” it quoted the retired 
teacher as saying. “At first f 
was terrified because they had 
masks over their faces and 
were quite big,” she said. “I 
told them . I was poor, too and 
that I sympathised with them. 

“I told them I have to sit with 
hot water bottles at night to 
keep the heating bills down. 
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International jockey 
' challenge in Dubai 
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DUBAI, United Arab Emi- 
rates (AP) — Champion riders 
from four continents, including 
champions United States, wifi 
we for the international jock- 
eys challenge scheduled for 
March 25 in Dubai. 

In addition to the Unired 
States, the other continents 
represented are Europe, Au- 
stralia, Asia in addition to the 
Middle East. 

Each country will have two 
of their best riders pitted 
against the other teams in four 
races at different distances, 
with their horses being picked 
by lot. 

The top jockeys will be com- 
peting for the Emirates Bank 
international Trophy for the 
team event, and for the Ken 
Russell Memorial Trophy in 
the individual contest. Ken 
Russell, who represented Au- 
stralia in last year’s event here, 
ms recently killed in a riding 
Irident. 6 

Points will be awarded to all 
finishers, ranging from 10 
points to the winner, down to 1 
point for the last horse. The 
organisers however did not 
give the prize money at stake. 

Mike Smith and Chris 
McCanon will defend the U.S. 
team title, in the absence of 
Gary Stevens who romped to 
the individual crown with an 
emphatic win in the inaugural 
tournament last year. Smith 
recently won the Eclipse 
Award for 1993 and was cham- 
pion jockey in the United 
States last year, while McCar- 


[pn is a member of the Hall of 
Fame and his mounts have won 
tn excess of S163 million. 

He was the youngest jockey 
to win $100 million and has 
won more than 6,000 races. In 
addition to big races success at 
home, such as Breeder’s Cup 
Classic wins on Alysheba and 
Sunday Silence, he won the 
Japan Cup on Pay the Butler. 

Last year. Gary Stevens of 
the United States won the indi- 
vidual title and along with 
Kent Desormeaux, also took 
the trophy for the top con- 
tinental team performance. 

Providing the additional 
sparkle will be two of the finest 
jockeys in the world, Pat 
Eddery and Michael Kinnane 
who will ride under European 
colours. 

Australia will be represented 
by Kevin Moses and Greg 
Childs, who are among the 
most successful riders in the 
country. 

Japan is sticking to its com- 
bination of last year with Jokio 
Oka be and Yutaka Take, 
champion jockeys in their own 
right, ready to provide their 
rivals a real surprise. 

The UAE, which is the 
horse racing centre of the Mid- 
dle East with the ruling Mak- 
toum family one of the world’s 
biggest and richest owners, will 
be represented by Richard 
Hills and John Murtagh who 
are currently slugging it out in 
the local jockeys cham- 
pionship. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Real Madrid fire coach Floro 

MADRID (R) — Real Madrid Monday fired coach Benito 
Floro following the team's weekend defeat by first division 
Stragglers Lerida. Chariman Ramon Mendoza named former 
player and member of tile technical staff Vicente Del Bosque 
as caretaker coach until the end of the season. The sacking of 
Floro, who came to Madrid from Albacete at the start of the 
1992-93 season, climaxed a board meeting dedicated to 
discussing yet another crisis in a stormy season for Spain’s 
Inmost famous dub. Real lost 1-0 at home to Paris Saint 
Germain in a European Cup Winners* Cup quarter-final first 
leg last Thursday and Sunday’s defeat in Lenda was the final 
nail in Flora's coffin. 

Olympic pairs champions to skip Tokyo 

MOSCOW OR) — Olympic paraskating champions Yekateri- 
na Gordey eva and Sergei Grinkov of Russia will skip this 
month’s world championships in Tokyo because they are 
preparing to return to the professional circuit. “We are not 
going to the world championships later this month because we 
have only a month to prepare for our shows and we still 
haven’t recovered from the Olympics,” Gordeyeva told the 
English-language Moscow Times newspaper. “We probably 
won’t compete in the next Olympics,” she told a special 
edition of the newspaper dedicated to Tuesday's women’s day 
holiday. The couple’s LOlehammer title was their second 
Olympic gold — they won at Calgary In 1988 and then turned 
professional before taking advantage of new rales to return to 
the games. 

Ray Arcel, egendary trainer, is dead 

NEW YORK (R) — Ray Arcel, who trained 22 world boxing 
champions in a career that spanned 65 years, died Monday of 
leukaemia. He was 94. Arcel’s first world champion was 
Charlie Ph3 Rosenberg, who won the world bantamweight 
championship in 1925. Among Arcel's other champions were 
Jack ‘Kid’ Berg, a Briton who won the world junior 
welterweight, title in 1930 lightweight champion Benny 
Leonard, ho won the title in 19 17 and R oberta Duran, who 
raptured the lightweight tide in 1972. ArcSl also was in Larry 
k Holmes’ corner when he retained his heavyweight title against 
f Gerry Cooney in 1982. Even after he retired from boxing, 
young fighters continued to seek his advice, including Olympic 
champion Mark Breland and up-and-coming heavyweight 
Shannon Briggs- 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HWSCH 
ciMa Tit* *™ me 


WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you bold 

•7 <?A»84 0KQ10832 *92 
The bidding baa proceeded 
North East Sooth West 

I* Pass 1 NT Paas 

2* Pass 7 

Whet action do you take? 

Q.2 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

WJJI087 90963 052 *K4 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 0 Pass Z * Pass 

2* Pass ? 

What action do you take? 


04 — Both vulnerable, as Sooth 
yon tout 

*A98 9K 0A109643 *974 
Partner opens the bidding with four 


hearts. What action do you taka? 

Q.4 — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you hold: 

*AKJ10976 <74 098 *AQ10 
What is your opening bid? 

Q.5 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AK73 <7X0873 068 *98 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
pass Pass 1 <7 Pass 
2 0 Pass 7 
What action do you take? 

Q,e — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: „ _ 

*0 "7AKJ10876 0K1076 « 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
Pass Pass ? 

What action do you taka? 


Starks leads Knicks 
to another win 


AUBURN HILLS, Michigan 
(R) — For streaky John 
Starks, it was a tale of two 
halves. While for his New 
York Knicks, the first half of 
the fourth quarter was deja vu 
all over again. 

Starks missed his first 10 
shots and was held to two 
points in the first half but 
scored eight of his 21 points 
and produced a couple of key 
steak during a 17-0 New York 
run to open the fourth quarter 
as the revitalised Knicks pulled 
away for a 99-85 victory over 
the Detroit Pistons Monday. 

The Knicks, who had used a 
15-0 spurt to open the fourth 
quarter in beating New Jersey 
in their previous game Thurs- 
day, have won three straight 
after a season-high four-game 
losing streak. 

The Knicks outscored De- 
troit 39-12 in the decisive 
fourth quarter as the Pistons 
missed their first 12 shots and 
did not score for the first six 
minutes. Joe Dumars, who 
paced Detroit with 21 points, 
was held scoreless in the fourth 
quarter. 

The Pistons (23-45) led by as 
many as 16 points late iu the 
third quarter but now have 
dropped seven straight. 

Patrick Ewing added 21 
points and 11 rebounds and 
Anthony Mason contributed 


14 points and 14 rebounds the 
Knicks. who swept the season 
series from Detroit (4-0). 

In Miami, Dee Brown 
scored 21 points, including a 
go-ahead 20-foot jumper with 
1:29 remaining, to lead the 
Boston Celtics past the Heat 
112-104, snapping Miami's 
franchise-record seven-game 
winning streak. 

Brown’s jumper snapped a 
102-102 tie to give Boston its 
second straight victory follow- 
ing a franchise-record 13-game 
losing skein. 

Grant Long paced Miami 
with 24 points and Rony Seika- 
ly added 22 points and 14 
rebounds for the Heat, who 
have the best road record in 
the Eastern Conference but 
are now just 500 at home. 

Sherman Douglas scored 20 
points and handed out 11 
assists for the Celtics, who 
placed six players in double 
figures. 

The Celtics, who were play- 
ing without injured centre 
Robert Parish, were outre- 
bounded 46-29 but shot a 
blistering 61 per cent from the 
floor. 

In Portland, Clifford Robin- 
son scored 25 points and Har- 
vey Grant and Rod Strickland 
added 20 apiece as the red-hot ' 
Trail Blazers trounced the Gol- 
den State Warriors 137-108. 


Portland, which won for the 
ninth time in its Iasi 10 games, 
made 57 per cent of its shots in 
registering iu highest point tot- 
al of the season. 

Chris Mullin had 20 points to 
lead Golden State, which play- 
ed without Chris Webber, who 
is suffering from a hip pointer. 

The Warriors, who had a 
three-game win streak snap- 
ped, lost to the Blazers for the 
10th time in their last 11 meet- 
ings- 

In Milwaukee, Tony Smith, 
playing on the same floor 
where he starred for Marquet- 
te and became the school's 
third all-time leading scorer, 
posted career highs with 25 
points and 10 rebounds as the 
Los Angeles Lakers hammered 
the Bucks 106-84. 

Sedale Threatt added 20 
points and Nick Van Exel 16 
for Los Angeles while Elden 
Campbell netted 12 points and 
pulled down 10 rebounds. 

The Lakers collected 17 
steals, led by George Lynch’s 
five, and forced the Bucks into 
25 turnovers. 

Todd Day paced Mil- 
waukee, which never led, with 
18 points, as the Bucks lost for 
the eighth time in 11 outings. 

Vin Baker added 17 points 
and eight rebounds for Mil- 
waukee, which placed just 
three players in double figures. 


Tyson gives up on legal 
system, hits the books 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
With about one year to go 
before his release from prison, 
Mike Tyson has given up on 
■the legal system and is focusing 
on his education. 

Tyson was convicted in 
February 1992 of raping beauty 
pageant contestant Desiree 
Washington while both were in 
Indianapolis the previous sum- 
mer. 

He was sentenced to six 
years at the Indiana Youth 
Centre, but his May 1995 re- 
lease could be moved up by as 
much as six months if he passes 
his high school equivalency 
exam. 

On Monday, the U.S. Sup- 
reme ^Court declined to xeyiew 
the former heavyweight boxing 
champ's conviction . 

The court, without com- 
ment, turned away arguments 
Monday that Tyson. 27, was 
denied a fair trial. 

“I doubt this will affect him. 
I think he sets himself up to 
expect the worst and is pretty 


surprised when something 
other than that happens,” said 
Pin! Slavens, an assistant su- 
perintendent at the prison. 

The Rev. Charles Williams, 
a close friend of Tyson’s and 
president of the Indiana Black 
Expo, said be doubted Tyson 
would be surprised by the deci- 
sion. 

Tyson has matured daring 
his two years at the prison, 
located west of Indianapolis in 
Plainfield, and spends his free 
time attending classes and 
working out, Slavens said. 

“He’s been pretty modi on 
an even keel his whole stay 
here. As be gets relatively 
dose to getting home his atti- 
tude is more upbeat,” he said. 

Ty son’s attorney, Alan 
Dershowitz, said the denial 
was expected because the sup- 
reme court accepts a small 
fraction of the petitions it re- 
ceives. Dershowitz said he will 
begin a federal petition request- 
ing release from prison. 

Attorneys representing 



Mike Tyson 

Washington said the decision 
proved the validity of the ori- 
ginal verdict in Marion Super- 
ior Court. , . . . 

“We’re 'very pleased with 
the result, although it comes as 
no surprise,” said lisa Cam po- 
lo, an assodate of Boston 
Attorney Deval Patrick. Pat- 
rick is representing Washing- 
ton in a civil lawsuit against 
Tyson in U.S. district court in 
Indianapolis. 


MaJunren 
threatens 
to pull out 
of London 
Marathon 

BEIJING (R) — Ma Junren, 
China’s top athletics trainer, 
said his elite squad of runners 
might not be able to take part 
in events in Indonesia and 
London next month unless 
money for his training centre 
was released, the Beijing 
Evening News said. 

In its Monday edition, it 
quoted Ma as saying that the 
state council (cabinet) has 
approved one million yuan 
(5115,000) for the centre but 
authorisation for its use has not 
been given. 

“Unless this problem is re- 
solved, the Ma team might not 
be able to take part in events in 
Indonesia and London.” he 
said. 

His runners are due to take 
part in the London Marathon 
April 17, a week after running 
a 10-kilomctre road race in 
Bali. 

But David Bedford, the in- 
ternational race director of the 
London Marathon said Tues- 
day he had no reason to be- 
lieve the runners would not be 
taking part in his race. 

Bedford said: *T don’t envis- 
age any problem whatsoever 
with the Chinese runners. 
They are contractually obliged 
to run in the race and ! expect 
them to turn up and run. 


Skating association not 
backing down against Harding 


PORTLAND, ORE (AP) — 
The U.S. Figure Skating Asso- 
ciation is showing no sign of 
backing down in its legal show- 
down with Tonya Harding. 

Association officials are pro- 
ceeding with plans for a hear- 
ing Thursday in Colorado 
Springs. Colo., on whether to 
throw Harding out of the sport 
for her alleged role m the 
attack on Nancy Merrigan. 

“The panel continues to be- 
lieve that the hearing will be 
held on Thursday at 9 a.m. f the 
panel’s chairman. Bull Hybl, 
siad. “The panel is very carefu- 


ly following the bylaws of the 
United States Figure Skating 
Association to provide due 
process and a fair hearing.” 

Harding's lawyers, however, 
say it would be unfair for her to 
face the hearing while a crimin- 
al investigation into her role in 
the case is unfinished. 

Unless the hearing is stop- 
ped, they say, “She will un- 
doubtedly be found “guilty” of 
violating some USFSA rule 
and deprived of her mem- 
bership registration. That will 
effectively end her competitive 
figure skating career.” 


SUPER DELUXE FURNISHED 
SEMI-VILLA FOR RENT 

Newly-built, consisting ol three bedrooms, three bathrooms three salons 
iniemal and external decoration, verandas flower-planted garden cascade- 
like toumain. with central heating, telephone, independent entrance and a 
garage that can accommodate two cars, uninhabited yet Location opposite 
the entrance of the Unrversrty Hospital, behind Badan Female Students 
Dormitory. Fit lor diplomatic missions 

Call tel.: 840767 and 846896 








WITHHOOT WOMODmS 


best FEAST present 
Birth stones in 18k. gold 
Also open after Iftar. 
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Amman. 


Faisali remains in lead as soccer 
championship goes into 16th week 


By Aleen Bannayan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Al Ramtha play 
A1 Yarmouk in the 91st 
match of the first division 
soccer championship as it en- 
ters its 16tb week Wednesday 
with six week remaining in 
the most prestigious soccer 
competition of the country. 

Titleholders Al Faisali 
have so far maintained their 
remarkable unbeaten streak 
and are still in the lead with 
42 points after their 2-0 win 
over second placed Ai Ahli 
that gave them a 13 point 
.commanding lead atop the 12 
team standing;. 

They will next face fourth 
placed At Hussein who seem 
to have lost their earlier form 
and lately lost 3-1 to Al 
Qadissieh. 

AI Faisali will then have 
relatively easier opponents 
like Al Jazireh, Al Baqaa. Al 
Yarmouk, Sahab and Al 
Qadissieh before they play 
former champions Al Wihdat 
in the final week of April. 

Likewise, Al Wihdat seem 
to be determined not to let a 
mutiny of veteran players 
spoil their chances for a top- 
three position. 

They larely beat Sahab 2-1 


and moved from fifth to third 
place behind A! Ahli. They 
will next dash against 6rh 
placed Al Qadissieh who 
have somewhat escaped the 
danger of relegation facing 
the last four teams. 

During the second leg of 
the tournament, Al Qadis- 
sieh beat Al Yarmouk 6-2. Al 
Ahli 3-1 . Al Hussein 3-1 . and 
drew with Sahab 1-1. 

Also in the upcoming 
week, Al Ahli will seek to 
defeat Al Jazireh who fell to 
9th place after an unexpected 
2-1 loss to newcomers A! 
Fuheis who climbed from last 
to 10th place. 


ai Baqaa are now in 8th 
place after their astonishing 
4-2 win over Al Ramtha. 

' They will next attempt to 
beat Al Fuheis (o consolidate 
their position facing Al Ahli. 
Al Faisali and Al Hussein in 
the upcoming weeks. 

Jiih placed Sahab will 
have to begin scoring some 
wins if they intend to avoid 
relegation. They will next 
face 7th placed Al Arabi, 1-0 
winners over Al Yarmouk 
last week. 

Sahab next have some 
tough matches against Al 
Ramtha, Ai Ahli. Al Hus- 
sein, and Al Faisali. 


Standings prior to 16th week 


Team 

P 

W 

D 

GD 

L 

GF 

GA 

Pts. 

Faisali 

15 

13 

1 

1 

— 

“35 

g 


Ahli 

15 

7 

4 

— 

4 

-»T 

15 

29 

Wihdat 

15 

7 

3 


3 

15 

11 

29 

Hussein 

15 

6 

4 


3 

22 

13 

28 

Ramtha 

15 

7 

2 

1 

s 

25 

18 

26 

Qadissieh 15 

5 

4 

2 

4 

22 

17 

25 

Arabi 

15 

4 

4 

— 

7 

Is 

29 

20 

Baqaa 

15 

5 

2 

1 

7 

14 

25 

20 

Jazireh 

IS 

2 

6 

— 

7 

17 

21 

18 

Fuheis 

15 

4 

1 

1 

9 

10 

25 

15 

Sahab 

15 

2 

3 

2 

8 

14 

22 

14 

Yar- 

moum 

15 

4 

~ 

2 

9 

13 

26 

14 


Baggio 

facing 

3-week 

lay-off 

TURIN, Italy (R) — Euro- 
pean footballer of the year 
Roberto Baggio of Juventus 
may need surgery on his knee, 
a dub spokesman said Tues- 
day. 

Baggio, 26, is currently the 
top scorer in the Italian serie A 
with 16 goals. 

“He will be examined later 
this week to determine 
whether he will need surgery to 
repair the meniscus in his right 
knee,” said Romi Gai of 
Juventus. The meniscus is a 
crescent-shaped fibro-cartilage 
which acts as the knee’s shock- 
absorber. 

Baggio, whose career was 
nearly cut short when he 
underwent major surgery on 
the same knee nine years ago, 
injured the knee again last 
week when Juventus lost 1-0 to 
Cagliari in the UEFA Cup. 


‘E. Germany doped children 
to boost performance’ 


BERLIN (R) — Children in 
former East Germany were 
given illegal drugs to boost 
their performances in sport. a 
Berlin newspaper said Mon- 
day. 

The Berliner Morgenpost 
quoted a German government 
official as saying that recently- 
discovered documents from 
the East German security 
police tSTASI) showed that 
child athletes under 14 had 
been doped in the 1970s and 
1980s. The present govern- 
ment was preparing charges 
against former East German 
sports authorities in at least 12 
cases of causing bodily harm to 
minors and violating phar- 
maceutical laws, said Manfred 
Kittlaus, head of the Central 
Office for Government and 
Unification Crimes (ZERV). 

A Stasi report quoted in the 
newspaper said: “Support in 
the sports medicine area (is) 
apparently the only possibility 
currently available to further 
increase performances. This 
was especially apparent at the 


spurtakiade (children’s sports 
festival), uhere even child 
athletes were 'fed'.’’ the report 
added. Kittlaus told the news- 
paper that in many cases chil- 
dren were doped without the 
permission of their parents and 
warned no: to tell them. He 
said the ZERV knew of at least 
one girl who had been doped 
as a child and later gave birth 
to a deformed baby. 

Despite its population of 
only 16 million. East Germany 
was one of the world's leading 
sporting powers before it col- 
lapsed in 1990. 

A 1991 German Sports Fed- 
eration (DSB) report said that 
nearly all East German 
coaches, doctors and officials 
were strongly suspected of hav- 
ing taken pan in doping prog- 
rammes monitored by the Sta- 
si. 

Many former East German 
trainers have admitted that 
doping was rife but said the 
abuse was ordered by higher 
officials. 



/ . f •.'} • r . • Y •• ■ - ■ 

f//j / Exclusive Distribu tor • V 

>>>>)> •lOKDA.N COMPUTER TRADING CO. 

vL / . Tel. 6.43896 Fax 645531- Prince Moh'o Street vV 


L 

T- 

D 

a t 

Y 

Cinema Te!” 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 

Qnema Tel.: 699238 

PLAZA 

Cinema Tel.: 677420 

CONCORD 

Tel.: 618274 - 618275 

AMMOUN THEATRE 

Tel.: 675571 

Nabil Al Mashini Theatre , 

Nabil & Hisham’s Tel.: 625155 

AHLAN THEATRE 

Far And Away 

Snows: 12:30. 3:00. 8:30. »»:*' 

Amr Diyab, Yusra 
& Omar Sherif 
in 

Laughter, Playing, 
Seriousness and 
Love 

Arabic 

Shows: 1230, 3, 630. &30, 10-JQ 

CONCORD *V 
Demolition Man 

Shows,: 12:30. 3:iW. 0:3*1. *:.W. 111:30 

CONCORD ‘2’ 
Dennis the Menace 

Shows: 12:30. 3:(IU. 6:30. 8:3(1. 10:3(1 

Opening Soon 
A political comedy 
Forbidden x Forbidden 

presents a play entitled: 

Al 11m Huron 

A popular political comedy 
Actors: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jaiajei. 
Hassan Al Shaer. Fuad Shomau 
in addition lo other comedians 

Every night at 8:1 5 
Tickets are sold all day 

Coming soon: The next play 

Nabil and Hisham Theatre 
presents 

Ahian Arab Snmmit Conference 
(play) 

daily at 9:15 p.m. 

Theatre is closed Sundays, Monday- 
arid Tuesdays 
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Iran denies role in plot to kill Sedki 1 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iran denied Tuesday Egyptian allegations 
that it had plotted to kill Egypt's prune minister. Atef Sedki. 
Iranian foreign ministry spokesman Mozteza Sarmadi told 
Tehran’s official Islamic Republic News agency that the 
accusations were “baseless and false." Egypt's President 
Hosni Mubarak said in an interview published Monday in a 
Kuwaiti newspaper that Iran bad paid 44,000 Egyptian pounds 
($13,100) to an Egyptian plumber to finance an attack on Dr. 
Sedki, but that the unidentified middleman had spent the 
money on himself. Mr. Mubarak told the daily AI Qabas that 
the plumber had been arrested. IRNA. monitored in Cyprus, 
quoted Mr. Sarmadi as saying the accusation not only reflected 
“the Cairo regime's helplessness and confusion, but also the 
critical situation in that country." Mr. Mubarak did not say if 
the alleged plot was in any way connected to a failed 
assassination attemt on Dr: Sedki in November. The Egyptian 
leader, wbo has blamed Iran for financing Muslim fun- 
damentalists seeking to overthrow h is government, said the 
money for the plot had come through Afghanistan. He gave no 
other details, such as when the plot was uncovered. 

Clinton offers greetings on Eid AI Fitr 

WASHINGTON (USIA) — President Bill Clinton offered his 
greetings Tuesday to the world Muslim community on the 
occasion of Eid AI Fitr, celebrating the end of the Holy Month 
of Ramadan. This year's Eid AI Fitr, which most of the Islamic 
World wiU celebrate on March 12 or 13 (depending on the 
sighting of the moon), “reminds us of our shared responsibility 
to work for peace and for a better future for all the world's 
people — especially in the wake of the Hebron massacre," Mr. 
Clinton said. “In the United States, this is an occasion for us to 
reflect with pride on the achievements of Muslim Americans 
and to take satisfaction in the historic and constructive 
relations which we have had with Muslim countries around the 
world,” the President added. 

Mandela backs talks, but no Israeli visit 

THOHOYANDOU (AP) — Nelson Mandela said Tuesday 
his African National Congress (ANC) supported peace talks 
between Israel and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(FLO) but that he was unable to visit Israel until the talks 
produced a peace agreement. He told a news conference he 
had congratulated PLO leader Yasser Arafat and Israeli 
leaders Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres for launching the 
peace talks in a bid to end decades of conflict in the Middle 
East. The Israeli government invited Mr. Mandela to visit in 
1992, be said, but the time was not right. “The condition for 
me going to Israel is that the peace agreement between Israel 
and the PLO would have been signed," Mr. Mandela said. Mr. 
Mandela has publicly embraced Mr. Arafat for the PLO's 
support for the ANC in its campaign against apartheid. 
Pro-Israeli groups have criticised Mr. Mandela's support of 
Mr. Arafat, but Mandela likens the Palestinian situation to 
that of South Africa's blacks and says the ANC will never turn 
its back on groups that supported it. 

Last major U.S. unit leaves Somalia 

MOGADISHU (R) — The last major U.S. Army combat unit 
to leave Somalia boarded a ship in Mogadishu bound for home 
Tuesday, U.S. officers said. Some 400 soldiers of die Triple 
Deuce' unit of the 10th mountain division boarded the ship 
Mediterranean Sky along with 100 workers from the main 
American hospital. The unit was deployed in Somalia after 18 
U.S. soldiers were killed in a dash with residents of 
Mogadishu on Oct. 3. The medical workers, from the 46th 
combat support hospital, tended dozens of American wound- 
ed in the aftermath of that battle. President Bill Clinton 
ordered all U.S. troops, who first arrived in December 1992 to 
save Somalia from famine, out of the country by the end of 
March. Several other contingents, including the Italians and 
Germans, also leave this month. 

EU urges resumption of peace talks 

BRUSSELS (R) — The European Union (EU) has said the 
Hebron massacre should nor interrupt the Middle East peace 
process and called for measures to ensure the safety of 
Palestinians in the occupied territories. EU foreign ministers 
issued a statement appealing to the United Nations Security 
Council to swiftly adopt a resolution encouraging the resump- 
tion of peace negotiations between all parties. The EU 
statement welcomed measures taken by the Israeli govern- 
ment to ensure Palestinians’ safety, but noted that Israel was 
■ responsible for the protection of all inhabitants in the occupied 
‘'territories. The minister said the parties should agree on 
appropriate measures for the safety* of Palestinians “while 
tackling forthwith in a constructive spirit the problem of the 
(Israeli settler) colonies in general." They also backed the 
swift establishment of an international presence, including the 
EU, in the territories. Greek Foreign Minister Karolos 
Papoulias told a news conference all his colleagues agreed on 
the need to shore up the position of Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat, saying he was a vital factor in the peace process. 

Schneerson hospitalised 

NEW YORK (R) — Menachem Schneerson, the 91 -year-old 
grand rabbi of the ultra-orthodox Lubavitch movement was 
admitted to a New York hospital early Tuesday morning in 
serious condition, the hospital said. “He came in at about 3:30 
this morning. His condition is serious," Mary Costello, the 
director of public relations at the Hospital for Joint Diseases, 
told Reuters. “He was admitted to our neurological service. 
He is being evaluated by a team of neurologists,'’ she said, 
adding that no diagnosis had been made. Rabbi Schneerson 
was brought to the hospital by ambulance from his home in 
Brooklyn, the world headquarters of the Lubavitch move- 
ment. Last week Rabbi Schneerson. who many of his followers 
believe will be revealed as the Messiah, underwent an 
operation to remove a cataract from one of his eyes. 

Hassan II commutes 195 death sentences 

RABAT (R) — Morocco's King Hassan, marking the 33rd 
year since his accession to the throne, has commuted the death 
sentences of 195 prisoners to life imprisonment, the justice 
ministry said Tuesday. A spokesman for the independent 
Morocco Human Rights Organisation (OMDH) said it 
appeared from their lists that all prisoners on death row had 
teen pardoned. The spokesman said most of them were 
common criminals convicted of murder They also include 11 
Muslim fundamentalists convicted of smuggling in arms and 
plotting a terrorist campaign. The last person to be sentenced 
to death and executed, on Aug. 9, was Chief Police Commis- 
sioner Mohammad Mustapha Tabit convicted of multiple rape 
and sexual violence in sex orgies he staged in his Casablanca 
apartment. 

Nirvana star Cobain leaves jiospital 

ROME (R) — Kurt Cobam, lead singer and guitarist with 
American “Grunge rock band Nirvana, left hospital on 
Tuesday four days after he was admitted in a coma induced by 
alcohol and drugs. Rome's .American Hospital said Mr. 
Cobain, 27, was in good health. He left the hospital 
accompanied by his wife Courtney Love but it was not dear 
whether the couple had remained in Rome. Mr. Cobain, an 
idol for millions of young fans worldwide, was rushed to the 
hospital on Friday after falling ill at a Luxury hotel where he . 
Mr. Love and two-year-old daughter Frances Bean had been 
staying between dates on the group's European tour. The rock 
star has a history of drug problems 



BRUTALITY: An Israeli soldier kkks a Palesti- 
nian in the back daring dashes in Arab East 
Jerusalem on Tuesday 


between Palestinians and Israeli security forces 
following a march marking International 
Women’s Day (AFP photo) 


Hundreds of rockets pound 
Kabul; at least 18 killed 


KABUL (AP) — Factions on 
Kabul’s outskirts fired hun- 
dreds of rockets into the be- 
sieged city Tuesday in one of 
the most intense assaults since 
heavy fighting began Jan. 1. 

President Btirhanuddin Rab- 
bani's Defence Ministry in the 
city centre and civilian neigh- 
bourhoods in northwest Kabul 
were both targeted in a barrage 
that began Monday afternoon 
and earned on throughout the 
day Tuesday. 

At least 18 people were kil- 
led and more than 100 wound- 
ed, according to hospital work- 
ers. But the actual toil is high- 
er, because many of the in- 
jured are unable to reach hos- 
pitals and families often bury 
their dead immediately. 

Also, the fierce fighting 
heightened fears that Kabul's 
worsening food shortages 
could soon lead to famine 
among the tens of thousands of 
residents completely depen- 
dent on dwindling food hand- 
outs. 

At least 70 rockets crashed 
in and around the Defence 
Ministry complex in central 
Kabul, said Humayun Aiani. 
one of the few officials still 
working in the badly damaged 
buildings. Puffs of black smoke 


rose into the air and the sur- 
rounding streets were almost 
completely deserted. 

Mr. Rabbani's forces hold 
the presidential palace, the 
Defence Ministry, the airport 
and other key locations in the 
capital. 

But his rivals. Prime Minis- 
ter Gulbuddin Hekir.atyar and 
warlord Rashid Dostum, are 
dug in on the city's edge and 
have been pounding Kabul 
with rockets since they laun- 
ched their assault on New 
Year’s Day. 

Many residents said the 
latest fighting was as heavy as 
anything they had experienced 
in the past nine weeks. It 
appeared Mr. Hekmatyar's 
and Genera] Dostum's forces 
were doing most of the firing 
Tuesday, while the president's 
side was content to hold its 
ground. 

“The government is in a 
defensive position," said Mr. 
Aiani. 

In addition to the rocketing, 
Gen. Dostum’s forces laun- 
ched an infantry assault on the 
eastern side of town, but they 
were repulsed by the presi- 
dent’s troops, according to Mr. 
Aiani. However, rockets con- 


tinued to slam into the eastern 
part of the dty even as Mr. 
Aiani spoke. 

Many of the rockets targeted 
neighbourhoods in northwest 
Kabul, where hundreds of 
thousands of residents have 
congregated to escape the 
main battle zones on the south- 
ern and eastern edges of the 
battered dty. 

In perhaps the worst single 
attack, several rockets landed 
near a mosque where food was 
being distributed Monday 
afternoon, killing six and 
v/ounding 30 in northwest 
Kabul. 

The front lines have hardly 
changed since the fighting be- 
gan, and soldiers on both sides 
are entrenched in well-fortified 
positions. 

The vast majority of the 
casualties are dvilians who 
must venture onto the streets 
to buy food and to collect 
firewood needed to survive the 
cold nights in a dty without 
electritity. 

At least 1,000 people have 
been killed and more than 
12,000 wounded since thejfre- 
ginning of the year, according 
to the International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross. 


One in four men in 
settlements has guns 


By Gwen Ackerman 

77ie Associated Press 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

— Amid the heated debate 
over disarming Jewish settlers 
in the occupied territories in 
the aftennath of the Hebron 
mosque massacre, the big 
question is: What sort of fire- 
power do they have? 

Left-wing legislator Ran 
Cohen, a leading advocate of 
disarmament, estimated they 
have around 10,000 automatic 
weapons such as M-16 rifles. 
Gain assault rifles and Uzi 
submachine guns — not count- 
ing tens of thousands of hand- 
guns. 

The Yedioth Ahronoth daily 
said the number could be as 
high as 20.000 automatic 
weapons among the roughly 
35.000 settler households in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

That would average out at 
one in four male settlers are 
armed with the kind of weapon 
that settler Baruch Goldstein 
used. 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) — backed 
by Syria, Lebanon and Jordan 

— has suspended peace talks 
with Israel until steps are taken 
to protect the two million 
Palestinians in the occupied 
territories, such as disarming 
the settlers or removing mili- 
tant settlements. 

They say that the Hebron 
massacre may be repeated by 
radical settlers who oppose the 
peace process. 

Israelis are divided over 
whether the settlers, heavily 
outnumbered by the Palesti- 
nians, should be disarmed. 

Opponents point to the 
weapons in Palestinian hands 

— and calls by militants to 
avenge Hebron. 

Settlers' spokesman Aharon 
Domb said the idea of dis- 
arming his people was “non- 
sense’ 1 ^ and would leave them 
defenceless against Arab 
attackers. 

Israeli officials say the milit- 
ary Palestinian factions have 
only a few hundred automatic 
rifles, pistols and hand gre- 
nades. But Palestinians also 
have thousands of old weapons 
retrieved from Middle East 
battlefields over the years. 

The Israeli military allows 
reserve officers living in the 
occupied territories to take 
home their army-assigned 
weapons. • 

Military sources said the 
army also gives automatic 


weapons to Chilians who can 
prove they have to travel 
through dangerous areas aid 
who meet medical and police 
criteria. 

In addition, the settlers' 
council says there are 1,000 
men in a special emergency 
unit to protect settlements wbo 
are allowed to carry automatic 
weapons. 

Avi Elimelech, head of the 
interior ministry’s gun permit 
department, said that SuO.OOO 
Israelis are licensed to keep 
handguns. 

But he refused to say how 
many settlers were included in 
that total. 

Mr, Coben, a reserve col- 
onel. said extremists who are 
banned from holding weapons 
can also get guns illegally. 

“The territories, are flooded 
with weapons and ammunition 
and therefore the ability to 
steal is high," said Mr. Cohen, 
a member of parliament's fore- 
ign affairs and defence com- 
mittee. 

“They can easily mix in with 
the army and steal from them 
•with relative ease." 

“In theory, the weapons 
they have are for self-defence, 
but they're used in attacks (on 
Arabs') and killing. The proof 
is whar happened in Hebron," 
Mr. Cohen said. 

He wants to ban automatic 
weapons for all Israelis in the 
territories except soldiers, 
police officers and security 
men on active duty. Settlers 
can be given pistols for self- 
defence, he said. 

But Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin's spokesman, Oded 
Ben-Ami, said the government 
was not even considering rak- 
ing away the settlers" 
weapons. 

■ “We’re not discusring it be- 
cause the whole reason for 
arming them is for self-defence 
and protection." he said. 

Zeev Eytan, a military ex- 

g eit from the Jaffee Centre for 
trategic Studies, said that de- 
spite their arsenal of firearms, 
the settlers were not a military 
power . 

Taking away their weapons 
would be counter-productive, 
he said, since the army allows 
settlers serving in the military 
to take guns home so they can 
deploy quickly if mobilised. 


“You ‘don’t go out to fight 
the Syrian army with pistols," 
Mr. Eytan said. 


But he conceded that “fo* 
trouble-making, for killing a 
few Arabs... that can be done 
with pistols." 


Training plane crashes 
in New Delhi, 6 killed 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — A 
Boeing 737 on a training flight 
for a private airline collided 
with a parked Russian Aerof- 
lot jetliner Tuesday and both 
planes burst into flames. Ofi fa- 
cials said six people were kil- 
led. 

The Sahara India Airliner 
was practising takeoff and 
landings at the domestic air- 
port when it lost control on its 
fourth takeoff and crashed at 
the adjoining international air- 
port, said Aditya Arya, police 
chief of the two airports. 

It slapped upside down into 
the Aeroflot Ilyushin 86 as 
engineers worked on it about 
one kilometre from the nearest 
runway,” Mr. Arya and wit- 
nesses said. 

The explosion scattered de- 
bris over a large maintenance 
area and set fire to three of the 
elevated ramps that passengers 
use to exit planes. 

The cause of the accident 
was not known. 

The aircraft was airbomer 
for some time and then a part 
of it fell down," Mr. Arya told 
reporters. Then (the plane) 
just came down and hit the 
Ilyushin.” 

First reports, soon after the 
crash occurred at about 3.30 
p.m. (1000 GMT), had said the 
Sahara jet clipped the Russian 


plane on takeoff and burst into 
flames. 

The Boeing disintegrated 
and fragments could be seen 
strewn for about one 
kilometre. 

The Ilyushin lay collapsed 
on its belly, its nose broken 
and the fuselage totally char- 
red. A wrecked car had 
crashed into a light tower and 
caught fire. 

Mr. Arya said five of the 
dead were found on the airport 
tarmac. 

Police and airline sources 
said about four people includ- 
ing three Russian crew were 
aboard the Ilyushin at the time 
of the crash and four on rbe 
Boeing, three of them trainees. 

Aeroflot officials said their 
plane was being serviced after 
an engine problem prevented it 
from leaving Delhi for Moscow 
on Monday. 

At least one of the five 
injured was Russian, Mr. Arya 
said. Airport officials said two 
local catering workers on the 
ground were also among those 
hurt. 

The scene had not yet been 
fully searched and more bodies 
might be found, officials said. 

It was not immediately dear 
what caused the accident or 
what fell from the Sahara plane 
before it crashed. 
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Firemen douse a charred Russian Aeroflot jctBa- 
er after a commer c ial Indian jetihier on a 
trahring flight crashed into It on Tuesday set the 
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Freed Yeltsin foe warns 
Kre mlin of 4 civil war’ 


MOSCOW (R) — One of 
President Boris Yeltsin’s fier- 
cest critics, released from jail 
under a controversial amnesty, 
bounced back to political life 
Tuesday, denouncing Kremlin 
policies as a danger to dine 
peace. 

Communist militant Viktor 
Anpilov told a public meeting 
called to mark women's day 
that it was time to “muster the 
people’s force” to halt govern- 
ment economic policies he said 
were leading the county to- 
wards dvil war. 

The speech by Mr. Anpilov, 
a stirring back-street orator 
wbo whipped up anti- Yeltsin 
sentiments last year before he . 
was arrested in an aimed upris- 
ing, tested the limits of a Yelt- 
sn warning to those freed on 
Feb. 26 under the amnesty. 

He said they could be jailed 


again if they sparked trouble. 

Only about 500 veteran com- 
munists mined out for the ral- 
ly, held just beyond a peri- 
meter fence around the White 
House, scene of last October's 
rebellion against Mr. Yeltsin. 

Many carried the red flag of 
the old Soviet Union or por- 
traits of Josef Stalin and 
appeared to belong to the Rus- 
sian Communist Workers Par- 
ty, a hardline communist group 
that was banned after Mr. 
Yeltsin crushed the uprising on 
Oct. 4. 

Mr. Anpilov, a former jour- 
nalist and a leading light in a 
series of anti- Yeltsin rallies last 
year, waP^ed free from Mos- 
cow's Lefortovo prison last 
month under a controversial 
pardon passed by parliament’s 
lower house but opposed by 
Mr. Yeltsin. 


Police find 8th body entombed 
in Gloucester ‘house of horror’ 


GLOUCESTER. England 
(Agencies) — Police on a 
mass-murder hunt said Tues- 
day they had unearthed an 
eighth body in Britain’s “house 
of horror'' — a suburban home 
apparently yielding grim sec- 
rets of serial killing. 

Police say they may find 
more corpses in the small, 
Victorian terraced home, in 
Gloucester, western England, 
and plan to extend their search 
to four other rites in the area. 

Some officers said the body 
toll would reach double fi- 
gures, pe^aps Britains biggest 
mass killing. 

Police, who have charged a 
man with three counts of mur- 
der, say some of the remains 
could be more than two de- 
cades old. 

All over Britain, families of 
young women reported missing 
over the years now fear they 
could be entombed in the 
house at 25 Cromwell Street. 

The case already recalls 
other “house of horror” dis- 
coveries in multiple murders. 

Sexual psychopath John 
Christie was hanged in 1953 
after confessing to killing at 
least six women including his 
wife. Bodies were found under 
the floorboards, in the garden 
and in a papered-over cup- 
board at 10 Rillington Place, 
London. 

Dennis Nilsen was jailed for 


life in 1983, for six murders. 
He confessed to strangling 15 
homeless young men, one at a 
time, at his 23 Cranley Gar- 
dens flat. He chopped up 
bodies and buried them under 
floorboards. 

Police Inspector Colin 
Handy told reporters on Tues- 
day: “(The remains) were 
found in the bathroom area on 
the ground floor and they were 
taken to Cardiff university 
where they will be examined 
along with other remains we 
have found. 

“This brings the total that 
we have now found to eight.” 

Police say privately at least 
12 bodies may be found and 
there is speculation the toll 
could rise even higher. 

A 52-year-old builder, 
Frederick West, has been 
charged with three murders, 
including that of his 16-year- 
old daughter Heather, and is 
being held pending another 
bearing on Friday. 

Sounds of drilling echoed 
through the once-quiet neigh- 
bourhood where Mr. West 
lived with his second wife and 
some of their 10 children. 
Police dumped blocks of con- 
crete in the back garden, 
where three of the bodies were 
found.' 

Heavy equipment was 
brought in to fill in the garden 
as searchers concentrated on 


the house. 

Guards have been posted at 
a nearby house where Mr. 
West used to live, as well as at 
a field 30 kilometres away and 
a caravan (trailer) site. 

The searchers are using a 
portable seismic radar device 
to help them in their task, the 
first time the scanner — de- 
veloped to hunt mines — has 
been used in such a way. 

Details about the case are 
sparse because of reporting 
restrictions imposed by the 
court. British law prevents the 
publication of anything that 
could prejudice trial once a 
person has been charged. 

Police found -what is be- 
lieved to be Heather's body in 
the garden. She disappeared 
seven years ago but was never 
reported missing by her family. 

Mr. West is also charged 
with killing teenager Shirley 
Robinson, a lodger at his 
house who was pregnant when 
she died, and an unknown 
woman believed to have been 
in her early 20s. 

Forensic expert Professor 
Bernard Knight has been 
working to identify the corpses 
using their teeth, bones and 
fingerprints. 

Police have been unable to 
find Mr. West’s first wife, 
Catherine Costello, whom re- 
latives have not beard from in 
15 years. 



Minister admits 
indiscretion in 
Dublin park 

DUBLIN (R) — An Irish go*-, 
ernment minister admitted "in- ; 
discreet conduct" after being •- 
questioned over a kerb-side - 
conversation in a Dublin park 
with a suspected male prosti- 
tute. Emmett Stagg. minister . . 
of state in the environment - 
department, issued a statement 
identifying himself as the 
mysterious government figure 
police said they had questioned .... 
about the incident last Novem- % 
ber. His statement capped 7 
months of rumours and press 
reports about a government 
figure reported to have been 
questioned about an incident 
involving a male prostitute 
Phoenix Park on the capital's 
eastern limits. "I accept my 
conduct was undoubtedly indis- 
creet. I wish to make it clear it 
was not illegal. 1 deeply regret 
my conduct, which has clearly 
harmed many whom I love and 
respect." said Mr. Stagg. a 
member of the Labour Party. 
Prime Minister Albert 
Reynolds issued a brief state- 
ment saying it was a personal 
tragedy and “a time for charity 
and restraint." Police acknow- 
ledged at the weekend 
rumours circulating since last 
November that they had ques- 
tioned a senior politician found 
in his car with a suspected male 
prostitute. They said no 
charges were being brought 
and no offence had been com- 
mitted. 


Charles lost 
treasured 
heirlooms 
In burglary 

LONDON (R) — Police said a 
robber who brokeTnto Prince 
Charles’s apartments got away 
with several pairs of cufflink: . 
four pens, two watches and five 
tiepins but selling them would 
be like hawking the Mona 
Lisa. Police and Buckingham 
Palace officials had earlier re- 
fused to give details of the 
embarrassing robbery on Feb. 
24 at the heir-to-the-th rone's 
residence at St. James's Palace 
in central London that was a 
major security breach. Police 
hope that releasing the list of 
historic and dazzling heirlooms 
along with photographs of 
them wiU help net the thief but 
one official at Scotland Yard 
Police Headquarters said: “It 
would be a bit like trying to sell 
the Mona Lisa." The items 
included gold cufflinks en- 
crusted with rose diamonds, 
sapphires and rubies made by 
Faberge and once owned by 
the last tsar of Russia, given to 
him at his christening by Prince 
Ludvic of Hess, and a similar 
pair bought by the prince. The 
thief, thought to have climbed 
through a window after scailing 
building scaffolding, also took 
a pair of black cufflinks in onyx 
and diamonds, set in platinum 
and bearing the cypher of Kidg 
George VI. a gift from his 
grandmother. There is also a 
gold pocket watch, engraved 
with his coat of arms and the 
message "your loving sister." 
given on his 21st birthday -by ' 
Princess Anne. The other 
sports watch is engraved • 
"Charles from his godmother 
Patricia." It is not known how- 
much the heirlooms are worth. 


Deng is healthy, 
daughter says 

TOKYO (R) — China's senior • 
leader' Deng Xiaoping is in 
good health and walks about 
three kilometres each day. one 
of his daughters said Tuesday-. 
“At the moment (Deng) has 
no disease. He takes a walk for 
three kilometres every day; in '■ 
Beijing’s cold wind!" Deng 
Rong, third daughter of the £ 
89-year-old leader, told repar- if 
ters in Tokyo. Mr. Deng, now 
officially retired, is rarely seen 
in public. Television showed ^ 
him looking very frail when he 
appeared in Shanghai last 
month for a Chinese New Year 
festival. Yet he is still believed £ 
to have the last word in fram- 
mg key policy, as China foi- 
lows his exhortations to shake % 
up its communist economy and 
press ahead with market re- 're- 
forms. Deng Rong, m Japan' to ']g 
publicise her biography of the.“^ 
old revolutionary, indicated 
that, he now left routine deei-4 
sion-making entirely to his pro-S 
teges — President Jiang r 
Zemin. Prune Minister Li Pengat 
and economic supremo Zhu$ 
Rongji. "The three of themjf 
rarely come to see him. But on® ^ 
important matters they seek? 
his advice," die added. t 









